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when The Going Gets Tough, 
Professionals count On The 
Expedition Pack From LAS 

In every phase of human adventure there are those 
who drive themselves to such limits that the rest of the 
world can only hold its breath in wonder. Those who do 
achieve such levels of performance know Iheir equip- 
ment must be the very best if their lives ate going io 
depend upon it. Lowe Alpine Systems builds equip¬ 
ment for men such as these because those at Lowe 
have been there themselves. L.A.S. packs and climb¬ 
ing equipment have become standard issue among the 
hierarchy of world-class mountaineers. In 1976 Lowe 
packs were carried on the flussian-American Climbing 
Exchange, The Indian-American Nanda Devi Expedi¬ 
tion, the Mount Everest Expedition and on numerous 
smaller but equally impressive individual endeavors. 


LAS introduces The 


The Lowe Alpine 
Systems Expedition 

-— Black Pack features a 

flexible Internal frame 

X f | design that moves with 

V Xj . - the wearer whether on a 

I \ X / sheer ice wall or In the 

r V jungles of Africa. The 

i \ large, single 

^ " K\ \\ compartment design is 

U V\ j \ \ easy to live out during 

I J 11 ' \ l 1A, \ short or long 

V" 7 Yfy expeditions and is made 
\ \ \\ of nearly indestructible 

X" 4 (TD \\ IIV 2 oz. Cardura nylon, 

7 1 Lh For 1977 L.A.S. offers 

| 1 the first expedition 

\ 1 grade pack available In 

\A S* black Cordura fabric. 

/IT _ r* The pack stands out 
r XX individually, yet moves 

1——unobtrusively in the 
“ tough world of the 

adventurer! Also 

/V available in red, blue 

in and green. 

ALPINE STSTBAS 

To Order: Send $78.00 plus $2.00 for handling to: 
Phoenix Associates/Box 693 ^ Dept. S/Boulder, CO 80306 




























The Rhodesian Army offers you 
an interesting and varied career 
with new allowances for fighting 
troops 



For further details contact: 

The Army Careers Officer 
Phone! 707087 Salisbury 

WRITE: 

Philips House, 

Gordon Ave, 

Box 8138 Causeway. 



Replica of Rhodesian Army Recruiting Poster. 17" x 22", $3.00. 
Soldier of Fortune, Box 693, Boulder, CO 80302 














B & B SALES and SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


Offer a 





.45 HARDBALLER 

New From AMT 


ONE ENTRY PER HOUSEHOLD. 


Features: 

•Adjustable Rear Sight 
•Checkered Walnut Gi 
•All Stainless Steel 
Construction 
•Speed Safety 
•Slide Top Serrated 
•Adjustable Extended 
Trigger 

For further information write: B & B 
Sales, Dept. S, 11100 Cumpston St., 
No. Hollywood, CA. 91601. 


Sponsored by B & B Sales and Soldier of 
Fortune. Enter on a postcard: your name; your 
address; and “AMT-Summer 1977.” Mail to: 
Soldier of Fortune, Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. ENTRIES IN ENVELOPES WILL BE * 
DISCARDED. Mail your card by March 20, 
1977. The drawing will be held on March 25 
and the winner will be announced in the next 
issue of SOF. 


Winner of the H & K Winter ‘77 contest— 
J.G. Whipps, Santa Barbara, CA. 




DESERT PUBLICATIONS 

P.O. Box 22005 - Phoenix, AZ 85028 

1 have enclosed $4.95. Please rush me manual No. 117. 


. STATE _ 


-NEW TITLE- 
from 

Desert 

Publications 


POLICE GUIDE 
to 

LOCK PICKING 
& 

IMPROVISED LOCK PICKS 

Police officers and law enforce¬ 
ment agents are often called upon 
for security advise and counseling. 
For various reasons, which are dis¬ 
cussed in this book, the subject of 
lock picking as a means of illegal 
entry receives considerable attent¬ 
ion. Any person who's job involves 
physical security should be familiar 
with lock picking methods and be 
able to seperate fact from fiction. 
This profusely illustrated book 
provides the reader with a conven¬ 
ient source of reference. The pick 
gun is pictured and its use is fully 
explained. Also, home made and 
improvised picking tools are 
pictured and described. 

117.$4.95 






SURVIVAL-HUNTING 

BLOW-GUN 

125 steel darts. Silent, powerful, 
accurate. Hits like a bullet. 200 Ft. 
range. Rugged .38 cal. presicion 
aluminum, carry case, instructions. 
4W model $6.98! 5W $7.98! Mag- I 
num 6 W $9.98! Extra darts $2.50/ ) 
100! $4.50/200! $11/500! Buy 2 
guns get 800 darts, sling, quiver, 
patches, camouflage, targets 1 
FREE! 3 get same+1400, cleaning 
rod, muzzle guard; 4 same, 2000, 
30" mini-blowgun! 5 same, 2000, | 
free 7th gun! Add $1.50 postage 
each gun. HOUSE OF GUNS, 
INC., Box 794 , Provo, Utah 84601. 


The Journal of Military, Police and Sporting Arms 

Canada 1*1 GunSport 

‘FOR PROFESSIONAL AND ENTHUSIAST’ 

Arms are our business. 


We’re what gun magazines used to be. 
Before 1968. Remember. . .? 

Arms and Armour ... we specialize in all 
aspects of firearms, both military and 
commercial. Something for every discipline. 

Or put it this way. We are the only magazine 
that still features test reports on automatic 
weapons. . . 

‘FOR PROFESSIONAL AND ENTHUSIAST’. 
Easy reading, authoritative coverage. You 
can quote us. 

From your neighbour to the North, the most 
uniquely informative gun publication 
available today, put together by people like 
you, for people like you. 

It’s what you’ve been looking for since ’68. 


We’re not expensive, either. Delivered to your 
door 10 times a year, C.G. costs only $8. ($7. 
in Canada). That’s a whole lot cheaper than 
those ‘other’ magazines, and see how much 
more you get! 

Also, as a special introductory offer, we’ll 
send you out 3 back issues upon receipt of 
your subscription. 

Try us! We guarantee you’ll be more than 
satisfied ... in fact, how about a money- 
back guarantee?! 

Think about it. Can you afford NOT to read 
us? 

Canada 1*1 GunSport 

P.O. Box 201 

Willowdale, Ontario, Canada 
M2N 2S9 
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BUY DIRECT AND SAVE MONEY 

- LOW . . . LOW . . . PRICES ON TOP QUALITY MERCHANDISE TO EVERYONE! 

. ORDER WITH CONFIDENCE! . YOU MUST BE SATISFIED WITH EVERY ORDER! 


BRAND NEW G.l. M-65 FIELD JACKETS 





Complete with hood, Velcro fasteners, etc. 
Sizes: S, M, L, XL 
Camouflage $29.95 plus $1.50 shipping 
O.D. Green $24.95 plus $1.50 shipping 

ORIG. G.l. M-65 FIELD JACKET 
LINERS, Brand New. Specify Size 
$14.95 plus SI.00 shipping 


BRITISH COMMANDO BATTLE JACKET 

This attractive jacket is Brand New British 
Government surplus. A rugged, all-purpose . 'jaLj 
jacket made of O.D. color, heavy-duty denim. ^ 

It features epaulets on shoulders, 2 roomy 

breast pockets with flaps and an adjustable 

belted waist. Ideal for Spring, Summer 4 

Fall. May never be available again! L y 

Sizes: XS, S, M, L A' 

Only $9.95 plus $1.00 shipping ^ rrr fc,, | , 

Please send height, chest and waist mt 

measureme nts for exact fit. ■***' 

BRAND NEW! 

w MILITARY EQUIPMENT! 

Most rugged, dependable , combat-proven items available^M 

1. G.l. Vietnam Jungle Jacket. Sz: XS,S,M,L,XL. $9.50^ 

2. G.l. Camouflage Poncho Liners $18.00 

3. British Surplus Engineer's Bag, cotton canvas with 
shoulder strap. Size: 5" x 8" x 4%". $2.95 

4. USAF Pilot's Survival Knife, vVith leather sheath & 
sharpening stone $10.95. 

5. USMC Combat Knife w/leather sheath, 7" blade, 12" 
overall $11.95. 

6. USMC Stainless Steel Pocket Knife, 4 blades, bottle 
opener, screw driver, hole puncher, knife $5.95. 

7. G.l. Duffle Bag, 21" x 36", O.D. canvas $8.95 

8. Nylon Parachute cord, 100’, 550 lb. test $2.95 

9. Signaling/Survival Mirror with canvas pouch 95^. 

10. G.l. Stainless Steel Unbreakable Trench Mirror 95^. 

11. G.L Plastic Canteen, O.D. color, dent-proof $1.95 

12. M-6S Canteen Cover, Nato Issue $2.50 

13. G.L Machete & Sheath, 18" blade, 22" overall $7.95 

14. Original G.l. M-1949 Mountain Sleeping Bag, the 
finest available at any price. 50% feather filled/50% 
down, mummy style, over 6Va' long. $49,95. 

15. G.l. Jungle 1st Aid Kit, all emergency items in O.D, 
case that fits on pistol belt $3.95. 

16. G.l. Flashlight w/extra bulb & lens filter, O.D. $4.95 

17. Snake Bit Kit, everything for treatment in seconds 
$2.95. 

18. G.l. O.D. Nylon Poncho, Size 66" x 80" $12.95 

19. G.L Pineapple Grenade w/detachable lever & pin 
(inert) $6.95 

20. .45 Auto Clip Pouch w/2 G.L .45 auto mags $8.95 

21. MP Nightstick with leather thong $3.95 

22. MP Short Wooden 8illie with leather thong $2.95 

23. MP Peerless Handcuffs, reliable double-lock, best 
available at any price. $14.95. 

24. Bucheimer Handcuff Case for MP cuffs & most pop¬ 
ular models. $4.95 

25. G.L D3-A Glove Shells, black leather pair $6.95 

26. G.L 5-finger Wool Glove Liners, O.D. color, Pr. $2.50 

27. Genuine U.S. Army Blankets, 100% worsted wool, 
O.D. color, Size 66" x 84" $12.95. 

28. VietnaSi Jungle Hat, O.D. or Camouflage, Size: S,M, 
L.XL, $4.95. 

29. "Aussie 8ush Hats" made in U.S.A., O.D. or Camo. 
Size: 6-7/8 to Th $6.95 

30. Paratrooper Combat Boots, all leather with capped 
toe. A rugged, heavy-dutv boot. Sz: 6-12 $19.95 ^ 

(Add 154 per iterti for shipping) 

‘PLEASE NOTE: 

Do not confuse these genuine items with 
cheap, inferior imports offered elsewhere. ^mS 


BRAND NEW M-23 RIOT GAS MASK 

Newest issue, for use 
against riot control 

agents. Lightweight, Jp*. 

compact, excellent mM? 

visibility. Complete H BR 1 .; 

with its own water- IB1 f ' 

proof nylon belt 

pouch with VNM slide 

keepers to fit on pistol 

belt. A must for police 

dept's. and S.W.A.T. teams. 

$15.95 + $1.00 shipping. 

"The Black Book of Dirty Tricks" 
"Improvised Munitions Handbook", is the 
most sought after, here-to-fore impossible 
to obtain Army manual. Includes revealing 
chapters on: Improvised Explosives and 
Propellants; Mines & Grenades; Small Arms 
weapons & Ammo; Mortars & Rockets; In¬ 
cendiary Devices, Fuses, Ignition & Delay 
Mechanisms. Plus how to manufacture 
Rocket Launchers and Recoiless Rifles from 
easy to obtain materials and much, much, 
more! Limited Number Available. 

ORDER NOW! - $10.00 ppd. 


New! Quick-Release Vietnam Issue PISTOL BELT. A $13.85 v« 

RARE! $4.95 Add 50c! for shipping. (add 5Q^ pe 

M-1 CARBINE ACCESSORIES „ cu * T 

.30 Cal. M l Carbine ® S ^ 0 * Tear 

paratrooper folding stock With crime c 

$34.95 (specify everyone! Fi 

? ug£ ; r In'??: /// or blanks in 

Stock $34.95 60 rd. [ /// 

Jungle Clip -clips \1 if (£/ construction 

2-30 rd. mags W checkered gr 

together $2.99; Sling & Oiler $2.99; Mag. Pouch - 
holds 2-15 rd. mags $1.99 Mag Pouch - holds 2-30 rd. . 

mags $4.99; Flash hider $8.99; Muzzle Brake $8.99; AasSMKfii 
LO-Profile Handquard $2.99; Ventilated Steel Hand- 

f Liard $3.99; Piston Nut Wrench $1.99; Scope Mount 
8.99 (Add 50d per item for shipping) 

SPECIAL SALE - MILITARY HOLSTERS! 

A) G.l. BELT HOLSTER Brand New! _ 

I original issue. Fits .45 auto and all Increase Your 

\ . other large frame automatics. $9.95. A, iriir; , rv/ i 

' / G.l. STYLE SHOULDER HOLSTER ^curacy* Dea 

This military type holster fits all big “rand new, 

\ t frame cal. 9mm, .4 5 and 38 auto factory fresh, 

pistols. $9.95. standard & ovi 

B) WORLD WAR II size - Combat 

STYLE & Target 

WALTHER PPK Maaazines 

1 m MAUSER HSc , M magazines 

(A) BELT HOLSTER. % 

The Holster worn / 

by German officers wB(C / 

in WWII. Accomo- AW ^ 

dates PP-PPK, Hsc, W* I 

f Sauer 38H and all 

other small auto- tB1 

matics with 3" to I /» 

AW' barrels.$14.95. I U | 

C) GERMAN P-08 MILITARY I ® 

HOLSTER. Offered for the 1st time 
in over 25 yrs. — The German 
ParabellumT-OS holster as designed (% 

by Geo. Luger. Unsurpassed in design (h 

this holster is without a doubt, the v 

best military holster ever developed. 

Features a full flap cover and ex. 

magazine pouch. Fits all standard /% 

P-08 pistols. Made from original WWII dies. $21.95 w 

(Please add 75d per holster fcr shipping) . 


Accurate! 

Lightning-Fast! ' 

Deadly! 

- A) Throwing Knife Set: This set con- 1 
sists of 3 scientifically balanced and 
weighted knives with multi-colored 
handles. The knives are 8" long and 
are excellent for practice or competi¬ 
tion. Complete with sheath. $4.95 

- B) Hunting-Throwing Knife: Now here 
is a rugged, combination knife. Bal¬ 
anced and weighted for throwing. . . 
Razor-sharp 6" blade with blood 
groove for hunting. Comes complete 
with a bound leather handle and cow¬ 
hide sheath. $3.95 

- C) Commando Knife: Black finish 
type like that used in WW II by 
crack British troops. Double-edge, | 
black night blade is always ready for 
action. Comes complete with black 
leather sheath. $4.95 

Special! All of the above knives — 

A $13.85 value for ONLY $11.95! 

(add 50i per knife for shipping) 

8 Shot Tear Gas Revolver! 

With crime on the rise, this is a must for 
everyone! Fires 8 .22 cal. tear gas cartridges 
or blanks in seconds. Heavy duty metal 
construction with one-step ejection and 
checkered grips. Blue - Rg. Price $11.25 
Now Only 6.95 
Chrome - Rg. Price $12.75 
Now only 7.95 
Add SI.00 shipping 
\ Hip Holster $1.50; Tear Gas 
$1.50 per tin; 

_ Blanks 100 to tin $2.50 

Increase Your Fire Power! Improve Your 

Accuracy! Beautify Your Weapons! I 

Brand new, T 


COLT .45 AUTO: 7-shot 


__ All items-Brand New! _ 

"The Little Black Box" 

Warning! This device is not to be used 

for surveillance! ^ 

Automatically starts recorder when 
telephone is picked up. Records entire 
telephone conversation. . .Then automati- 
cally stops recorder when telephone is hung 
up! Can be attached anywhere along the line. If you want to 
record both sides of any telephone conversation AUTOMATI¬ 
CALLY whenever a call comes in, this unit is for you. This 
amazing device plugs into ANY cassette or reel*to-reel record¬ 
er and causes absolutely no interference or noise on the phone. 
Extremely useful around the Home or Office for making 
ACCURATE and PERMANENT records of all incoming and 
outgoing calls. MINIATURE! ONLY 1” x 2” x 3". 

SPECIAL SALE! Now Only $29.95 (Add $1.00 for shipping) 


PLEASE NOTE: We utually »hlp 95% 
of our orders within 10 days. Money 
orders and cert, checks shipped first; 
personal checks held 3-4 wks. But 
because of the unique service we pro¬ 
vide and the new law requiring us to 
state specific delivery times, which in 
tome cases we cannot do . . we can 

only accept orders with the buyers 
understanding of an unspecified 
delivery date and the buyers waiver 
of an exact delivery notificetion. We 
will advise you on any backordered 
items and will refund you immediately 
upon your request. Thank You. Add 
40 1 ! per order for Insurance to avoid 
postal thefts. 

ORDER TODAY! © | 976 
American Colonial Armament, Inc. 
Dept. GW, P.O. Box F 
Chicago Ridge, III. 60415 


FOR YOUR 
CONVENIENCE 


Please charge to my 
BankAmericard No. 


Master Charge No. 

Exp. Date_ 

Interbank #_ 


standard & 0 'ver- Standard $4 0 °- 15 * shot $10 - 
size — Combat 20-shot $12, 25-shot $14, 

& Target 40-shot $18.00. 

Magazines COLT COMMANDER 9mm: 

Standard $8.00, 15-shot $10, 

S / | 25-shot $12.00 

COLT .32 or .380 AUTO: 
Standard $10.00, 15-shot $12 
(Please specify caliber when 
~ ordering) 

W 0 1 BROWNING HI-POWER 9 mm 
13-shot Standard $12.00, 

22-shot $16.00 

0 SMITH & WESSON MODEL 39 

0 Standard $6.00, 15-shot $12.00 
LUGER 9mm: Standard $8.00 
^ WALTHER PPK .32 or .380 

W AUTO: Standard $9.00, 

15-shot $12.00 

} WALTHER PP .32 or.380 Auto 
Jr Standard $9.00, 15-shot $12.00 
X WALTHER P-38: Standard $8, 
15-Shot $12.00 

BERETTA PUMA .32: Standard $10.00, 

15-shot $12.00 

LLAMA .32 or .380: Standard $7.00, 15-shot 
$12.00 (Please specify old or new model & 
caliber) 

COLT PREWAR POCKET .25 AUTO: 

Standard $10.00, 15-shot $12.00 
BROWNING VEST POCKET .25 AUTO: 
Standard $10.00, AR-15, M-16: 20-shot 
$5.00, 30-shot $15; M-1 CARBINE: 

5-shot $3.50, 15-shot $3, 30-shot $4. I 
(add 5CW per mag. for shipping) 
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Dear Sirs: 

In answering your call in the Winter 
issue of Soldier of Fortune, for comments 
of the M16A1 rifle and its advantages and 
disadvantages — I am writing to give my 
observation of a particular version of this 
weapon, the CAR-15. I was a member of 
CO. G (Rangers), 75th Inf. attached to the 
American Division in Viet Nam from 1971 
to 1972. Our AO was most of l — Corp., 
but I pulled missions West and between 
Chu Lai and Da Nang. 

We operated in six man teams. All of 
us carried CAR-15’s, except the “pig- 
man” who carried a sawed-off, stripped 
down M-60 machinegun. For someone 
who is not familiar with the CAR-15, 
the weapon was also made by Colt. The 
receiver group and front sight blade are 
the same, but that’s about where it stops! 
The CAR-15 is a lot shorter and lighter. 
Because the receiver group used in the 
CAR-15 is the same as the one used in the 
M-16, the CAR was excessible to the 
same problems that the M-16 would 
experience. The stories of the weapon 
jamming easily, or the constant need to 
clean it — never happened. True, general 
care was required, as in all weapons, 
and the AO was extremely rugged on 
the weapon. However, with a few tricks of 
the trade, like taping the muzzle with 
black electrical tape, and always having a 
magazine in the mag. well, kept dirt out. 

We had other weapons in the company 
which anyone could carry, so long as 
everyone on his team did not object. One 
of these was the AK-47, with folding 
stock. A few advantages the CAR-15 
had over the AK was: weight (the CAR 
was lighter, as was its 30-round maga¬ 
zines)., the ability to ”thumb-off” the 
safety while your finger was on the trig¬ 
ger (the AK has a lever which has to be 
operated with the other hand). Also, the 
length was an advantage. Both the AK 
with folding stock and the CAR were 
about the same length, compared to the 
M-16 or M-14 with the CAR-15 — this 
was a critical factor. In our AO, the jungle 
was extremely thick and the mountains 
were steep. Our SOP called for everyone 
to carry the weapons “slung” from a rope 
or strap-sling, in assault position: finger 
on the trigger, thumb near the selector 
switch. M-16’s or M-14*s were too long 
for the jungle. Wait-a-minute vines were 
always there. Also, the weight of a fully 
loaded CAR (about 6.6 lbs.) is a lot 
lighter than the M-16 (with 30 round 
magazine, 8.6 lbs) or M-14 (with 20 
round magazine, 11.25 lbs). In that area, 
every ounce was important. An advant¬ 
age the CAR-15 or M-16 has over, say, 


the AK-47 is fire power. The CAR’s 
cyclic rate of fire is 700-800 rounds per 
minute. The AK’s cyclic rate of fire is 
about 600 rounds per minute. 

The CAR-15 does have a few disad¬ 
vantages compared to weapons like the 
AK-47 or M-14. The CAR-15 does not 
have the “knock-down” power as does 
the AK-47. It is possible for your target 
to get off one more round before he/she 
drops, if hit by a 5.56 round. 
(Experience!) 

Another disadvantage to the CAR-15 
is the maximum effective range. With the 
short barrel, the effective range was 
around 100 meters. Again, in very thick 
terrain you’re not engaging long distance 
targets. I was able to over come this prob¬ 
lem of limited effective range by adapting 
the grenade launcher of the M-203 to a 
CAR-15. This was strictly my idea. At 
that time, we often had one member on a 
team carry not only his CAR, but also a 
chopped up M-79. This was often carried 
in his rucksack. When you’re down with 
six men, it was good to have every weap¬ 
on capable of firing automatic. 

I am enclosing a snapshot of my 
CAR-15/Grenade launcher in the event 
that there may be a few subscribers who 
are still in “never-never land” The con¬ 
version was very simple. As far as the 
CAR-15 is concerned, you just remove the 
two handguards. For the grenade 
launcher, you must take its handguard, 
cut a slot in the top so that the front sight 
blade will pass through. Next, you have 
to cut off the front section of the grenade 
launcher’s handguard that fits around the 
M-16’s barrel. This is because the length 
of the handguard is as long as the barrel 
of the CAR-15, plus an additional inch of 
the CAR’s 3 inch flash suppressor. The 
only other item needed is a horseshoe 
shaped piece of metal which secures the 
launcher to the barrel of the M-16. Be¬ 
cause of the length of the launcher in* 
relation to the CAR, it is necessary to 
make this item, because it must fit from 
the launcher around the CAR’s flash 
suppressor, and back to the other side of 
the launcher. I made this item by cutting 
a strip from the corner of our tin roof on 
our hooch, and bending it into shape. 
Then you just bolt it into place, which 
would be done normally. 

Now, with the mating of the grenade 
launcher to the CAR-15, you have a weap¬ 
on which is about 33 inches long and 
weighs a little over 9 lbs. fully loaded. It 
became a very effective weapon system 
for thick jungle and mountainous terrain. 
It had the capabilities for close up fight¬ 
ing with the 5.56 rounds and 40 mm 


“buckshot” cannister rounds, and for 
suppressing targets up to 400 meters 
with HE rounds. I also carried CS rounds 
and flare rounds for special uses. 

I am presently in the Army Reserves, 
ODA-5, CO.A, 2 BN, 12th SFGA, located 
in Ft. Worth, Texas. Like all Reserve and 
National Guard units, we must use the 
standard M-16 or M-203. I had become 
spoiled on my little invention. With a 
little imagination, this became a damn 
good weapon. 

A. G. “MAC“ McCulIogh, Jr. 

2144 Oak Valley 

Dallas, Texas 75232 



A Note: 

I hope this article is not too long for 
your use. If it is possible to send bade the 
snapshot, I would appreciate it. I under¬ 
stand this may be impossible. I am en¬ 
closing a self-addressed stamped 
envelope. 

The snapshot is of the weapon (fully 
extended) leaning against my ruck. This 
was taken during a chow break while on 
a mission west of DaNang, 1971. 

A. G. McCulloch, Jr. 

Dear Sir, 

My first issue of “Soldier Of Fortune” 
was the Fall issue of 1976. It is the great¬ 
est magazine I have ever r^ad! 

The first thing I read was the A. J. 
Venter story on the war against terrorists 
in Rhodesia. You should give this man 
more room in print. And should get more 
pictures of what the terrorists are doing 
to black and white Rhodesians! 

Yours, 

Thomas E. Quigley 
P.O. Box 737 
Portland, Oregon 
97207 


Dear Sir, 

In your winter issue of “Soldier of 
Fortune” I read with interest an article 
about Col. Bao Lien from Loas who is in 
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command of Meo Tribesmen fighting 
against the N.V.A. there. I’m interested 
in contacting Col. Bao Lien for the pur¬ 
pose of offering my services to him to 
fight against the N.V.A. So if you could 
send me details of how and where I can 
contact him to offer my services as 
I’m a Vietnam Vet and feel very bitter 
in the way we let those people down and 
would jump at the chance to fight against 
the communists in Southeast Asia again. 

Your’s Faithfully, 

B.G. 

Trenton, NJ 

Dear Sir, 

Please try to get an update on the 
Angola situation. 

I understand there’s a hell of a guer¬ 
rilla operation against those Cuban 
bastards. I could be one hell of a help if 
I could get to them. 

Regards on a fine magazine, 
1st Sgt. R.L. 

W. Monroe, LA 

P.S. 

Where can I obtain an HK-91, as I’ve 
never won a thing except fire-fights and 
that doesn’t count. With enough Viet 
Nam Vets over there, we can kick those 
Cuban’s asses. I Know!! I was also black¬ 
listed in Vietnam for 5000 Piastres. 

P.S.S. 

Damn a firing squad. 

For a list of dealers carrying the 
HK-91 , write Security Arms Company, 
Inc., Dept. S, 933 N . Kenmore St., 
Arlington , VA 22201. 


Dear Sir, 

My reason for writing you is to say that 
since my arrival home from Viet Nam in 
19701 have yet to experience the pleasure 
or satisfaction again that I received over 
there knowing that I was fighting against 
communistic take-over. For me to read 
your articles on Mercs, doing the same 
throughout the world, whether it be for 
money or other reasons, the outcome is 
the same. That is .they prove that not all 
people in this world are stupid enough or 
afraid to pick up weapons to stop those 
factions whose sole purpose is to dom¬ 
inate people and countries through ter¬ 
roristic tactics. To see people like Danny 
Gearhart, George Bacon, Gary Acker, 
and Capt. Oates (FNLA) resist such take¬ 
overs is extremely stimulating. 

I’ve been thinking of this type of 
employment myself for quite some time 
now. I’m an ex-Marine with combat duty 
in Viet Nam with 34 fire-fights, including 
combat during the Tet Offensive. My 
training includes, Paratrooper small 
arms, close combat and my job was small 
arms instructing. I’ve never made any 
effort to inquire into information concern¬ 
ing what to do to become a “Mercenary.” 
I would appreciate any help or leads you 
can give me concerning this problem. 

Again my compliments to you and your 
staff on a fine job. 

Thank you, 

D.S.A. 

White Oak, PA 

Dear D.S.A. 

As we have noted in previous issues, 
“Merc” opportunities are few and far 


between . As we go to press the only op¬ 
portunity to fight communist sponsored 
terrorisim is with the Rhodesian Army 
and this is no “mere” job. We keep 
readers of “Soldier of Fortune” 
advised of mere opportunities as they 
become known. 

Sincerely, 

Robert K. Brown 

Dear Sir, 

I just received my “Winter ’77” issue 
of “Soldier of Fortune” and like usual, 
it’s great, outstanding even! 

For many years I have always thought 
(personally) that communists (home 
grown or foreign) were backwards. 
Well, you proved it when you printed the 
photo on page 6. The Ambassador from 
ABUC is photographic proof that they 
are. 

Your interview with Sir Robert Thomp¬ 
son was great, however that is a CAR-15 
not a CAR-16 on page 15, the USAF 
call it a “SMG model GAU-5A/A” 
but who can say that when we all know it 
is a CAR-15. Having carried and used one 
during most of my 6 years in SEA. I must 
say it is a fantastic little weapon. In 
all the use I put mine through I never 
once had a malfunction. The only dis¬ 
advantage to it was that the short 10" bar¬ 
rel tended to heat up awfully fast when 
you pumped them through full-auto. 

Speaking of the AR-15/M-16 family of 
weapons, I’d like to remind Mr. Meachan 
that the “Colt” M-16 is an “Armalite.” 
Eugene Stoner developed them and Colt 
has the rights to manufacture it, but the 



CONCEALED PROTECTION! 


A belt of waterproof vinyl fin¬ 
ished cowhide with a Western 
style buckle that becomes the 
world’s sneakiest weapon in 
an instant! 

A concealed, sharp, mirror- 
finished steel blade removes 
instantly to give a fist full of 
protection! Belt in Antique 
Brown, buckle in Florentine 
Gold finish. 

PROTECTO-BELT 

3609 Shallowford Rd., N.E. Suite 105-B 
Atlanta, Ga. 30340 • Phone404-455-0050^ 
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AR-15, M-16 and the AR-18 (AR-180) as 
well as the AR-16 etc. are “Armalite’s!” 
Perhaps now once-removed, but still 
“Armalite’s.” 

Until Later, 

S.D. H. 

Hampton, VA 

Dear Sir, 

1 have been reading your magazine for 
the last two issues and 1 want to send this 
letter along with my chance for the 
H&K P9S you will be giving away soon 
and tell you that it is good to see a maga¬ 
zine such as “Soldier of Fortune” on the 
newstands. From what 1 have been able 
to see, you appear to report good, factual 
stories that one does not always read in 
the normal news channels. Sort of like 
presenting “The Rest of The Story” that 
one sometimes just barely catches an 
earful of on the T.V. or Radio or the 
newspapers. 

1 am pleased to buy the magazine and 
pleased to read it. Keep up the good 
work. A great many of us out here whose 
hearts still have a desire for the type of 
life you tell about and are behind you 
100 %. 

C.E.C. 

Jackson Gap, AL 

Dear Sirs: 

In regard to Micheal F. Meacham’s 
comments concerning the M-16. It’s very 
popular these days, as it is after every 
conflict, to evaluate the weapons of each 
side. And it always seems that “the other 
side’s was better” or that what we had 
before was better than it’s replacement. 
This has been common since the days of 
cavalry charges and especially in light 
of the recent trend toward reduced 
calibers (5.56mm). 

The Ml Garrand, for example, touted 
by General George Patton as the battle- 
field’s greatest implement, had a 
tendency to jam on the seventh round and 
also, when fired in rainy conditions. 
These problems were subsequently 
corrected, and many Ml’s were used 
successfully up to and including Viet 
Nam. 

The M-16 has received much criticism 
for its direct gas system of operation, 
which causes jams when the weapon is 
not properly cleaned to remove residue 
from the chamber area. I don’t know of a 
professional combat soldier worth his 
salt who considers cleaning his rifle 
regularly a chore. In addition, chrome 
plated chambers and an improved recoil/ 
buffer spring and a belt assist lever 
aided in preventing jams. It should be 
noted that all rifles in 5.56 are more 
likely to jam than their 7.62 counterparts, 
because of closer design tolerances 
involved. 

Of course, many soldiers like the idea 
of a folding stock for the many times 
when parachuting, building clearance, or 
playing Machine Gun Kelly is required. 
The AR-180, with it’s folding stock, re¬ 
flects a design blunder: the stock folds to 


the left of the weapon, making engaging 
the stock by right handed shooters a 
clumsy, if not impossible, operation. 

In short, the M-16, like the Ml had it’s 
faults which showed up in combat. The 
M-16 was ideal for the type of fighting 
involved and it’s direct gas system made 
possible a lightweight weapon for sol¬ 
diers of short stature, in addition to 
allowing a soldier to carry many more 
rounds of ammunition than would be 
possible in 7.62. The M-16 is also amaz¬ 
ingly more accurate than its predecessors 
and is much more so than the Soviet 
AK-47. 

Any weapon introduced into as massive 
usage as was the M-16 would reflect 
many problems, simply because of the 
fact that it was used under such a wide 
variety of conditions by such a wide 
variety of soldiers. 

Certainly, many “modern day” 
designs are superior to the M-16 but not 
vastly so. These new weapons are 
“second generation” and reflect what 
has been learned with earlier 5.56mm 
weapons. The AR-180, the Israeli Galil 
and the H&K 93 all warrant considera¬ 
tion, but the M-16A1 is a totally accept¬ 
able combat weapon for today’s modern 
battlefield. 

Sincerely yours, 
Joseph D. Hall 
Gainsville, 
Florida 

Gentlemen: 

Re: Meacham’s letter (Vol. 2, No. 1) 
suggesting a better weapon than M-16/ 
Ar-15. It certainly isn’t the AR 180/AR 
18. 

Personal experience with the 180 
indicates a poor track record due to ammo 
malfunctions. Running out of ammo one 
day at the range that had seen thousands 
of rounds fire through 180’s, I found a 
large coffee can in the range shack full of 
assorted bent and dented military 5.56 
rounds. All were malfunctions from the 
180’s, either from normal feeding or 
“Operator Malfunction.” None would 
feed into the 180. All cycled through my 
AR-15 without a bobble. That alone 
would have sold me if I hadn’t had sour 
memories of live rounds jammed between 
the guiderods in the upper receiver. 

Also, try running some “soft point” 
through a 180 sometime. Chances are you 
won’t be happy. 

My knowledge of the Galil is limited 
to the S.O.F. report and a short film 
clip of a demo; but the HK 33 and Valmet 
5.56 are no better than the “16;” these 
I have fired and I am not impressed. 

F.W. Dickey 
Santa Barbara, 
California 


continued on page 62 


U. S. MILITARY 
KNIVES 

All these were made for the U.S. 
Armed Forces, they are not foreign 
copies. You might note that some 
companies who advertised these type 
knives for a whole lot less don’t tell 
where they’re made. Of course, their 
motto is: “Caveat Emptor”, ours is 
“Satisfaction or your money back.” 
All these knives are brand new. 

Marine Corps Survival Knife 


Marine Corps Survival Knife: This has 
a 7” blade so strong that %” of it can 
be clamped in a vise and a 185 lb. 
man can sit on the handle without 
breaking the tip! The handle and 
sheath are treated with preservative 
to prevent fungus, rot, etc. $10.50 
each. Order No. 5684. 

Air Force Survival Knife 



l. :i'4 


Air Force Survival Knife, 5” blade, 
just as tough as the Marine knife 
above; this one has a saw back blade, 
and a hammer butt (you use it when 
the knife’s in the sheath). The sheath 
has a lanyard and sharpening stone in 
a pouch. The sheath is metal tipped. 
$9.50. Order No. OKP-1. 

U. S. Army Machete 


Machete, made by Ontario for the 
U.S. Army; 18” parkerized blade, 
marked with the manufacturer’s 
name and “US.” These are right out 
of the factory wrap, without sheaths. 
$6.50 each. Order No. OKM-1. 


G. I. Utility 
Pocketknife 




G.l. Utility Pocketknife: Stainless 
and with 1,000 uses — ask any boy! 
$4.9 5 each. Order No. 1760. 

IRISH ARMY 
KNIFE 

All around campsite tool! No 
Blarney! A safe, clean cutting, 
sheepfoot blade; can opener/caplifer; 
stub screwdriver at the end of the 
handle; and marlinspike for splicing 
rope. $5.00 each. Order No. 138. 

NORWEGIAN 
LAMINATED STEEL 

\ 

Finished 4” hunting knife blade, 
designated for slicing and skinning. 
Designed for flexibility — razor blade 
hard center couched in two softer 
layers of steel. Just waiting for you 
to design the rest. Order No. N-10. 
$3.50 each. No. N-l 1, 4Vi” blade, 

$4.00ea., No. N-15, 6” blade, $5.00 
IN A HURRY? CALL [404/ 636-1556 
ANYTIME 


We'll ship your order immediately! 
Please add $L00 per order 
for shipping and insurance 

Cnriaty rmpwafam 

Box 33266 F • Decatur, Ga. 30033 
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PANAMA: CUBANS EN ROUTE 
TO PERU 

‘ ‘US government sources have re¬ 
luctantly confirmed recent Washington 
rumors that Cuban troops, of an undis¬ 
closed number, have been identified in 
Panama/’ according to the authoritative 
publication Defense & Foreign Affairs 
Daily. 

“The first unofficial reports of a Cuban 
military presence in the area came from 
a commercial pilot who claimed to have 
observed a Soviet transporter on two 
occasions at a remote airfield used for 
‘touch and go’ practice, but otherwise 
thought to be deserted.” 

The Daily stated that the “first obser¬ 
vation was during daylight hours when a 
large group of men in civilian clothes, but 
disembarking in military formation, were 
seen. The second sighting was during 
evening hours when troops, outfitted with 
jungle uniforms and carrying weapons, 
were unloaded from a similar Soviet 


transporter.” 

According to the Daily, “US intelli¬ 
gence officiers in the Canal Zone have 
reportedly been instructed not to com- 


WWI MARK I 
TRENCH KNIFE 

Exact reproduction 
of the WWI, Mark I 
Trench Knife! 
'Knuckle Buster" 
grip. Double 
edged 6" 
polished 
blade. 

WARNING: 

This knife is sold as 
a collectors item 
and is not rec- 
com mended 
for carrying in 
public. Local 
ordinances 
may restrict 
ownership of 
brass knuckles 
and/or 6" knives. 
We advise you 
to check your local 
local laws before 
ordering. Only 

Length: 11" *14 QC 

| Weight: 20 oz. I J 

Money Back Guarantee - Order Now! 

Phoenix Associates 

Box 837 - Dept. S - Arvada, CO 80001 



ment on these sightings. However, 
upon being confronted with the informa¬ 
tion, one US government source indicated 
that Cuban troops are known to be in 
transit to Peru via shuttle bases in 
Panama.” 

“Coinciding with this report was infor¬ 
mation from other reliable sources that 
blacks in civilian clothes have been 
observed in Panama.” The Daily’s feel¬ 
ing is that “these troops are Angolans in 
view of the fact that they speak Portu¬ 
guese.” 

The publication’s report ends with the 
fact that “Washington sources offer no 
confirmation that these Cuban forces are 
to be left in Panama. In addition, civilian 
observers claim that some 3,500 Cuban 
combat troops have been secretly flown 
into the Zone.” 

ARE YOU HELPING TO FINANCE 
TERRORISTS IN SOUTH AFRICA AND 
RHODESIA? 

Millions of unwitting Americans have 
been contributing funds to such African 
terrorists groups as the MPLA, SWAPO, 
ZANU, and ZAPU through the World 
Council of Churches. Believing that their 
donations are to be used in the support of 
Christianity throughout the world, ap¬ 
proximately 35 million American church 
members contribute funds to their local 
churches, a portion of which ends up in 
the hands of these Marxist terrorist 
organizations. 

The World Council of Churches (WCC) 
describes itself as an “organization de¬ 
voted to building Christian solidarity . . . 
and the Ecumenical Revolution.” The 
WCC has almost 250 member churches in 
over 90 nations representing 28 de¬ 
nominations and 350 million Christians. 

The WCC’s “Special Fund to Combat 
Racism” has, since 1970, contributed 
over $1,000,000 to a wide assortment of 
communist terrorist groups in Africa and 
to Marxist groups in the United States. 
In 1973, the WCC gave $2,000,000 to 
North Vietnam and $1,000,000 to Laos 
and Cambodia. While the WCC has been 
extremely vocal in protesting against the 
South Vietnamese, South Africa and 
Rhodesian governments, they have never 
found cause to criticize in any Marxist 
government. 

A primary reason for the WCC’s anti¬ 
democratic stance and its lack of concern 
for freedom and human rights is due to 
the Soviet’s ability to control the WCC 
through one of the Council’s six pres¬ 
idents: Boris Nikodim — a Soviet citizen 
who has been identified by a KGB 
defector as a high-ranking KGB officer. 
Another reason is that most of the 


Council’s top officials are admittedly pro- 
Marxist and believers in the new “Theol¬ 
ogy of Liberation” which supports the 
contention that Christianity and com¬ 
munism are essentially harmonious. 

Former U.S. Ambassador to South 
Vietnam and the current director of the 
American Security Council, Eldridge 
Durbrow has made statements revealing 
the true status of the WCC. He said, 
“Americans who support the WCC think 
they’re contributing to world peace — 
sadly, they don’t realize they are contri¬ 
buting to the communist cause.” 

Another religious organization active in 
the international war against the Rhodes¬ 
ian people is the United Church of Christ. 
They were recently awarded $25,000 by a 
domestic Marxist group known as the 
“People’s Bicentennial Commission” for 
their work with a clandestine South 
African terrorist group called 
“OKHELA” in revealing how Mobil 
Oil allegedly found a tricky route through 
U.N. sanctions against Rhodesia, enabl¬ 
ing Mobil to supply the Rhodesians with 
critically needed oil and gasoline. The 
United Church of Christ has received 
$10,000 and will receive the remaining 
$15,000 “upon the conviction of any top 
Mobil executive.” 

SOF STAFF NOTES. .. 

Nick Ladas, SOF SWAT Editor has 
recently graduated from the Smith and 
Wesson Armorer’s School and Work¬ 
shop, the Colt Armorer’s and Workshop 
and the Dan Wesson’s Armorer’s School 
and Workshop. John Donovan, a Captain 
in the 12th Special Forces Group, has 
been appointed SOF Explosives and 
Demo Editor. Donovan owns Donovian’s 
Dynenuting, a firm specializing in 
commercial demolition. 

GENERAL VANG PAO ... 

General Vang Pao, leader of the anti¬ 
communist Meo tribe in Laos, is present¬ 
ly located in Bitteroot, Montana, where 
he has purchased a 360 acre farm. Ap¬ 
proximately 100 of his staff and de¬ 
pendents are also settled in the Bitteroot 
area. 


LINEBACKER II. . . 

A writer is compiling a history of air 
operations over Hanoi during December 
1972. Any persons involved or having 
knowledge of Linebacker II operations, 
please contact Dana Drenkowski, 343 Van 
Gordon St., #15-183, Lakewood, Colorado 
80228. Interested in combat tapes, 
photos, stories, maps, etc. . . . 
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OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT... 

Pilots, co-pilots and A/P mechanics 
with experience or qualifications for DC-3 
and Convair operations contact: MIACO 
Personnel Selection Services, Box 460, 
Valleta, Malta. 


MERC LAW... 

Robert L. Keuch, Deputy Assistant 
Attorney General stated the following 
before the Special Subcommittee on 
International Relations, House of Repre¬ 
sentatives: 

The principal statute covering the 
matter of enlistment or recruiting within 
the United States is contained in Title 18, 
Chapter 45 (Foreign Relations), of the 
United States Code. Specifically, 18 
U.S.C. SS959 (a) provides, in pertinent 
part, that: 

Whoever, within the United 
States, . . . hires or retains 
another to enlist ... in the 
service of any foreign . . . state, 

... as a soldier . . . shall be 
fined not more than $1,000 or 
imprisoned not more than three 
years, or both. 

Thus, Section 959 prohibits the enlist¬ 
ment or recruitment within the United 
States of any person for service in the 
armed forces of a foreign country. Gayon 
v. McCarthy, 252 U.S. 171 (1920). In 
addition, Section 958 prohibits a United 
States citizen from accepting and exer¬ 
cising a commission in a foreign service 
in a war against a foreign nation with 
which the United States is at peace. 
Section 960 prohibits the launching of 
a military or naval expedition from the 
United States against any nation which 
the United States is at peace. With regard 
to the application of these statutes, it 
should be emphasized that, in general, it 
is not unlawful for a citizen or other 
person in the United States to leave the 
country with the intent to enlist abroad in 
a foreign military service. See Wilborg v. 
United States, 163 U.S. 632 (1896). 

In addition to the statutes I have cited, 
8 U.S.C. SS1481 (a) (3) provides that any 
citizen of the United States who enters 
the armed forces of a foreign state, 
without the written authorization of the 
Secretaries of State and Defense, shall 
lose his citizenship. This provision, 
however, must be read in the light of the 
Supreme Court’s decision in Afroyim v. 


HANDGUN HUNTING 

BY G.C. NONTE AND 
LEE E. JURRAS 
PUBLISHED BY 
WINCHESTER PRESS, 

$1 0.95, postpaid, 

Lee E. Jurras, P.O. Drawer F, 
Hagerman, New Mexico 88232 


Rusk, 387 U.S. 253 (1967), which held 
that an act of Congress could not divest 
a person of his United States citizenship 
absent voluntary abandonment thereof by 
the citizen himself. Thus, a declaration 
of intent clearer than mere enlistment in 
a foreign army is required for an effective 
renunciation of citizenship, notwithstand¬ 
ing the provisions of 8 U.S.C. SS1481 
(a) (3). Therefore, despite assertions to 
the contrary, service as a mercenary does 
not cause the loss of United States 
citizenship. 

In connection with the activities of 
any foreign agent who may be involved in 
enlistment or recruitment within the 
United States, the provisions of the 
Foreign Agents Registration Act (22 
U.S.C. SS611, et seq.) would apply. For 
example, a registered agent who willfully 
fails to report an activity such as recruit¬ 
ing would be liable to criminal penalties. 
22 U.S.C. SS618 (a) (2). Any individual 
who within the United States dispenses 
any money for or in the interest of a 
foreign principal also comes within the 
Act. 22 U.S.C. SS611 (c) (iii). 

These generally are the provisions of 
law currently governing any attempts at 
enlistment or recruitment within the 
United States. In that connection, I might 
point out that the “Criminal Justice 
Reform Act of 1975” (S. 1), specifically 
Section 1203, has some revisions in con¬ 
nection with these activities. 

With regard to the Justice Depart¬ 
ment’s actions in this matter, I cannot 
comment specifically on any individual or 
investigation. However, I am authorized 
to say that, beginning in the late fall of 
1975, when the news media began to 
report alleged recruitment attempts, we 
have ordered the FBI to investigate 
every such allegation. The results of the 
FBI’s investigations have been and are 
being reported to the Criminal Division 
which has the responsibility for the 
enforcement of the statutes I have cited. 
I can assure you that in those instances 
where the investigation indicates a pos¬ 
sible violation of federal law, we will take 
appropriate prosecutive action. 

End of Statement 


AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE... 

The Colorado Pistol League and SOF 
will sponsor the U.S. National Qualifica¬ 
tion Matches for the International Pistol 
Shooting Confederation (IPSC). The IPSC 
World Championships will be held in 
Rhodesia in August 1977. 

For information regarding IPSC/API 
clubs in your area write: Jeff Cooper, 
American Pistol Institute, Box 401, 
Paulden, Arizona 86334 or SOF. 


* 



Turn Your Hobby Into a Profession 
Be a “GUN PRO"-the Man Other Men 
Respect When It Comes to Guns. 


Career Opportunities: Counsel gun 
buyers in gun shop, sporting goods store, 
discount house. Manage shooting club or 
range. Or start your own business — sell or 
repair guns. It’s an exciting, satisfying life that 
pays good money — and it can be your life 
... if you act now! 


As a “Gun Pro” trainee at North 
American YOU WILL BE ELIGIBLE TO APPLY 
FOR A FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 

If you qualify otherwise, you may obtain a Federal 
License to buy and sell guns, ammunition and 
accessories . .. while you are a student at North 
American. Start making extra cash almost imme¬ 
diately — order guns for others on cost-plus basis. 

IN YOUR FIRST LESSON we reveal a 
ballistics secret that can increase 
your hunting accuracy dramatically 

Your shooting friends will scarcely believe their eyes 
when they see how your shooting improves. It's part of 
your training to become a gun pro. A simple, easy-to- 
understand chart included in your first lesson tells you 
everything you need to know . . . just one example 
of dozens of inside tips revealed as you progress 
through this exciting course. 


Most Complete 
•> Course Of Its 



\jjjw 


How to buy and sell guns.. 
customize, repair and accurize 
them ... fit and finish stocks 
. .. handloading ... scopes ... 
ballistics . . . antique firearms 
black powder . . . importing 
guns . . . chokes ... all you 
need to know to answer almost 
any question about guns, am¬ 
munition, shooting! 


Write for FREE “Gun 
Pro Career Kit"! 

Get free tacts and big brochure 
packed with tnformatton about your 
re as a Gun Pro. It tells how 
tram at home to become 
.inns expert. 


WRITE TODAY.. .No Obligations 
No Salesman will call. 



**Training for the Future through Home Study" , 

NORTH AMERICAN SCHOOL OF FIREARMS Dept. RS046 i 

4500 Campus Dnvc . llniveisity P1 j/j. Newport Btdui, wi 


RUSH ML INFORMATION telling how I may become a GUN PRO 


NAME 


AGE. 


ADDRESS_ 
CITY_ 


.STATE. 


_ZIP_ 


-i 

-In 

.Ji 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


9 







Terrain and Situation - No. 3 

_by Jerry Ahern_ 


All three items discussed here have 
more than one purpose in the urban or 
wilderness survival context. The first is 
the Bowen Survivor Belt Knife, a single- 
edged stainless steel utility knife measur¬ 
ing just under three inches in length. Its 
most interesting feature is that when not 
in use, it slips into a built-in sheath on a 
sturdy one and five-eights-inch belt, and 
serves and looks like an ordinary belt 
buckle. 

For the outdoorsman who has to travel 
light or the urban dweller or police 
officer who wants a knife available to him 
but carft or won’t tolerate a sheath knife 
and dislikes a hefty lockblade folder 
bulging his pockets, it is ideal. Unless 
someone is quite familiar with the 
product, it is unlikely the knife will be 
detected unless brought into use. 

For defense in a sudden attack, it can 
be quickly whipped from its moorings and 
brought into sudden action, with much 
less bother than getting the standard 
lockblade folder into use. 

From a purely utilitarian standpoint it 
makes for one less item to carry in your 
pockets, can be used as a cap lifter, and 
even hold up your pants at the same 
time. The upper surface of the blade, 
measuring an eighth of an inch in width, 
and the rear fact of the buckle have a 
matte finish, whereas the front face and 
blade are polished. In use, the Bowen 
Survivor Belt Knife would be held like a 
push dagger. 

A double-edged version is also avail¬ 
able, better perhaps in a fight but not as 
useful in everyday work. Also, in most 
areas, the single-edged variety is suf¬ 
ficiently legal to avoid a concealed 
weapons charge. 

It is available by mail from several 
sources for about thirty dollars, belt 
included. The Survivor Belt is manu¬ 
factured by Bowen Knife Co., Route 3, 
Box 3245, Blackshear, GA. 31501. 

Another double-duty item that is 
immensely useful on the belt, in the pack 
or glove compartment or to the police 
officer, is the PRO-LIGHT Mini Light, 
measuring just five and one-half inches in 
length and about one and one-eighth 
inches in diameter, with a weight of just 
three ounces. It is an aircraft aluminum 
twist on double battery flashlight, so con¬ 
structed as to throw a beam measuring 
considerably greater in diameter at equal 
distances than average pen lights. The 
Mini Light has still another function: the 
bulb is recessed over an eighth of an inch 
from the face of the light, surrounded by 
highly-polished reflecting surfaces. In 
addition to the bulb not being exposed to 
impact and its added life under rugged 
use, either end of the light also makes for 


an exceedingly effective striking surface. 
Hence, the flashlight becomes a karate 
stick. For the plainclothes police officer 
who often needs a flashlight and can 
always use an extra weapon, it is ideal. In 
much the same context, the Mini Light is 
equally suited for the military man in the 
field. 

Available as an accessory and also 
highly recommended — is the Mini 
Light Holder, similiar in construction to a 
mace holder and fitted with a sturdy belt 
loop, featuring a desirable one-way snap 
for a fast on and off, while still insuring 
against loss. The holder is of good heavy 
leather and is lock stitched and should 
prove durable. The light is available for 
about ten dollars from VSI Recreation, 
Dept. S, 1410 East Walnut Ave,, Fuller¬ 
ton, CA 92631 or from police equipment 
dealers. However, one word of caution: 
because of the twist-on nature of the 
light, if not handled properly, your 
batteries could die before you know it. 
I’d recommend storing the light with the 
batteries out and then checking them 
when at all possible before taking it 
afield, keeping a reserve set available for 
back-up. 


This last pair of items from Thermos 
Products can’t be restricted to double 
or even triple-duty. Their versatility 
depends on the situation you are in and 
the powers of your imagination. The 
first item is the well-known Space Brand 
Emergency Blanket - heat reflecting, 
waterproof and wind proof, an expend¬ 
able designed for emergency survival 
only. The radar reflective blanket opens 
to a size of 56" x 84" and reflects 90% 
of your body heat back to you under even 
the most adverse conditions. Weighing in 
at just two ounces, and less than 5" x 
2 x h" x P/ 2 " in size, unopened, it can be 
packed anywhere. It can be tossed into a 
jacket pocket, even when venturing a 
short distance from camp. 

A similar product from Thermos, 
but also designed to be re-useable, is 
the All Weather Sportsman’s Blanket, 
constructed of an aluminized plastic 
film laminated on both sides of the fiber 
scrim for strength. It reflects 80% of body 
heat for warming or 80% of solar heat 
when used as a sunshade. Measuring 
over 32 square feet when opened, it, 
too, is waterproof, wind-proof and soil- 
resistant. It can be wiped clean with 
a damp cloth, will not crack, peel or chip, 
weighs only twelve ounces and has 
rustproof, reinforced grommetted 
corners. When folded in its Zip Lock 
plastic carrying case, it measures ap¬ 
proximately 10" x 8" x 3"shade, for 
emergency warmth, as a ground cloth or 


or wind-breaker, it is unmatched for 
lightweightness, effectiveness and 
durability. The Space Emergency Blanket 
retails for about $1.95, while the Sports¬ 
man’s Blanket goes for $7.95. Both are 
available from Thermos Div., King- 
Seeley Thermos Co., Norwich, CT 06360, 
and are sold through most outdoor equip¬ 
ment, backpacking or similar shops. Both 
items should find a permanent place in 
your gear. 

With Jimmy Carter recently elected, it 
is now the logical time for all persons hav¬ 
ing anything to do with firearms to join 
with the National Rifle Association, The 
Citizens’ Committee For The Right To 
Keep and Bear Arms and other re¬ 
sponsible pro-gun organizations. Such 
steps would demonstrate to the new 
President, that one of the big reasons his 
margin was so slim, that he failed dis¬ 
mally in the western states and that the 
Massachusetts’ anti-handgun referen¬ 
dum was defeated, is because the vast 
majority of the American people do not 
want legalized theft of handguns. Even¬ 
tually all guns might be banned, under 
the guise of confiscatory laws urged into 
passage through the pressure of logically 
groundless emotional rhetoric, so do 
something constructive, now! 



• BRAND NEW Hand¬ 
crafted from a special 
alloy tool steel. Is not 
chrome-plated and 
can be blued. Scab- 
bard complete with \ 
hanger for regulation \ 
web field belts and 
regular belts. 36" 
leather thong ties 
scabbard to leg. 
Double-edged 
blade for defense 
and survival. 

Complete .. . .$35.00 
With Gerber’s Sports¬ 
man Sharpening 
Steel $45.00 


ORDER NOW! 

Send cash, 
check, money 
order or credit 
card number 
(include expir¬ 
ation date). Add 
$1 min. per 
order for post. 

& handling. 
Calif, res. add 
6% sales tax. 


Phoenix 
Box 693-Dept. S 
Boulder , CO. 
80302 
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Confirm Your Worst Suspicions About 

LIBERAL MEDIA BIAS 

Try HUMAN EVENTS at a SPECIAL RATE -20 Weeks-* 


If you area person who has not been deceived by the 
mind-massage that passes for "objective” reporting in 
the liberal media, you probably share with us this 
understanding: 

Liberals are no more capable of objectively reporting 
the news than they have been in running America for 
the past 40 years. 

That being the case, it is important for you to know 
about Human Events, the Capitol Hill newsweekly 
written by and for conservatives. For over 30 years. 
Human Events has been fearless in confronting the 
issues ignored—or twisted—by the media. 

We want to give you a taste of the tone and style of 
Human Events. The best way is simply to list some of 
the bylines from recent issues: 

A Who's Who of American Conservatives 

Holmes Alexander John D. Lofton 

Joseph Alsop Phillip Abbott Luce 

Rep. John M. Ashbrook Clark Mollenhoff 

Prof. Anthony Bouscaren Kevin P. Phillips 

Sen. James L. Buckley Prof. Stefan T. Possony 

Sen. Harry F. Byrd Justice Lewis F. Powell, Jr. 

John Chamberlain Dr. Max Rafferty 

Rep. Phi! Crane Leonard E. Read 

Ralph de Toledano Gov. Ronald Reagan 

Edith Efron Victor Riesel 

M. Stanton Evans Prof. Murray N. Rothbard 

Lawrence Fertig Rep. John Rousselot 

Victor Gold Morrie Ryskind 

Sen. Barry Goldwater Jeffrey St. John 

Jeffrey Hart Prof Hans F. Scnnholz 

Paul Harvey Phyllis Schlafly 

Henry Hazliti John Schmitz 

Jcnkin Lloyd Jones Henry J. Taylor 

James J Kilpatrick Sen. Strom Thurmond 

Russell Kirk Sen. John Tower 

And here are just a few of their headline articles: 


Rockefeller’s Philosophy Antagonizes Con¬ 
servatives 

The Food Stamp Racket 
Strange White House Operations 
A New Voice For Free Enterprise 
Hypocrisy atThe United Nations 
Conservatives Discontented With Ford Policies 
A Skeptical Look at Ford’s Anti-Inflation 
Plans 

Who Is Winning World War III? 

New Drive For Anti-Busing Amendment 
Evidence Confirms Red China Dope Traffic 
Religious Persecution Continues in U.S.S.R 
Revolutionaries’ Secret Bomb Factories 
The State of Conservatism 
Gun Control NotThe Answer 
The Zealots Behind The Amnesty Campaign 
Union Terrorism Rages Through Nation 
Death Penalty Issue is Still Alive 
Free Enterprise Challenges U.S. M ails 
Teddy Kennedy’s Double Standard 
H ow WorldCouncilofChurches Backs 
T ERROR1SM 

An Exclusive Interview with John Schmitz 


The list could go on for pages. Human Events 
corrects the facts and unscrambles the interpretations 
offered up by the liberal media. Human Events 
gives you facts and insights that make people hang on 
your words—in any gathering. 

No Other Publication Duplicates our Coverage 

Dozens of magazines, newspapers and newsletters 
(some costing over S100 per year) duplicate some of 
Human Events' coverage. But none of them alone, 
nor all of them together, duplicate the hard-hitting 
behind-the-scenes information that Human Events 
delivers every week. 


You see, Human Events has been here for 31 
years—right in the shadow of our nation’s Capitol. 
We’ve built top-level sources of confidential informa¬ 
tion, both inside and outside of government... at the 
top of both political parties. . . in state capitals and 
corporate boardrooms. 

Our sources on the White House staff and.in the 
Executive branch enable us often to “scoop” the 
nation’s press. For example we were first in reporting 
on certain perils in the Strategic Arms Limitations 
(SALT) agreements... and the first publication to 
expose the massive defects in the Nixon Administra¬ 
tion’s guaranteed annual income scheme which was 
defeated because of those flaws. And still vitally 
important: our confidential sources at high levels of 
the F B I keep us—and you—current on the plans of 
the revolutionaries. 

Important Time-Saving Bonus! 

Human Events digests the most important articles 
and news stories from over 200 newspapers and maga¬ 
zines. Our editors monitor these periodicals and 
condense the most important information for you. 

Cover-to-cover reading time for Human Events 
is only about 30 minutes, but you will be kept better 
informed than some persons who spend hundreds of 
dollars a year, and dozens of hours a week, wading 
through stacks of books and periodicals! 

Other regular features: reviews of the important 
books... interviews with headline personalities... 
roll call votes to show you how your senators and 
congressmen are behaving.. .studies in depth on the 
issues people are talking about. 

Conservatives Find Human Events Indispensable 

Here is what just a few of them say: 

"My congratulations to Human Events for 
[its] service to the nation and its ideals.” 

Sen. James Buckley 

"I can only think of how proud my old friend 
Frank Hanighen, would be if he were alive today 
and able to see the excellence which his publica¬ 
tion has achieved.” Sen. Barry M. Goldwater 
“Your efforts over the past 30 years have con¬ 
tributed to a better-informed public on critical 
issues and events.” Gov. Ronald Reagan 

“I have found this publication to be highly in¬ 
formative and ‘must’ reading for any conserva¬ 
tive who wants to stay abreast of the Capitol Hill 
political scene.” Rep. John Ashbrook 

Liberals. Too, Read Human Events 

Liberal magazines, with editorial budgets much 
bigger than ours, nonetheless pore through HUMAN 
Events every week for facts which we learn from our 
exclusive sources. Again and again, stories first ap¬ 
pearing in Human Events appear a week or two 
later in the mass media. Here is what a few Liberals 
have written about us: 

"Human Events is a relentlessly conservative 
journal that sells fewer than 100,000 copies 
weekly and is little known outside Washington, 
D.C. But in a city where conservative opinion is 
hard tocome by, the tough little tabloid enjoys 
an impact all out of proportion to its circula¬ 
tion....” Newsweek 

"The most influential of the [Washington con¬ 
servative] group is the weekly newspaper, Hu¬ 
man Events. ... The paper, established in 1944 
is... well produced ana edited... it looks at the 
political news of the week with a rightward 
myopia, but with an emotional restraint not 
found in many publications that share its view¬ 
point. ...” 

Cabell Phillips in the New York Times 


“Newsweek likes to brag about being the world’s 
most oft-quoted news weekly. But not at the 
White House. There the honor must go to 
Human Events.” 

Ripon Forum, Magazine of the Liberal 
Ripon Society 

Take "The Intelligent Conservative's 
Reference Manual" and Save 46% 

Let us send you a FREE and 
postpaid copy of The Intelligent 
Conservative's Reference Man¬ 
ual (compiled by the editors of 
H uman Events) along with your 
one year subscription to H umaIm 
Events at the regular subscrip¬ 
tion rate. (This bargain is yours 
when you enclose your check to 
save us the cost of billing.) 

This is one of the most spec¬ 
tacular values we have ever been 
able to offer to new subscribers: 
52 issues of Human Events at single copy 


newsstand rate.$26.00 

Retail price of “The Intelligent 

Conservative’s Reference Manual”.$1.95 

Total value.$27.95 

You pay only.$15.00 

YOU SAVE 46%.$12.95 


The order form also offers a special trial rate: 

20 weekly issues for $6—a savings of 40% over the 
single copy, newsstand price. 

Unconditional. Risk-Free Guarantee 

If you ever decide to cancel your subscription for 
any reason, we will send you an immediate refund 
for the unused portion. No questions asked! (Out of 
nearly 25,000 new subscribers last year, less than a 
dozen asked for refunds!) 

Send your check with the order, and we will mail 
your free copy of The Intelligent Conservative's 
Reference Manual — and begin your Human 
Events subscription—the day it arrives! 

Order Form 


Human Event 

THE NATIONAl CONSERVATIVE WEEKLY 

422 First StTeet, S.E. • Washington, D.C. 20903 




OUR BEST OFFER 

FOR NEW SUBSCRIBERS ONLY 

□ Enter my subscription for 52 issues at only $15 (a 
savings of $11 over the single issue newsstand 
price). Also send me FREE and postpaid, a copy 
of The Intelligent Conservative's Reference 
Manual as described above. My payment is 
enclosed. _ . , 

Trial Offer 

□ Enter my subscription for 20 issues at $6 (a sav¬ 
ings of 40% over the single copy newsstand price). 
Payment enclosed. (Thank you! We'll add an 
extra three issues for saving us the cost of billing.) 

O Bill me later. 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


11 














90 Minutes At Entebbe, by William 
Stevenson, with Material from Uri Dan, 
Bantam Books (Paperback), $1.95. 

Instant histories have a well-deserved 
shabby reputation, but for the wrong 
reasons. They are generally condemned 
for lack of historical perspective, which 
is unfair, since the real purpose of the 
genere (apart form the fast buck motive) 
is to evoke the ambience surrounding 
historic episodes and reflect the public 
perception of them at the time they 
occurred. In other words, instant his¬ 
tories can serve as a source material for 
fresh-perked histories. 

The real trespasses of the instant his¬ 
torian are journalistic sloppiness, in¬ 
attention to detail, errors of fact, and all 
the other things apprentice journalists 
get chewed out for by assistant city 
editors. There is no reason why the 
instant historian, who has days, some¬ 
times even a couple of weeks to work off a 
short book, can’t be at least as accurate 
as the correspondents who covered the 
fight in the first place (instant histories 
are always about fights). 

At any rate, this account by William 
Stevenspn of Israel’s rescue of the Air 
France hostages from the Entebbe air¬ 
port is better than most. Stevenson 
presently has a book on the best-seller 
list (A Man Called Intrepid) and has 
extensive contacts in Israel. (He is the 
author of Zanek! A Chronicle of the 
Israeli Air Force, and Strike Zion, a 
quickie on the Six Day War.) He was in 
Israel at the time of the raid. 

Stevenson provided little in the way of 
new information on the raid, but did 
put together the first reasonably coherent 
account of the operation to appear in 
English. We learn, for instance, that the 
raiding party included four C-130s. 
General Binyamin Peled, commander of 
the Israeli Air Force Hercules was in one 
of them, and two 707’s, the latter for sup¬ 
port and communications. The first 
Hercules landed on a brightly lit runway 


and disgorged a Merc resembling 
that of Urgandan dictator Idi Amin. The 
car stopped at the guard post by the old 
control tower, and the security guards 
saluted before dying. 

One reason the terrorists had as little 
warning as they did was that the first 
raiding plane taxied to a point directly in 
front of the old terminal building, where 
the 103 hostages were held. The descrip¬ 
tion suggests that Gabriele Kroche- 
Tiedemann, the German woman terrorist 
the hostages nicknamed “The Nazi 
Bitch’’ had no irikling of what was hap¬ 
pening until seconds before an Israeli 
soldier emptied the entire magazine clip 
of his submachine gun into her. 

Contrary to the published reports at 
the time, Stevenson says the raiders took 
nearly all of their equipment back with 
them. The exception was a $1 million 
fuel pump, which was to be used to refuel 
the planes from Entebbe stocks if neces¬ 
sary. It was abandoned to make space for 
Russian equipment taken from the 
quarters of Palestinian pilots learning to 
fly Ugandan Migs, Stevenson says. 

The most revealing part of the work has 
little to do with the military or in¬ 
telligence workings of the raid, but with 
its motivation. The decision to pursue the 
military solution, Stevenson makes clear, 
came when the hijackers made a Setekzia, 
a separation of the passengers into two 
groups, Jews and non-Jews, as had been 
done in the Nazi death camps. Israel also 
received intelligence indicating that the 
terrorists intended to begin executing hi¬ 
jackers at dawn on July 4 (the raid was 
the previous midnignq. 

Israel is a country far more haunted by 
the holocaust than it cares to admit, and 
Stevenson maintains that when word of 
the release of the non-Jewish hostages 
reached the country, a national consensus 
formed which made the military solution 
the oniy real option. The point is entirely 
believable, and is crucial to any under¬ 
standing of what makes Israel tick. 


rapists and muggers with this high quality 
precision machined automatic. Fires 7 rounds as ^ 
quickly as you can squeeze the trigger. Solid metal 
construction — dependable operation. Convenient 
trigger safety lock. No Federal Firearms License required. [ 
Don t be confused by cheap metal and plastic imitations 
that might misfire or jam in an emergency. 


FITS EASILY IN PURSE OR POCKET 

EE 

DEFENDER Dept. A268 » NEW CASTLE, DEL 19720 


ONLY *24. 


ADD $5.00 FOR 25 ROUNDS AND PREPAID, 
INSURED DELIVERY. NO C O D 'S PLEASE. 


Several years ago, Israelis used to tell 
visitors of the high school class that was 
studying Hitler’s death camps which had 
only one question for the teacher. 
“Where was the Israeli Air Force?’’ 

Against such a background, the Israeli 
reaction to the raid can be understood as 
something far deeper than elation at 
regaining some of the military self- 
confidence shaken during the Yom 
Kippur War. After 2,000 years, the posse 
finally got there in the nick of time. 

The most interesting detail in the book 
is Stevenson’s assertion that the raiders 
took three terrorists alive and brought 
them back to Israel. Official accounts 
have always maintained that three of the 
terrorists escaped. Stevenson does not 
elaborate on the assertion, and it has 
never been corraborated, but given his 
sources, it can’t be dismissed out of 
hand. 


The Raid, by Benjamin F. Schemmer, 
Harper & Row, $10.95. 

Undoubtedly the most meticulously 
planned and rehearsed raid of the Viet¬ 
nam war was the Son Tay prison raid in 
November 1970. 

Author Schemmer, a West Point 
graduate and editor and publisher of the 
Armed Forces Journal has put together 
over a five year period a detailed, objec¬ 
tive narrative which reads like a best¬ 
selling adventure novel. 

Air Force photo interpreters early in 
1970 discovered held at Son Tay, had 
laid out a coded message by arranging 
laundry and trampling out letters in the 
dirt. Schemmer describes how the opera¬ 
tion materialized; how personnel and 
equipment were selected and the hassles 
in getting both approval and cooperation 
from various bureaucrats. 

After months of planning, rehearsing 
and soul-searching, the raid was launch¬ 
ed and completed without the loss of a 
single participant. Within the 27 minutes 
allocated to complete their mission, the 
hand-picked Special Forces team blasted 
their way into the prison and withdrew. 
But there were no POW’s! They had been 
moved before due to floods, ironically 
caused in part by U.S. covert rain-making 
missions. 

The raid was not without its positive 
results, as one of the assault teams 
landed in the wrong compound and 
ended up wasting 200 Russian or Chinese 
advisors. 

continued on page 67 
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SOF INTERVIEW 


Over the past 18 months , increasing 
numbers of SOF readers have ex¬ 
pressed interest in the terrorist war in 
Rhodesia , and service in the Rhodesian 
armed forces . Press reports speculate 
that anywhere from 250 to 400 Amer¬ 
icans have enlisted. In order to dispell 
a number of misconceptions concerning 
service with the Rhodesian forces , SOF 
Publisher/Editor Robert K. Brown 
interviewed Major Lamprecht , Recruit¬ 
ing Officer for the Rhodesian Army , in 
Salisbury , Rhodesia . The interview 
follows: 


RHODESIAN 

RECRUITING 

OFFICER 


MAJOR NICK LAMPRECHT 


SOF: What type of Individuals are you seeking to recruit for 
the Rhodesian Army? 

LAMPRECHT: Obviously, we prefer young men, and we have 
vacancies in most branches (Americans are presently serving 
in the Rhodesian Right Infantry, Special Air Services, Corps 
of Engineers and the Armoured Corps-Ed.) The bulk of 
vacancies exist in the infantry and that is why we prefer 
younger men. They must be physically fit. 

SOF: Do volunteers have to have previous military 
experience? 

LAMPRECHT: No. In fact, we prefer to enlist the young man 
who has had no previous military experience. 

SOF: Why? 

LAMPRECHT: It is far easier to take an untrained individual 
and mould him to our own needs. Experienced veterans from 
other armies have preconceived ideas and find some difficulty 
in adjusting to local conditions. It is also difficult for a veteran 
to adjust to being treated as a recruit. We cannot give every¬ 
one individual treatment. Often veterans resent being treated 
like recruits. Yet, we cannot send a man to an operational 
area unless we are positive he can do the job. I emphasize to 
the new recruit that we operate differently, that they have to 
adjust just as we would if we joined the U.S. Army. They 
agree and promptly forget. However, the more mature chaps 
accept it. 

SOF: What is your attitude toward Vietnam veterans? 


LAMPRECHT: This often poses a problem. When a Vietnam 
veteran, highly decorated and of high rank arrives, it's 
difficult for us to offer rank until we can evaluate his capa¬ 
bilities. If he proves himself, he will be promoted within six 
months. However, all volunteers for the Special Air Squadron 
start off as troopers. And this occasionally creates problems 
as many veterans expect to grab an FN, jump in the back of a 
land rover and take off for the bush. We cannot allow this. 
They must learn our methods and tactics. 

SOF: The terrorists and their supporters have characterized 
the foreigners that have joined your army as “mercenaries.” 
Would you comment on this? 

LAMPRECHT: I would challenge you or anyone else to 
produce a single mercenary in the Rhodesian Army. Even 
one. Everyone joins our army under the same conditions and 
for three years. All are regular soldiers. All receive the same 
pay, the same type of equipment. There is no difference be¬ 
tween an American joining the Rhodesian Army than there 
would be if a Rhodesian would join the U.S. Army. 

SOF: Where do the majority of the foreign volunteers come 
from? 

LAMPRECHT: The United States and England, though we 
have volunteers from Canada, Australia, New Zealand, as 
well as most western European countries. Over the last two 
years, recruiting has come alive. We receive numerous ap¬ 
plications everyday from all over the world, 
continued on page 61 



“There is no difference between an American join¬ 
ing the Rhodesian Army than a Rhodesian joining 
the U.S. Army.” 


“Many Vietnam veterans arrive here expecting to 
grab an FN jump into a Land Rover and take off for 
the bush.” 
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SOF RECON: 

ACTION IN 
SOUTHERN 



As Southern Africa offers some of 
the most interesting and intriguing 
opportunities for the professional 
adventurer, “Soldier Of Fortune ” 
decided to send a team of staff mem¬ 
bers for an on-the-spot evaluation. 

Editor/Publisher R. K. Brown, 
Explosives and Demo Editor John 
Donovan, and Roving Correspondent 
Ralph Edens (who “roved” over Port 
au Prince, Haiti in 1969, napalaming 
the presidential Palace from a Super 
Constellation) laid over a day in Rio 
de Janeiro. Brown and Edens managed 
to get stoned by a couple of shoe shine 

boys; Donovan was rudely dumped off 
in tne slums by a cab driver who didn ’t 
like gringos. So much for Rio. 

Our intrepid crew linked up with 
“Soldier Of Fortune ” African corres¬ 
pondent AIJ. Venter in Johannesburg, 
where they agreed it might be more 
adventuresome to travel by vehicle to 
Salisbury than Air Rhodesia. At the 
Rhodesian border, customs officials 
indicated that there had been no am¬ 
bushes in the area so they decided to 
proceed north without the benefit of 
convoy. Anyway, it would be interest¬ 
ing to see if the terrorists' markman- 
ship was as bad as reported. 

Unfortunately, they arrived in Salis¬ 
bury without incident though their 
adrenalin level rose whenever they en¬ 
countered cattle or sheep on the 
highway, as terrorists often block 
roads with livestock in conjunction 
with ambushes. Their report follows: 

In Salisbury, it was business as usual 
even though terrorist operations had 
escalated in the border areas. Police were 
seldom seen and still do not carry side- 
arms which indicated to us that the 
African populace was not as “oppressed’’ 
as many of the western liberals would 
like us to believe. 

We bunked in at the luxurious Mono- 
matapa Hotel, which has been dubbed 
“The Claymore’’ by the Rhodesian 
“troopies’’ due to its semi-circular 
construction. A few phone calls and a 
couple of hours later, we were quaffing 


Lion Lagers with three members of 
the Rhodesian Light Infantry. For obvious 
reasons, all foreigners serving with the 
Rhodesian security forces have been 
given a nom de guerre. 

Bob Nicholson, 29, from Fortune, 
California, spent eight years in the U.S. 
Army, including four years in Nam. 
Airborne /Ranger qualified, Nicholson 
left the Army in 1975 because of the 
drug problem and lax discipline. Bored 
with civilian life, he simply packed his 
bags, flew to Rhodesia and enlisted in 
June, 1975. 

Chris Johnson, 26, from Houston, 
Texas, served two tours with a Marine 
Recon Bn. followed by a five year tour 
with the French Foreign Legion’s Second 
Parachute Regiment. After his Legion 
discharge, he returned to Houston, where 
a Houston PD officer told him of the 
opportunities in Rhodesia. Within days, 
he was on his way. 

The third member of the trio was Andy 
McLean, 26, from Scotland, who served 
nine years with the British Parachute 
Regiment. He opted for Rhodesia after 
receiving glowing reports from several of 
his buddies who had already made the 
move. 

“I simply couldn’t handle civilian 
life,’’ McLean recounted, as he sipped on 
his Lion Lager. “I’m satisfied. There’s 
action and a lot of bloody good people 
in our unit.’’ 

McLean stated his basic training unit 
consisted of 28 foreigners and five 
Rhodesians. The RLI, which consists 
of three assault companies, one training 
company and one support company, 
has thirty to forty percent foreigners, 
most of whom come from the U.S. and 
commonwealth countries. 

We spent the next five days hunting 
and talking to local farmers and troops. 

One of the farmers was Art Cumming, 
a strapping, cheery man whose farm was 
located about 50 kilometers from our 
safari camp. We were with Cumming 
and his wife Sandy the week before he 
was murdered by terrorists in Rhodesia’s 
northwest operational area, code named 
“Operation Ranger.’’ 


What is tragic about the attack is that 
while it was made in the name of terror¬ 
ism, few families in Rhodesia enjoyed 
such excellent relations with the blacks 
who lived on their farm. Consequently 
the Cumming brothers declined a gov¬ 
ernment offer to erect a fence around 
their farm house, in spite of the fact 
that every other farm in the region had 
been fenced. 

Arthur Cumming phrased it this way 
on the last morning that we were with 
him: 

“I’ve grown up among these people. 
So did my dad and his dad. They know us 
as we are, and we know and accept them 
in the same way. There is trust and 
understanding, so why would they try 
to kill me, or my wife or brother or 
mother?’’ 

Ten days after we left, Cumming- 
known in his unit, the Rhodesian Light 
Infantry, as “Gentleman Jim’’ - had been 
shot down in the sitting room of the home 
he had built for his new wife less than a 
year ago. 

What was surprising about the death of 
Arthur Cumming was that during the 
five days we hunted on his property, 
nothing out of ordinary occurred on the 
farm. 

Once again there had been attacks on 
Cumming cattle by a pride of lions that 
had come across from the Wankie Na¬ 
tional Park and Arthur was eager to drive 
them back to the sanctuary. It was our 
job to kill one or two members of the 
pride which had accounted for the loss of 
at least a dozen head of cattle during the 
previous week. 

Our routine was the same each day of 
the hunt. Each morning before dawn we 
would arrive at the Cumming estate atop 
a small hill overlooking the nearby rail¬ 
way line. There we would pick up the 
local tracker, a man named Tickey, who 
had been with the Cumming family for 
more than 30 years. We were unaware 
that Tickey was already playing a pivotal 
role in the tragedy which was to follow. 

Movement about the farm was unre¬ 
stricted. The only signs of a security 
presence were armed patrols along the 
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SOF Editor/Publisher Brown chats with a member of the a train load of copper into the river bed. Brown carries a .45 
British South Africa Police Reserve near the Wetesi railway Mark IV Colt in a Roy Baker Pancake Holster, 
bridge. Terrorists blew the first span (note arrow) dumping 


railway line checking each day for land¬ 
mines which may have been placed on 
bridges and culverts during the night. 
Nothing was found while we were in the 
area, though the terrorists had blown a 
span of the Metesi River bridge a few 
weeks earlier. 

In spite of tracking a series of kills, 
the lion hunt was unsuccessful and our 
party settled for a fair-sized sable and a 
near record kudu. Days later, the attack 
which rocked northwest Rhodesia had 
taken place: a woman was widowed, soon 
to give birth to a child who would never 
know its father. 

Details of the actual attack have been 
sparse, a tight security blanket being 
thrown over the area by members of 
the security forces who engaged in 
follow-up operations directly after Arthur 
Cumming had been killed. 

Apparently, Arthur and Sandy were 
alone on the farm that fateful night. 
Lawrence, his younger brother, had left 
earlier in the day for Bulowayo, where 


their mother, one of the earliest pioneers 
in the northwest, had been spending a 
few days. 

At about nine in the evening, according 
to Sandy Cumming, Arthur got up from 
his easy chair in the lounge to lock the 
outside doors. Moments later, she recalls 
with horror, three black men in the uni¬ 
forms of the Rhodesian Army — complete 
with camouflage cloth caps — entered the 
room from the kitchen. 

Sandy’s first words of surprise were: 
“Arthur, what is the Army doing in the 
house?” 

A moment later, Arthur shouted a 
warning. “Run Sandy. Run for your life, 
out of the house.” A fusilade of shots 
rang out in the close confines of the 
house and Arthur Cumming staggered 
backwards into the lounge. He crumpled 
in a heap onto the concrete floor. That 
was the last that Sandy saw of the attack, 
for she had already slipped out through 
one of the side doors. Moments later, she 
heard another burst of AK-47 fire. Sandy 


could hear bullets ricocheting off the 
concrete and she knew the terrorists had' 
again shot her wounded husband. 

It was clear from the start that the 
terrorists’ band of three, who apparently 
had come across from Zambia, were 
aware that Sandy Cumming had escaped. 
They also knew that she was almost 
nine months pregnant and consequently, 
could not go very far. 

Crouching in a low clump of bushes at 
the end of the garden, Sandy could hear 
one of the men, obviously the leader of 
the killer band, give an order. One of the 
terrs immediately began to search for 
her around the house while the other two 
set about raiding the farm store, about 30 
meters from the homestead. 

Sandy remained hidden for what she 
terms “about 10 or 15 minutes, I can’t 
remember exactly how long.” All the 
while, she was desperate to know the fate 
of Arthur, for no sound came from the 
house. Meanwhile, the one terrorist 
searched through the house for her. 






Eventually, Sandy could restrain 
herself no longer. She waited until the 
searching terrorist had gone around the 
corner of the house and then quickly 
scrambled towards the building, slipping 
into the house once again by the same 
door that she had exited from. Like a 
phantom in the dark, she made her way 
to Arthur who lay in a pool of blood where 
he had fallen. He was not yet dead. 

Trembling, but with cool calculation, 
Sandy Cumming moved slowly towards 
the Agri-alert system which had been 
installed in their home only a few weeks 
before. She knew that she would have 
instant contact with a distant police 
station, but she was also aware that if 


she tripped the alarm switch, the noise 
would bring the terrorists running. 

Sandy carefully moved the switch 
marked “Talk” over to the “On” posi¬ 
tion. Lifting the telephone receiver to her 
ear she whispered a few words. “Can 
anyone hear me?” she said softly. 

The firing had already alerted an Army 
patrol near the railway station, but they 
were several kilometers away. They had, 
however, contacted base and reported the 
shooting and thus, the command and con¬ 
trol center was on the alert. 

Yes, they could hear her. What had 
happened, they asked. 

In as few words as possible, Sandy 
recounted the story in a low voice. 



Unsuccessful in quest for rogue lions and terrorists, Brown settled for a sable 
(above) and near-record kudu (below). George GrasselEi, below left, is owner of 
Central Africa Safaris, Wankie, Rhodesia. 



“Arthur is dying,” she said. “Please 
send help.” 

Once again, she slipped to where 
Arthur was lying. She returned to the 
Agri-lert to tell them that Arthur's 
condition was critical. Having spent much 
of her adult life as a nursing sister in 
Salisbury, Sandy Cumming knew a 
serious case when she saw one and she 
did not mince words. 

Several more times, Sandy went to her 
dying husband and each time she re¬ 
turned to the agri-alert phone to report 
his condition. On one occasion, a terrorist 
banged at one of the doors as he passed 
and she froze. But he moved on. 

Eventually the inevitable report came 
through. “Arthur is dead,” she called 
over the intercom. By then the terrorists 
had gone, having set fire to the farm 
store while a military patrol was fast 
approaching the house. 

Unbeknown to Sandy Cumming, the 
entire drama, as it unfolded, was being 
followed by the entire farming com¬ 
munity of northwest Rhodesia; at least 
that portion was linked by agri-alert to 
Victoria Falls Police Station. Each one of 
the sets installed on the farms is in con¬ 
tact with the other, so that when one 
farmer speaks, every other link can follow 
the conversation. In this way, if the 
alarm is sounded on a farm, it goes off 
simultaneously on every other farm. 

In the case of the Cumming attack, this 
was closely followed by all the farms 
simply because the agri-alert system, to¬ 
gether weapons, are usually next to any 
farmer’s bed once the security gates have 
been shut for the night. 

For a radius of more than 100 kilo¬ 
meters, families were able to hear the 
drama as it unfolded, made all the more 
poignant since Gentleman Jim Cumming, 
as young as he was, was already a well- 
known figure within the community. 

In the words of George Grasselli, our 
guide who lives about 50 kilometers from 
the Cumming farm. It was frustrating. 
“There we were, listening to this terrible 
£tory and there was absolutely nothing 
that we could do about it,” he said. 

Rhodesian security forces were quick to 
follow up the attack, but first, questions 
were asked among those Africans work¬ 
ing and living on the farm. There were a 
few astonishing developments. 

The first of these was that the tracker, 
Tickey, who had been with the family for 
three decades and had, in fact, helped 
during our hunt for lion, had led the ter¬ 
rorists to the Cumming home on the night 
of the attack. Apparently, he had been 
feeding and hiding the group for a week, 
in spite of the fact that Tickey had 
often looked after young Cumming when 
he was a child. 

“He carried him on his back as a little 
boy and helped to kill him once he had be¬ 
come a man,” was the phrase used by 
one of the security officers during the 
investigation. Tickey is, at present, in 
custody in Victoria Falls. For helping ter- 
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rorists in a terminal attack, he could re¬ 
ceive the death penalty. 

The name of another of the farm hands 
was mentioned to us by Arthur 
Cumming, when he explained why he 
believed the homestead would never be 
attacked. This man was a “Boss Boy” on 
the estate, and was also a senior card 
carrying member of the ZAPU faction of 
the Rhodesian African National Council 
(ANC). 

During various discussions with this 
man, Arthur had been told by him that 
the farm was safe. He was told that 
everyone knew that he paid his labor well 
and was kind and good to their families. 
There was no reason, the AFRICAN 
TOLD Arthur, why the insurgents should 
want to attack the Cumming home. 

this was one of the reasons, Arthur 
Cumming intimated, why he had never 
had his home enclosed with cyclone fenc¬ 
ing. At the most authoritative level, he 
had been assured that it would not be 
necessary. 

This ANC member is today also being 
held in close custody by the Rhodesian 
police. His role in the murder has not yet 
been detailed. 

When we heard of the Cumming 
murders, we all reflected on a strange 
situation that had occurred on the third 
day of our hunt. 

About 0530 hours, we were traveling 
toward the Cumming farm in Grasselli’s 
land mine proofed Land Rover. Roll bars 
had been installed along with steel plat¬ 
ing in front of the fire wall under and be¬ 
hind the front seats. We were crossing 
the railway near the Metesi bridge, as 
dawn was sneaking over the African 
bush, when one of our party observed 



Brown and Donovan contemplated go¬ 
ing over Victoria Falls in a barrel. 
Brown rejected the idea as he felt Don¬ 
ovan was more of a threat than the falls. 


three Africans 150 meters down the 
track. 

“They are armed and in uniform,” 
someone whispered. Grasselli halted the 
vehicle; we bailed out and began un¬ 
casing our Zeiss-scoped .375 H & H 
magnums. 

We had been hoping to get a shot at 
some terrorists and it looked as if it was 
time. 

Grasselli glassed the suspects as we 
moved into the prone position. 

“I can't make out their weapons but 
they're wearing Rhodesian camies,” 
he said. We shrugged our shoulders and 
reluctantly went back to looking for 
lions. 

When we heard that Cumming had 
seen terrorists, we zeroed in with 20- 
20 hindsight and determined we should 
have hailed the suspects - especially 
since when we had first observed them, 
they were moving toward the railway and 
when they heard the Land Rover, they 
ran the other way. 

In Rhodesia, generally, the war con¬ 
tinues unabated, except that Mr. Smith's 
security forces appear to have achieved 
a major breakthrough. 

On our trip to Salisbury by road last 
October, we passed numerous opera¬ 
tional centers along the main southeast 
highway from Beit Bridge. A month later, 
when we returned once again by vehicle, 
the entire operational front had moved 
further towards the east and the 
Mozambique border, the back of the 
insurgent offensive having apparently 
been broken by cross-border raids into 
the neighboring Marxist state. 

The extent and impact of these raids is 
not fully known. While some critics 



Al J. Venter and John Donovan exam¬ 
ine Browning Hi-Power with target 
sight and shoulder stock. Venter holds 
Sten gun. 



Due to arms embargo, Rhodesians are 
developing own small arms. Above is 
prototype of a 9 mm SMG, called the 
R-76, which will be described in the 
next issue. 



Sten gun stock has been replaced with 
pistol grip to facilitate use in Gras- 
selli's Land Rover. 



Al Venter tries out Sten SMG with 
pistol type grip. 
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maintain that they have come too late and 
are not on a large enough scale, un¬ 
official but reliable Salisbury contacts 
have indicated that the three cross- 
border operations stymied the full force 
of the terrorist summer offensive. 

Government sources in Salisbury speak 
of “several hundred terrorists killed/’ 
Other reliable sources indicate that the 
true figure is nearer 2,000 terrorists, 
killed in three separate operations. 

The daring, immagination and effec¬ 
tiveness of these raids can be compared 
favorably with the Israili raid on Entebbe 
and the U.S. raid on Son Tay. 

According to one of our contacts, on 
August 8th, a Rhodesian force of 72 men 
— both blacks and whites — drove into a 
terrorist training camp in Frelimo ve¬ 
hicles, dressed in Frelimo uniforms, 
singing Frelimo songs and armed with 
AK-47’s. Their operational plan had them 
driving onto the camp’s parade ground 
as the terrs and Frelimo troops were 
holding reville about 20 minutes before 
dawn. When in position, the Rhodesian 

force opened up, killing approximately 
300 terrorists and 30 Frelimo. 

Days after the first raid the Mozam¬ 
bique Government broke silence with a 
brief announcement that 618 had been 
killed. The broadcast alleged that the 
attack had been made on defenceless re¬ 
fugees at “Nyagomia village, 40 kms. 
inside Mozambique.” 

Subsequently a British newspaper, 
under the headline, RHODESIA IS 
ACCUSED, repeated the Mozambique 
Government’s accusation that “hundreds 
of women and children” were killed in 
an attack on a “refugee camp” and 
quoted the Mozambique Government’s 
publication of photographs of “massed 
graves of women and children refugees.” 

The British Government further stated 
that it preferred to believe the United 
Nations’ account to that of the Rhode¬ 
sian Government. 

On August 29th, the Rhodesian 
Government released a fairly full and 
documented account of the raid, includ¬ 
ing a captured map of Nyadzonya camp. 
In addition, captured documents included 



Donovan examines a folding stack 
model of Russian 7.62mm RPKS light 
machine gun which is relatively rare in 
Africa. 



Members of the BSAP Reserve guarding the Metesi bridge, while away the hours 
over improvised chess game. Reservests serve three week tours three times a 
year. 



Donovan with a squad of young Rhodesian “troopies” who have just returned 
from patrol near Victoria Fall, Rhodesia. 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


19 






a “master roll” of more than 2000 names 
of camp inmates, listing their real names, 
their chimurenga (“war of revolution”) 
names and details of their village of 
origin, district, educational standard, oc¬ 
cupation and marital status. 

Words on the map clearly indicate the 
military nature of the camp: words such 
as “security section,” “security 
guards,” “male barracks,” “com¬ 
mander’s residence” and places for 
“Red guards.” Other documents showed 
there were three battalions based on the 
camp at the time of the raid. On August 
5th — three days before the raid — the 
A Battalion had a register of 1128, of 
whom 1070 were on parade, some were 
sick and 36 were “missing.” Each battal¬ 
ion was broken down into three detach¬ 
ments, and with each detachment were a 
commander, a political commissar, a 
medical officer, a deputy commander and 
a person responsible for logistics. 

A further document included a list 
of SKS machine guns and rocket launch¬ 
ers — curious equipment for a refugee 
camp. 


Members of the Rhodesian Airborne HALO section have just excited a DC-3 
with Rhodesian flag. A U.S. Vietnam vet is presently the HALO advisor to the 
Rhodesians. 


dapted for anti-aircraft role; Chinese 75mm type 56 Re- 
coiless Rifle; and Russian 82mm BIO (or RG82) Recoiless 
Rifle. Rhodesian forces captured/destroyed nearly 100 
tons of terrorist arms. Set back terr offensive by months. 


Above are samples of weapons captured by Rhodesian 
Army in their daring assault into Mozambique. From left to 
right: Russian 7.62mm Goryunov Heavy Machine Gun; two 
Russian 7mm DShK M 1938/46 Heavy Machine Guns a- 
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As an editorial in the Rhodesian Sun¬ 
day Mail (Aug. 29) stated: 

“No one who sees the documentary 
evidence can question that the Nyadzo- 
nya camp . . . was in fact a terrorist 
camp. To suggest, as has been done out¬ 
side our borders, that it was a refugee 
camp has been proved absolute nonsense 
by the documents. They are packed with 
references to the military structure of 
the camp, its battalion formations, their 
chain of command (including political 
commissars), lists of revolutionary 
names, records of weapons and instruc¬ 
tions on them, lecture notes with the 
thoughts of communist chairman Mao 
tse-tung, records of punishments in¬ 
flicted on dissident revolutionaries (in¬ 
cluding women), and personal testa¬ 
ments of recruits. 

“It is all there for the world to see — 
and to nail the refugee camp lie. Ref¬ 
ugees do not have military battalions, 
terrorist indoctrination, communist com¬ 
missars and weapons of war. 

“Obviously efforts were made in 
Mozambique to cover up the true nature 
and purpose of Nyadzonya — sufficient 
to fool a representative of the United 
Nations, not that that body would require 
much convincing of anything anti- 
Rhodesian. 

“There have been suggestions that 
after the Rhodesian raid Frelimo took 
the opportunity to do some eliminating 
of their own. Likely or not, it is interest¬ 
ing to note that the camp Rhodesia 
attacked was at Nyadzonya, 50 km. in¬ 
side Mozambique, while the United Na¬ 
tions’ representative admitted the settle¬ 
ment he saw was called Margonha and 
was near the Rhodesian border.*’ 

During one raid, a massive arms dump 
was destroyed in the Tete region of 
Mozambique involving almost 100 tons 
of Soviet and Chinese ordnance. The ex¬ 
plosion lit up the sky for 50 kilometers 
ind there were a number of “foreign 
advisers’* including Eastern Europeans 
killed in the blast. 

One of the results of cross-border 
raids is that Rhodesian army morale is 
at a zenith. This has also been reflected 
on the activities of those terrorists (esti¬ 
mated to number about 2,000, of whom 
about a fifth are in the northeast), 
still in the bealeaguered country. 

Terrorists captured by Rhodesian 
security forces in late November have 
indicated that they are well aware of 
Rhodesian raids into Mozambique and 
the effect they are having on supplies 
and logistics. There are also serious 
doubts in insurgent circles about the 
security of their home bases — an es¬ 
sential aspect of insurgency or guerrilla 
warfare. 

For this, and other reasons, bands of 
terrorists in Rhodesia are running for the 
border and trying to get back to 
Mozambique. It is these groups that have 
been decimated in the past month. 


simply because they no longer affect 
caution and become easy targets while on 
the move. 

Further problems face them once they 
enter Mozambique, since strict instruc¬ 
tions have been given by Frelimo author¬ 
ities not to allow terrorists active in 
Rhodesia to return to bases behind the 
lines. In some cases, returnees have been 
shot out-of-hand by Frelimo forces for 
disobeying these orders. 

In a desperate bid to prop up the of¬ 
fensive, the Mozambique command — di¬ 
rected by regular army officers from 
Tanzania, Zambia, Mozambique and 
Botswana, together with a sprinkling of 
Cubans, Russians, Chinese, East Ger¬ 
mans and North Vietnamese — are send¬ 
ing into Rhodesia half-trained com¬ 
batants. 

Meanwhile, the Rhodesian domestic 
front is slowlv recovering from the shock 


of the earlier offensive, and life is swing¬ 
ing back to normal. South African tour¬ 
ists, long reticent to travel to Rhodesia, 
are now accepting that Rhodesia is still, 
in fact, super, and are traveling to the 
country once more in increasing num¬ 
bers. Many of them enjoy the thrill of an 
occasional convoy. 

Conditions are likely to improve still 
more, once the summer offensive winds 
down. 

While most observers concede that the 
war is likely to go on indefiniately, they 
also maintain that the average Rhodesian 
is learning to live with adversity and 
coping astonishingly well in the face of 
tremendous odds. 





Datsun pickup used as “gun jeep” to accompany convoys carries MAG light 
machine gun manned by members of BSAP Reserve. 



Above are Rhodesian snipers who fought with South African troops in Europe 
during WWI. Now, their sons and grandsons fight in their own homeland against 
tyranny. 
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160 HOURS BENEATH 
THE MISSISSIPPI 

Illinois Divers Challenge “The Big Muddy” 

by John Donovan 


Captain John L. Donovan , Presi¬ 
dent of Donovan's Dynamiting t has 
been appointed Contributing Editor , 
Explosvies and Demolitions for SOF. 
Donovan is a Lt. in the Special Tacti¬ 
cal Unit and Cpt. of the Underwater 
Search and Recovery Team for the 
McLean County Sheriff Department; 
bomb disposal officer for Blooming¬ 
ton and Normal , Illinois; former 
SWAT Team Commander for Sanga¬ 
mon County , Illinois; karate and 
hand-to-hand combat instructor; and 
SCUBA instructor with 3300 hours 
underwater . Donovan , a Master 
Parachutist with 240 jumps y is also 
the Engineer Staff Officer for the 
U.S. Army Reserve 12th Special 
Forces Group. Donovan can be con¬ 
tacted c/o Donovan's Dynamiting y 
Box 325^ Danvers , IL 61732 . 

DONOVAN DYNAMITING: Special¬ 
ized Blasting and Underwater Opera¬ 
tions. The name of my firm speaks for 
itself. My company, the type of contracts 
we fulfill, and our personnel radiate 
adventure. But the thought of adventure 
and the real experience are as opposite as 
night and day. The work is physically 
hard, emotionally demanding and re¬ 
quires the skills and dedication of true 
“professionals .'* The “glory" associated 
with our work is found only in the minds 
of others. 

Though we handle a wide variety of 
demolition jobs, including drooping 
bridges, smoke stacks and large build¬ 
ings, they are all different and dangerous 
— and financially rewarding. 

One of the more interesting jobs we 
recently completed consisted of in¬ 
specting and repairing high pressure, 
exposed pipeline in the Mississippi 
River channel that carries gas from the 
state of Texas. Our mission was to 
inspect these pipe lines where they cross 
the river for leaks and exposure as well as 
trees that sometimes become entangled 
above the exposed pipe. 

To find the exposed pipe a diver swims 


to the bottom of the river grasping a rope 
with a 40 lb. weight attached to it. He 
then is literally dragged downstream by 
the current along the bottom of the river 
until he runs into an obstacle. The diver 
then signals the support personnel in the 
boat. Occasionally the diver will become 
entangled in the log jams for up to 15 
minutes — no picnic 45 feet below the 
surface with zero visibility. 

After exposed portions of pipe are lo¬ 
cated and marked by buoys, the real work 
begins. The exposed pipe must be ce¬ 
mented over so the silt from the river will 
cover the pipe. This is done by dropping 
two to tnree tons ot dry cement in titty 
pound bags as close to the pipe as pos¬ 
sible. The diver then returns and places 
the bags pyramid style over the pipe. 

If log jams are located, a tug and barge 
are brought to the site. The barge is 
equipped with a portable or mounted 
winch capable of pulling the trees or logs 
to the surface. A diver then attaches 
cables to the logs or trees which are 
winched to the surface. This is a bit 


hairy as the diver must stay in the 
immediate vicinity while the logs are re¬ 
moved to insure the pipe is not damaged. 
The diver has zero visibility and must be 
wary of the log jam shifting and trapping 
him. 

What kind of man does it take to work 
eight to 12 hours a day under these 
conditions? Adventurous certainly but 
also hard working, intelligent individuals. 
For instance, Larry Page, our explosives 
engineer, chief diver and general mech¬ 
anic has a masters degree in microbial 
biochemistry and has accepted a position 
at the University of Chicago, where he 
will condtict research on brain tumors. 
Two other divers, Kas Gaigalas and Jeff 
Barclay, also have degrees in biology. 
Money is a motivating factor for many 
adventurers and the Donovan divers are 
no exception- 

* 



SOF Explosives and Demolition Editor John Donovan, President of Donovan s 
Dynamiting, has 12 years experience in the demo business; 3300 hours under¬ 
water. 
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ABOVE: Donovan’s divers work in teams to clear snags, hazardous to boat and barge traffic in Mississippi Channel. Work at 
45' depth and zero visibility is common. LOWER L: Weasel on barge winches out jammed logs after cables are attached by 
divers. LOWER R: Work completed, a diver rests in power launch before calling it a day. 








PARAMEDICS IN GUATEMALA 


In Depth Report on PMRS’ First Operation 


As heretofore reported, Parachute 
Medical Rescue Service (PMRS) In¬ 
ternational, participated in the massive 
international effort to relieve the 
victims of the earthquake disaster in 
February, 1976, in Guatemala, by 
sending a total of 12 Volunteers, 
under the leadership of SOF Contribut¬ 
ing Editor, Para-Medic Operations, Dr. 
John Peters. 

Other PMRS info: The administra¬ 
tive office of PMRS is now under 
supervision of Secretary-Treasurer 
Alexander McColl (SOF Military 
Editor) at: 1122 Edgemoor Avenue, 
Kalamazoo . Michigan 49008. PMRS is 
a strictly a VOLUNTEER organization; 
that is, it has no salaried positions 
and is not in a position to offer employ¬ 
ment to anyone at the present time . 
At a future date, PMRS will probably 
require a thoroughly competent and 
experienced person to serve as full¬ 
time Jumpmaster, Rigger, Parachute 
Instructor, and Training-Site Manager 
for the training site. This will be a 


By JOHN PETERS, M.D. 

salaried position, but considerable 
organizational work (and fund-raising) 
will have to be accomplished before 
PMRS can start looking at candidates 
for this position. 

The bright sunlight glinted off the 
scalpel in my right hand, as I glanced up 
in curiosity. Out of the corner of my eye, 
I’d seen Miller reach inside the loose 
fitting green tunic that he wore and pull 
the Walther PPK automatic pistol from 
the shoulder hoster beneath his left arm. 
Without a word, he jacked a live round in¬ 
to the chamber, flipped on the safety, and 
shoved the weapon into his waistband. 
Then, quietly, with a thin smile on his 
bearded face, he said, “They’re talking 
about hanging us.” 

Suddenly, for the four of us that day, 
high in the rugged mountains of Central 
Guatemala, in the village of Tres Cruces, 
it felt chilly in the heat of the midday 
sun. We were in the process of removing 
part of the gangrenous foot of a beautiful 


22-year-old Indian girl whose husband 
and children had all been killed when 
their adobe home had come crashing 
down upon them while they slept two 
weeks before. 

“You gotta’ be kidding,” said Thomp¬ 
son, who was holding the woman’s foot. 
‘ ‘Why would they want to do that?’’ 

“We promised them medicine yester¬ 
day, and if the chopper doesn’t come 
back with it today, they’re talking about 
hanging us tomorrow,” replied Miller. 

“O.K.,” Darley smiled, “If they’re not 
going to hang us till tomorrow, let’s get 
on with this operation. The anesthetic’s 
going to wear off soon.” 

“Yeah,” I grunted. “Ed, give us a 
little more traction on the foot. Gary, 
better tighten that tourniquet a little and 
inject about 20 cc’s more Lidocaine,” I 
added. The girl lying on the improvised 
operating table moaned as the scalpel 
sliced down into her foot. “Bob, you and 
Rick stay close by — and you better move 
all our gear over here, in case we need to 
get to it in a hurry. .. 
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It had all begun just two weeks be¬ 
fore. ... 

Gary Darley & I had just finished de¬ 
livering a baby in a small, dimly lit 
trailer house, high in the Colorado moun¬ 
tains when we heard of the earthquake in 
Guatemala on the early morning radio 
news. We listened with more than a little 
interest because we had been part of a 
rescue team that parachuted into Hon¬ 
duras after Hurricane Fifi just sixteen 
months before. I had also been with a 
para-rescue team in Peru in 1970 after 
their massive earthquake and now 
mentally cringed at the horror and suffer¬ 
ing that the Guatemalans must be 
experiencing. Gary and I wondered if 
we would be called to Guatemala. 

We didn't have long to wait. We were 
requested to come to Guatemala by the 
Guatemalan Government. But all rescue 
teams must now obtain a clearance from 
the U.S. State Department, and that 
clearance was more than a week in com¬ 
ing. Each day we waited, the death toll 
mounted: First 600; then 2,000; then 
5,000; then 12,000; then 17,000. Finally, 
late on February 11, we were cleared. 
Within hours, the various members of the 
teams were on their way, aboard flights 
provided by Braniff, National and East¬ 
ern Airlines, headed toward the staging 
area, which would be Miami: Dr. Art 
Roberts, parachuting oral surgeon from 
Rushville, Indiana; John Montana, 
police officer from Chicago; George 
Speakman, who had served as jump- 
master of both the Peruvian and Hon¬ 
duran rescue teams, from Rome City, 
Indiana; Tom Reisinger, ex-Special 
Forces medic, who was a part of the 
Peruvian and Honduran efforts, from 
Cedar Falls, Iowa; Dan Baldwin, recently 
retired U.S. Army Colonel, from Denver, 
Colorado; Shelagh Considine, Public 
Relations Executive, who would be the 
first woman member of the team, from 
San Francisco; Ed Thompson, ex-Air- 
borne Trooper and Communications Ex¬ 
pert and Gary Darley, ex-Navy inde¬ 
pendent duty corpsman, both of whom 
had parachuted into Honduras, along 
with myself, all from Norwood, Colorado. 

Several members already lived in the 
Miami area. They were Ed Kolby, ex- 
Special Forces team member, who also 
participated in Honduras; Bob Miller, ex- 
Marine, who lived a good deal of his life 
in Cuba, and who would act as chief 
interpreter for the team, and Nick 
Ladas ex-Special Forces medic. Ralph 
Edens would act as team coordinator in 
the Miami area, and he, along with Alex 
McColl of Kalamazoo, Michigan, and 
Robert Brown from Boulder, Colorado, 
would coordinate the entire effort. Every¬ 
one, with the exception of Shelagh 
Considine, who would fly directly to 
Guatemala City, arrived in Miami on 
the 12th of February. 

The next day, — after having received 
innoculations for eight diseases and hav¬ 


ing picked up donated radios, medical 
supplies and surgical equipment,the team 
boarded Pan Am Flight 503 for Guate¬ 
mala City. We cleared and were met by 
Col. Federico Fuentes, the G-5 at the 
Guatemalan Air Force HQ, who had 
military transport waiting to take us to 
the Military Air Base where we were to 
be quartered. 

As we off-loaded our gear at the air 
base, we watched in the gathering 
orange-tinted darkness as a huge twin- 
rotor Chinook Helicopter descended, 
carrying the burned off remains of a U.S. 
Huey chopper that had crashed that day. 
Six helicopters would be lost in this res¬ 
cue effort: five U.S., one Guatemalan. 
Col. Fuentes advised us that our team 
leaders should meet at the Guatemalan 
Operations Center at 0700 the next 
morning. His parting remark was, “Get 
a good night’s sleep, my friends, you’re 
going to need it.” 

The next morning, at 0645, Speakman, 
Baldwin, Miller and I were on our way 
downfield with Col. Fuentes, headed for 
the Operations Center. The rest of our 
team would unpack and check our gear. 
As we walked, we noted an almost 
continuous stream of large 
semi-trucks moving onto the air base. 
Fuentes informed us that all supplies 
coming into the country were brought 
here, and were being distributed from 
here. During the entire time we were in 
Guatemala, we saw no evidence of black 
marketeering and it was by far the best 
coordinated rescue effort any of us had 
participated in. 


At operations, we were introduced to 
Col. Elias Ramirez, Commander of over¬ 
all operations; to Col. Rossito, Chief of 
Helicopter Operations, and to Col. 
Gonzales, who was in charge of all 
medical operations. We were in a room 
filled with radio gear. The walls were 
covered by multi-colored maps, upon 
which were cellotex overlays, covered 
with numbers, symbols, arrows and lines 
indicating areas already covered, damage 
estimates, numbers killed and wounded, 
etc. A large blackboard at one end of the 
room listed the day’s scheduled heli¬ 
copter flights. We noted that our team 
was scheduled on the first flight out. 

Jump from a helicopter? Looked 
interesting. 

Ramirez told us that he would be di¬ 
rectly responsible for all insertions, 
ground activities, and extractions of the 
team in Guatemala, and we would re¬ 
port directly to him. He then said he 
wished he had had our parachute capa¬ 
bility at his disposal a week earlier, but 
that now, with the arrival of the U.S. heli¬ 
copters to supplement those of the 
Guatemalan Army, and since all points 
within the disaster area were now known 
to be within range of the choppers, that 
there was no longer a need for a para- 
rescue team. Our hearts sank. Had we all 
come to Guatemala, left homes and jobs, 
only to be told we weren’t needed any¬ 
more? Our fears were soon quieted when 
he added that there was need for the 
team, but that we would be inserted by 
helicopter rather than by parachute. 



First official PMRS team to participate in disaster operations flew to Guata- 
mala prepared to jump. 
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Nich Ladas points out next objective. Terrain was rugged; inaccessable by 
road. 


We would cover areas in the mountains 
to the north and west of Guatemala 
city, and Venezuelan teams similar to 
ours would cover areas to the north 
and east. We would be split into two 
teams (Alpha and Bravo), be inserted by 
chopper, and walk from village to village, 
assessing damage and initiating nec¬ 
essary medical aid. We would have daily 
overflights regarding resupply, medical 
evacuations, etc., and would then be 
extracted by helicopter at pre-arranged 
pickup points three to four days later, 
.return to Guatemala City for debriefing, 
be rebriefed, and the process repeated. 
He informed us that we would be operat¬ 
ing, for the most part, at elevations from 
6,000 to 8,000 feet in rugged mountains, 
on narrow trails, with the ever-present 
danger of the daily aftershocks causing 
landslides, obliterating what trails were 
left, and causing collapse of many already 
weakened buildings. He turned from the 
map to the blackboard, looked at his 
watch, and told us that Team Alpha 
would be picked up in front of the Opera¬ 
tions Center in exactly 40 minutes. 

At 0800, Team Alpha, consisting of 
Ladas, Thompson, Darley, Miller and 
myself were back at the Operations 
Center. We would be inserted at a village 
called Los Limones, walk east to Gran¬ 
ados and then proceed south to Estancia 
de Garcia, checking all villages and side 
canyons along the way, and be picked up 
at Estanciade Garcia in three days. We 
were assigned an armed Guatemalan 
Army Lieutenant escort, Augusto Leche 
Gramaso, who answered to the name of 
Rick and who soon became a fast friend. 

As we left Operations, we heard our 
«helicopter, U.S. Huey #2304, descend¬ 
ing. We hurried out, climbed aboard, and 
headed north over the severe damage of 
Guatemala City, then over other cities 


and towns which were now just heaps of 
rubble, higher and higher into the moun¬ 
tains. Speakman was leaning over the 
right seat of the helicopter, going over 
coordinates on a map held by the co¬ 
pilot. 

The farther north we flew, the higher 
and more rugged were the mountains 
while the villages became more scattered 
and remote. As we arrived in the area 
where Los Limones was marked on the 
map, we could find no village, only 
scattered adobe huts. After thirty min¬ 
utes of covering the entire area, the pilot 
gave up, selected a clearing below and 
descended to insert us. Now we found 
out why six helicopters were lost in Gua¬ 
temala. 


The wind was strong and gusty as we 
neared the ground. The pilot made sev¬ 
eral unsuccessful attempts at landing, 
and then, having his crew chief throw out 
a couple of M18 smoke grenades we 
provided to lead him in, he skillfully 
maneuvered his severely buffeted 
chopper down into the clearing and 
onto the ground. We rapidly dismounted 
and the chopper immediately headed 
back to Guatemala City. 

From nowhere, 50 to 60 Indian vil¬ 
lagers suddenly appeared in the clearing 
around us. Miller and Leche informed 
them why we were here and asked the 
way to Los Limones. The village, we 
found, was actually an area, a collection 
of huts on the surrounding hillsides, and 
naturally, we being in a valley, the village 
center was on a mountain top above us. 

After a hot, dusty two-hour climb that 
seemed at times almost straight up, we 
arrived at the top of the mountain, found 
only minor injuries and about fifteen per¬ 
cent damage. The people, however, did 
need food and blankets. After a short 
time there, we made our way back down 
the mountain, headed now for Granados. 
On our way down, we noted a U.S. Chi¬ 
nook carrying a Skyhook load beneath it, 
circling aimlessly about, apparently also 
looking for a village it couldn't find. We 
established radio contact with the chop¬ 
per and informed them that this area 
needed food and blankets. They radioed 
back to set up a LZ, which we did, while 
they circled overhead. They then de¬ 
scended and offloaded several hundred 
blankets and pounds of grain. The In¬ 
dians looked on with awe. Minutes be¬ 
fore, they had asked us for food and 
blankets, and lo and behold, here was a 
big bird, descending, filled with food and 
blankets for them. It wasn’t planned, 
but it was beautiful 



Team members operated at elevations of 6,000 to 8,000 feet; many trails were 
obliterated by landslides. 


26 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 



We then moved out on a narrow foot¬ 
path clinging to the steep mountainside 
toward Granados. Making much better 
time than anticipated, we arrived in 
Granados by late afternoon. There too, 
we found light damage and minor in¬ 
juries. 

After spending the night in Granados, 
we were up at dawn the next morning, 
heading toward Estancia de Garcia, on a 
narrow, dusty single lane dirt road, 
checking out villages along the way. 
We hitched a ride part of the way on a 
big, open truck filled to the top with cases 
of empty pop bottles. Within minutes, we 
were going downhill, on this steep, 
narrow mountain road, sitting on empty 
bottles of Maya-Cola (or whatever they 
call it), high atop a wildly careening 
truck, going at least 50 miles per hour. 
This obviously insane Guatemalan driver 
didn't know the meaning of the word 
fear, as he didn’t slow down on the sharp 
curves which routinely overlook 1,000 
foot plus drops into the canyon below. He 
just merrily honked his horn, as he 
approached blind curves, in order to warn 
anyone coming up the one-lane road 
that doom approached. At the end of that 
thankfully short, but- harrowing ride, 
there were several white men in Guate¬ 
mala who were very, very white. 

We arrived at Estancia de Garcias at 
midday — a day and a half ahead of 
schedule. Within an hour, we heard a 
helicopter in the distance. Darley and 
Thompson headed for a high point, to 
attempt to establish radio contact with 
the chopper. This they soon did, and 
found Speakman aboard, with a team to 
be inserted at Salton, a good-sized town 
just seven kilometers west of us. He 
would insert the team while we were set¬ 
ting up an LZ. We found a semi-level 
abandoned cornfield nearby set up an 
LZ, pulled the pin on a yellow M-18 gre¬ 
nade as we heard the chopper approach. 
Speakman jumped out and ran toward 
us, as the Huey settled to the ground in a 
cloud of brown dust kicked up by its 
rotorwash. Plans now called for three 
teams, he hurriedly explained: Team B 
consisting of Roberts, Montana, Consi- 
dine and a Guatemalan escort had been 
inserted north of us at a town called El 
Choi and would proceed farther north on 
foot. Team C consisting of Kolby, Rei- 
singer, Ladas and their Guatemalan es¬ 
cort would proceed west and south from 
Salton. Team A would wait here while I 
went back to Guatemala City to be de¬ 
briefed, and rebriefed by Col. Ramirez 
about Team A’s new area. 

Speakman, Ladas and I moved back 
through the swirling dust, reboarded the 
chopper, which took off, heading west 
back towards Salton to drop off Ladas, 
and there in a little clearing outside Sal¬ 
ton, we almost bought the farm. As we 
neared the ground again in strong, 
buffeting winds, the Huey kicked up a big 
duster that completely enveloped us, 
reducing visibility to zero, momentarily. 


At the same time, a big gust of wind hit 
us from the starboard side, blowing us 
sideways toward the trees ringing the 
small clearing. The pilot added full 
power, increased pitch, and we emerged 
from the duster, canted at a 45 degree 
angle, narrowly missing the trees. The 
pilot who reminded us of the truck driver 
earlier that day, looked back, flashed us a 
big smile, and headed back into the clear¬ 
ing for another shot at a landing, again in 
a big duster, but this time without inci¬ 
dent. Speakman and I were all the while 
muttering something about rather being 
back in a parachute than the “greater 
safety” of these helicopters. 

At the Operations Center, I told 
Ramirez of what little we had found be¬ 
tween Los Limones and Estancia de 
Garcia. Team A, he now told us, would be 
picked up in the morning and transported 
farther north and west to an area even 
higher in the mountains, to a village 
called Tres Cruces. No one had been 
there; nothing was known of the extent of 
damage or injuries. Also, the Indians in 
the area were quite primitive, and it 
was unknown how they would accept our 
presence. 

At 0810 hours the next morning, we 
were again on our way north, and as we 
neared Estancia de Garcia, we heard 
Ladas on the radio, at Salton, requesting 
a medivac. He had a badly injured 
woman, who was in kidney failure. 
Speakman told him that they would pick 
her up on the way back, after the chopper 
had inserted Team A at Tres Cruces, but 
first we had to find Team A — they 
weren’t at Estancia de Garcia. It seems 
they had been picked up by another Gua¬ 
temalan chopper fifteen minutes before 
and were being taken, why, we never 
found out, to join a Venezuelan team far 
to the east. We very luckily had heard 
some chatter on the radio a few minutes 
before and established contact with the 
other Huey. 

We, after much “persuasive” radio 
talk, had them land, and we then re¬ 
trieved our people, much to the dismay of 


the other chopper pilot, who obviously 
had orders to take someone to join the 
Venezuelans. But who, or where to find 
them, he apparently didn’t know. We 
took off while he was still scratching his 
head, muttering to himself, pouring over 
his maps. 

We headed northwest, higher into the 
rugged Guatemalan mountains. Again, 
the pilot had difficulty finding our 
village, landing us and picking us up 
three separate times, before he finally set 
the chopper down on a 8600 foot high 
mountain top, with a big smile, stating; 
“Maybe you can find it from the ground, 
I can’t find it from the air.” 

We thanked him politely, told Speak¬ 
man we expected him back on the mor¬ 
row, and then jumped out into the boil¬ 
ing dust kicked up by the rapidly rotating 
rotor. As before, Indians appeared from 
nowhere. 

Within minutes after they found out 
why we were there, they had brought us a 
boy with a skull fracture, another child 
with an extensive chest injury, a man 
with advanced TB, and then many more 
injuries. We told them that we would set 
up a clinic at Tres Cruces, and to bring us 
all the sick and injured. They told us Tres 
Cruces was just one kilometer over the 
next hill. 

Three hours, four hills, and many hot 
and uphill kilometers later, we arrived at 
Tres Cruces, again on another mountain 
top, and again, not an organized village 
but a collection of native homes that 
covered tree mountains, connected by 
narrow ridges. Since there were hun-, 
dreds of sick and injured in the area, we 
soon ran out of medical supplies. We 
operated on those we could, setting 
closed fractures and dislocations, debrid- 
ing compound fractures and other 
wounds, treating many respiratory and 
gastrointestinal infections. It got very 
cold at night at the 8,000-9,000 foot levels 
in these mountains and most of the 
people were sleeping outside in the bitter 
cold, rather than to sleep inside, fearing 
that they’d suffer the same fate that 



Guatemalan operation was third paramedic venture for SOF staff member Dr. 
John Peters. Previously, he jumped into Peru and Honduras. 
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Ed Kolby, Nich Ladas and Tom Reisinger (left to right) select LZ for supply 
chopper. 


many of their fellow villagers had two 
weeks before. They had good reason 
to be concerned, for each night, both they 
and we felt the aftershocks, and more 
buildings did collapse. 

As I said before, we soon ran out of 
medical supplies. We told the hundreds 
of villagers who had come pouring into 
Tres Cruces from all the surrounding 
villages within twenty miles, that we no 
longer had medicine to treat them with, 
but we promised them that more 
medicine would be lifted in tomorrow. 

This promise proved to be Team A’s 
worst mistake, because the chopper 
failed to show the next day, and, conse¬ 
quently, we couldn’t (or didn’t, as the 
primitive Indian looked at it) keep our 
promise. It seems that in this area, a 
man’s word is his bond, and he's ex¬ 
pected to do what he says he’ll do. The 
Gringos hadn’t done what they had 
promised to do. 

We awakened that next day at dawn, 
after a miserable, cold, sleepless night, 
and were dismayed at the sight of the 
hundreds of sick and injured people, 
sitting, standing or lying, suffering 
silently, waiting for us to treat them with 
the miracle medicine that they had heard 
we possessed: medicine that took pain 
away within minutes; that, within hours, 
could cure illnesses that they had learned 
to suffer through for days or weeks with 
the outcome frequently death. They 
pleaded for the medicine we had optimis¬ 
tically promised them the day before. We 
did what we could, treating those injuries 
we could without any anesthetics. All 
day, we searched the sky with both eyes 
and ears, vainly looking and listening 
for a helicopter that would not come that 
day. We kept one of our two radios on all 
day, hoping to hear something from 
someone within range, but the radio was 
silent all that day. And, as the day pro¬ 
gressed, the sick and wounded became 
restless. The well among them, who had 


carried these sick and injured on their 
backs, from miles around through the 
rugged mountains, to Tres Cruces, be¬ 
came sullen. 

About mid-afternoon, a man walked 
into the village carrying a beautiful young 
woman on his back, in a chair strapped 
to his forehead and waist. He had walked 
more than 25 kilometers with her to bring 
her to us — the miracle workers. She 
was his sister-in-law. His brother and all 
their children had been killed, and the 
law of his tribe now demanded that he 
care for his brother’s wife for the rest of 
her life. She was sweating profusely, and 
obviously was in much pain, but she 
suffered in absolute silence. She had an 
ugly wound of her left foot, a horrible 
compound fracture that had become in¬ 
fected, and now she had the dreaded 
gangrene already extending above her 
ankle. She would likely die, no matter 
what we did for her, even if we could get 
her to a hospital immediately, which we 
couldn’t. She needed to be started on 
antibiotics immediately, and have her 
leg amputated. 

We had a few antibiotic capsules re¬ 
maining in the team’s first aid kit, in 
case any of us got sick, we started her on 
these immediately. Miller explained 
patiently, over and over again, both to 
her and to her brother, that it was neces¬ 
sary to amputate her leg to save her life. 
With great difficulty, because of her pain 
and fever, this beautiful young woman, 
dying in the prime of her life, in halting 
Spanish, mixed with ancient Mayan 
dialect of her ancestors — thanked us for 
trying to help her, but she would not let 
us take away her leg. She told us that now 
that her husband and children had all 
died, she had no further reason to live. 
She would let us clean her wound, and 
would take the medicine offered her, but 
she knew she was dying, and she wanted 
only to be taken back home to be with 
those she had loved so much in life. We 


debrided her grievous wound, removed a 
large part of the foul-smelling mass that 
had once been her foot, and watched 
sadly as her brother-in-law gently 
strapped her to the chair, and then the 
chair to himself, and set off back down 
the mountain. Each step of the way we 
knew would be agony for the young 
woman on the chair, and each of us won¬ 
dered if we would, when each of our in¬ 
evitable times of death approached, be 
able to face the final experience as 
bravely and with as much dignity as 
this young woman in the mountains of 
Central America had. 

And, the threat of death was on our 
minds too, for it was while operating on 
this young woman’s foot that Miller had 
quietly announced that the restless vil¬ 
lagers were talking of hanging us. We 
continued to treat those we could with 
what little we had to work with, but now 
the team stayed closer together, weapons 
clearly visible, hoping that the sight of 
them would act as some sort of deterrent, 
as apparently none of the men in the 
village possessed a firearm, only their 
wicked-looking, ever-present machetes. 
We were hopelessly outnumbered, and 
both the five of us and they knew it. The 
day passed and night came, and we 
huddled together — cold and depressed, 
talking late into the night of both what we 
would do if our chopper came or didn’t 
come. 

We were up at first light, having spent 
another cold and sleepless night. We 
watched from our vantage point above 
the few huts which designated the geo¬ 
political center of the village of Tres 
Cruces — watched as the villagers below 
began to stir and move about — the 
women of the village beginning to grind 
the com they would make into tortillas 
for that day; the men moving about, 
sharpening machetes, standing about in 
small groups, talking, waiting for their 
women to prepare their breakfasts. 

We watched as one of the, men sep¬ 
arated himself from one of the groups and 
headed up the hill toward us. We gazed 
toward the southeast, toward Guatemala 
City, and could still see the glow of the 
city lights on the horizon, 80 miles away, 
in the soft, pink, predawn light. Gua¬ 
temala City — where the helicopters 
were — so temptingly near, and yet, 
realistically so very far away. Roosters 
crowed below, dogs barked, and the In¬ 
dian slowly approached. He politely 
invited us to watch the butchering of a 
cow, apparently not too common and an 
event in the village. 

We wondered if this was some per¬ 
verse sort of audio-visual object lesson for 
Gringos who didn’t keep promises. But 
we were afraid to refuse his invitation, 
since they might take it as an insult, add¬ 
ing fuel to an already smouldering fire. 

The cow’s feet were bound together, 
then her head tied and twisted back along 
her backbone. The local executioner, a 
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big man who traveled from village to 
village throughout the area, killing 
whatever needed killing, we were told, 
slowly inserted a short, broad machete 
into the terrified animal’s heart. Two 
women caught the blood in two large 
basins as the blood gushed from the 
wound in the dying animal’s chest. 
We now noted that there were male 
villagers all around us, in the brush and 
trees of the hillside. It looked like “circle- 
the-wagons” time. 

Each man’s hand nervously moved to 
the automatics we all carried. And, then 
it happened — the most beautiful sound 
in the world — the sound of a helicopter 
in the distance. Thompson was imme¬ 
diately on the radio calling, “Chopper, 
chopper — this is Turkey One” (an aptly 
picked call sign), “do you read?”, wait¬ 
ing a few moments, then repeating the 
call in both Englisli and Spanish. The 
sound of the chopper was fading, and we 
got sick; then we heard a crackle over the 
receiver, and then Speakman’s unmistak¬ 
able voice, “Turkey One, Turkey One, 
this is Chopper 712, where in hell are you 
guys?” 

Meanwhile, Darley had headed for the 
ridge above with the other radio, where 
we had cleared an LZ two days before. 
We now heard him cutting in, “Chopper 
712, this is Turkey One. I have you in 
sight. Make a 120 degree turn to star¬ 
board and climb to 8,000 feet. You are 
below us and going away.” 

Speakman again, “I hear you loud and 
clear, Turkey One. Now making a 120 
degree right turn and climbing. ’ ’ 

Beautiful music! By this time, all of 
Team A and hundreds of Indians had 
clamored up the hill and had now reached 
the LZ. Lt. Leche was clearing the LZ 
of Indians and was putting out a bright 
survival orange LZ marker panel. Darley 
was higher on the ridge above us, talking 
the chopper in. 

Miller pulled the pin and tossed an 
M-18 into the middle of the LZ. Twenty 
seconds later, beautiful magenta-colored 
smoke billowed out and the Guatemalan 
Huey made a slow, graceful half circle 
over the LZ, landing into the gentle five- 
knot wind blowing out of the southeast. 
Speakman was out and running toward 
us. As he got near, he yelled above the 
engine and rotor noise, “Where’s your 
gear? We have orders to move you to a 
new area.” 

“We’re not leaving,” I said. 

“What do you mean, not leaving? 
Why?” he roared. 

I replied, “There are a lot of sick and 
injured here. We promised them med¬ 
icine and help, and we aren’t leaving un¬ 
til they get it. We also have several 
people to medivac.” 

The team had decided the night be¬ 
fore to stay on if just such an eventuality 
occurred. Although afraid, we all felt that 
we had come to do a job and weren’t 
going to leave until it was done. We had 
given our word to these people and we 


were going to stick by it, albeit a little 
late. I continued, “Do you have any 
medical supplies aboard?” 

“Very little,” he replied, “Also a 
little food and a few blankets.” 

“We’ll take anything you have,” I 
said. “Miller’s getting the medivacs up 
here — a boy with a skull fracture, & 
man with an infected compound fracture 
of his upper leg, and a guy with TB,” I 
yelled. 

“Jesus Christ,” roared Speakman, 
“not only won’t you come back, but 
you’ll probably give me TB on top of 
it all!” 

“George,” I chided him with a smile, 
“you’ve probably lived too long already. 
Don’t worry about it.” 

Speakman obviously saw we meant to 
stay, he said, “Get your medivacs 
aboard, take what supplies we have. 
I’ll try to get back to you later today with 
a full load of medical supplies. What do 
you need? But remember, I can’t promise 
anything. They’ve lost three more chop¬ 
pers since you’ve been gone. I had a hell 
of a time getting this one. I don’t know 
when I’ll get another one.” 

I replied, “You’ll get one, George. 
We’ll send Thompson back with you. He 
knows what we need. See you later, old 
friend.” 

“Christ Almighty! You guys are crazy. 
We may not get back for a week. I don’t 
know — I’ll try — but don’t blame me if 
they make you walk out,” he said, as he 
stomped back to the pilot’s side of the 
chopper. 

Miller, Thompson, Darley and I now 
supervised the loading of the three medi¬ 
vacs as Speakman held a somewhat 
heated discussion with the pilot who had 
orders to extract us. The pilot finally 
threw up his hands in despair as he saw 
the remainder of Team A trudging back 
toward the village away from his chopper. 
We turned to watch as the chopper 
revved up, and lifted off heading south¬ 
east, back to Guatemala Citv. 

Miller, Darley, Leche and I wondered if 
we had made the right decision. We 


headed back to the village, quickly used 
up the supplies we had acquired from 
Speakman, and continued treating as 
many of the injured as we could. At 
lunch, we talked about what had hap¬ 
pened. We had mixed emotions about the 
decision to stay. But at 2 p.m., we knew 
we had made the right one. Even before 
we heard the chopper, we heard Speak¬ 
man, “Turkey One, Turkey One, this is 
Guatemala Chopper 714, do you read?” 

“Chopper 714, this is Turkey One, 
reading you loud and clear; welcome 
back, George,” said Darley into the 
handheld Motorola. 

“Turkey One, this is 714, you guys owe 
me. I practically had to steal this bird 
to get this stuff back to you. See you at 
the LZ.” 

We made the yellow smoke as 714 
appeared over the ridge, and watched as 
the Huey gracefully touched down in 
the gusty afternoon wind. Thompson 
and Speakman were out, grinning 

continued on page 73 



Reisinger prepares to pop a smoke 
grenade as Ladas guides in chopper 



Arrival of chopper with medicine appeased villagers who had threatened team 
with hanging. 
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STOP AN ATTACK INSTANTLY! 





‘RODUCTS SHOWN 
1/3 ACTUAL SIZE 



WITH CHEMICAL SHIELD 


NON-LETHAL WEAPONS 

• Contains the most effective chemical repellent on the market. 

• Completely incapacitates one or a number of attackers. 

• Contains an ultraviolet light sensitive dye for police suspect 
identification. 

• Made of the finest aerosol hardware components available. 

• Genuine suede or leather holsters. 

DEALERS AND DISTRIBUTORS WANTED! 

• Enter this mushrooming business with the leader and founder 
of the industry. 

• Offering the finest and most extensive product lines. 

• Adding exotic products, new to the marketplace, every 6 months. 

• Dynamic marketing program includes selling aids and leads for 
both direct and conventional marketing. 

• Work at your own convenience and save tax dollars! 


Weapons Corporation of America 
P.O. Box 681 
Marietta, Georgia 30061 


404 - 427-8018 


MIDI SHIELD 


PROFESSIONAL MODEL 


Gentlemen, y 

I am Interested in earning additional income, saving tax dollars, and protecting my 
family, friends and neighbors. Please rush details to: 


ADDRESS _ 

| CITY_STATE_ZIP_ 

| P.S. I need immediate protection. Please send me_ Professional models at 

$14.95 each and/or_Pocket Shields at $9.95 each and/or_Mini Shields 

I at $9.95 each and/or_Midi Shields at $12.95 each, postpaid. I understand that 

\ if 1 later become a resale dealer that my retail purchase amount will be applied against 
wholesale order. 
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BORE 

BLASTERS 

2ND NATIONAL HANDGUN 
METALLIC SILHOUETTE 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Visualize a shooting sport requiring the 
precision of “International Rapid Fire,” 
combined with hunting Alaskan moose 
with a handgun. This will give you an 
idea of the biggest change and fastest 
growing form of handgun shooting com¬ 
petition in the last twenty years. Its called 
“Handgun Metallic Silhouette Shoot¬ 
ing.” Patterned after rifle metallic, the 
same steel targets are used, except at 
reduced ranges. The course can be fired 
with any handgun of .357 Magnum cal¬ 
iber or larger, from any position, without 


L.E. Jurras is shown with 1976 Na¬ 
tional Champion, Jose' Porras, of 
Juarez, Mexico. 


By Lee Jurras 

scope or artificial rest. To WIN, it takes 
a man-sized hog leg with full bore loads, 
add a touch of physical ingredients like 
an educated trigger finger, attached to a 
steel-fisted grip, coupled to a steady eye? 
long accustomed to wind doping, and you 
have the formula. 

The rules are few and simple. The 
competition is intended for true hunting 
handguns, fired under near field con¬ 
ditions. Scoring is by hits and misses, 

with no close nines or X counts. The 
target either falls or it doesn't. This type 
of scoring is both practical and adds 
tremendously to spectator appeal. 

The targets are Vi” and 3 A" steel plate, 
approximating life-sized birds and 
animals. They are set in banks of five, 
with two minutes allowed for five shots, 
at each of the following ranges: 50 
meter (chicken), 100 meter (pig), 150 
meter (turkey) and 200 meter (ram). 

In National competition, ten shots are 
fired at ten targets at each of the four 
ranges, over two days, for a total of 
eighty shots. To give the newcomer an 
idea of the sport; a 158 gr. JSP bullet 
fired from a six inch barreled .357 
Magnum, will NOT consistently knock 
over the turkey at 150 meters, UNLESS 
hit in the upper third of the target. This 
becomes an exacting test of the shooter’s 
ability. 

About 20 months ago, 1 started promot¬ 
ing a national competition of this type, to 
encourage the sport of handgun hunting. 


Its purpose was not only to promote hand¬ 
gun hunting in those states whose game 
laws allowed the taking of big game with 
handguns, but to display the feasibility 
to those states whose game laws present¬ 
ly forbid the use of handguns in the tak¬ 
ing of big game. 

With the help of pistoleros, Dale Miller 
and Dutch Snow, of Tucson, Arizona, the 
“1st National Handgun Metallic Silhou¬ 
ette Championships” were held in 
September 1975, at the Three Points 
Shooting facility near Tucson. Fifty-three 
shooters from thirteen states, Canada 
aind Mexico participated. In the following 
thirteen months as a result of the first 
match’s success. Western Regional and 
East Coast Regional competitions were 
established, and the “2nd National 
Handgun Metallic Silhouette Champ¬ 
ionships” were held, October 1, 2, 3, 
1976 in El Paso, Texas. Because oi its 
attendant media coverage, a nationwide 
interest has grown from clubs and 
individual handgunners alike. 
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To satisfy this instant interest, and to 
establish a set of rules and standards, the 
“International Handgun Metallic Silhdu- 
ette Association” was formed in October 
1976. John Adams of Manhattan Beach, 
California, was elected director, and a 
seven member advisory council was 
appointed to serve as a tech committee. 
In addition to establishing rules, govern¬ 
ing state, regional, national, and inter¬ 
national competition, the Association is 
designed to assist all clubs or individual 
handgunners wishing to hold or partici¬ 
pate in handgun metallic competition. 

Beginning in 1977, there will be two 
classes of handguns that may be used in ■ 
metallic siinouette competition: the 
“Production” and the “Un-limited” 
classifications. Production, as the name, 
implies, is any handgun, catalogued and 
readily available to the general public, 
without external modification. Un- 
llimited, will cover all other guns, but 
limited to 4Vi lbs. maximum weight, 
and a 15" maximum sight radius. State, 
regional, national or international titles 
can only be won by shooters shooting 
guns conforming to the “Production” 
class. The sport is designed to appeal to' 
the largest number of shooters and to 
promote the sport of handgun hunting. 
The advisory council felt that to do other¬ 
wise would limit metallic silhouette com¬ 
petition to a few handgun specialists. 
However, the Association does not intend 
to penalize these handgun specialists; 
they will shoot for trophies and “Un¬ 
limited” titles. 

The 2nd Annual Handgun Metallic 
Silhouette Championships were held 
October 1, 2, and 3, 1976 at El Paso, 
Texas, under the sponsorship of the Ft. 
Bliss Rod & Gun Club. Friday, October 1, 
was given over to the “Two-Man Team 
Championships.” 


Competing with blowing dust, caused 
by near gale force winds, 38 shooters, 
representing 19 teams, vied for the title, 
Two-Man Team Champions. Nptwith- 
standing the elements, scores were 
tough, indicating the caliber of competi¬ 
tion due to come over the next two days. 
As the dust settled and the scores tallied, 
Ray Chapman and W. A. “Buck” Toddy, 
from Southern California, emerged as the 
new title holders. 

Both Ray and Buck used IOV 2 " bar¬ 
reled .44 Auto Mags to score a winning 
(56) out of a possible 80. Incidently, 
Ray Chapman was 1975 “World Combat 
Match Champion” and Runner-up in 
the 1976 “World Combat Matches.” 
W. A. “Buck” Toddy, a consistent win¬ 
ner in West Coast combat matches, also 
won the 1976 Western Regional Metallic 
Silhouette Individual Champion. 

In the Runner-up spot, was former 
Mexican Olympic Team shooter, Jose’ 
Porras, of Juarez, Mexico and teammate 
Jose’ Calzada of El Paso. Both Parras 
and Calzada, shot Porras’ modified 
Remington XP-100, chambered for the 


National Team Champions, Toddy and Chapman firing during the team match. 
Rules allow for a spotter/coach. (AM in recoil and empty cartridge case in the 
air, appears near muzzle); 


Ocie McAbee of LaPuente, California, an up and coming star in metallic sil¬ 
houette competition. This gal makes a lot of guys stand and take notice (of her 
sjiooting ability) 


George C. Nonte, S.O.F. Staffer, discusses the merits of the Auto Mag with Don 
Jetter, 1975 National Champion. 
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“30 Dogie” cartridge, for a combined 
score of (52). 

In third place, was the team of Elgin 
Gates, Sr. and Elgin Gates, Jr. Shooting 
a borrowed gun, the Gates’ teamed up 
with a score of (49). The personable 
Elgin Gates, internationally known big- 
game hunter, and author, has annexed 
about every shotgun competition title 
around, and appears to be trying the 
same thing in handgun metallics. 
Amiable Elgin, Jr., a Deputy Sheriff, 
working out of Barstow, California, has 
all the makings of a “national class” 
metallic shooter. 

Saturday, October 2, 63 shooters 
began the first of two days of competition 
for the National Individual, Class, and 
Cup Match titles. Competitors received a 
reprieve from the elements in the form of 
winds of less than gale force and partially 
clearing skies. The clearing skies were 
questionable, as a change from overcast 
to bright sunlight plays hell with sight 
pictures at 200 meters. As competition 
progressed through the day, new names 
croped up on the national shooting scene. 
At the end of the day, it was still a tight- 
packed, wide open race. 

On Sunday, October 3, the weather im¬ 
proved and by 11:00 a.m., it appeared 
that the National Individual title was a 
four-man race. By early afternoon, it 
became a two-man race. Jose' Porras was 
in the clubhouse with a fantastic (63) out 
of a possible (80). Tom Beall of Chapar¬ 
ral, New Mexico, was on the line, in the 
last relay for his final 5 shots at the 200 
meter sheep. At this point, Tom needed 
four rams for an outright win, and three 
for a tie and shoot-off. With spectators 
and photographers crowding the line 
behind Beall and spotter/coach Elgin 
Gates, Sr., the pressure was on! As 
the muzzle blast of Tom’s last shot 
echoed over those west Texas plains, 
Tom had connected with two of the five 
rams, for a total of (62) and the National 
Individual Runner-up title. 

As the trophies were awarded, many 
new names were added to National 
Qass competition. 

It’s a whole new concept for competi¬ 
tive handgunners, so in 77, let’s see 
some of you local and regional “hot 
rock,” “practical” handgunners making 
the Metallic Silhouette scene. __ 


For further information on 
metallic silhouette matches 
write to: 

John Adams 
Director 
I.H.M.S.A. 

P.O. Box 1358 

Manhatten Beach, CA 90266 


Scores on Page 62 

k 



S.O.F. Staffer, Lee E. Jurras, presents the “S.O.F. Trophy” to the Two-man 
Team Champions, (left) Ray Chapman & W.A. “Buck” Toddy of California. The 
serving trays are kept by the shooters. 



A highly modified gun designed for metallic silhouette competition. Under 1977 
rules, this gun can only be fired in the “Un-limited” class and the shooter must 
fire class AA. A Remington XP-100, chambered for the 308 x 1.5?* 



Noted gun writer, Hal Swiggett (R), presents Joe Mott with a Ruger SBH. for 
winning the 200 meter “Ruger Cup Match!’ Joe hit (14) of 20 Rams at 200 
meters. This is some kind of shooting! 
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TEST & EVALUATION 

DETONICS .45 


A pocketful of punch, this new auto 

is already a favorite of law enforcement 
personnel. 


by Dan Predovich 



Daniel Predovich is currently 
attached to the Special Investigations 
Unit of a Denver, Colorado metropoli¬ 
tan police agency . He has five years 
experience in police firearms train¬ 
ing . Predovich has a Master rating in 
NRA Police Competition and Class 
"A" in International Combat Com¬ 
petition . He was the 1975 Colorado 
State NRA Police Pistol Champion . 
He is the 1976 Rocky Mountain Com¬ 
bat Pistol Champion and the Director 
of the Colorado Combat Pistol 
League . Predovich has been a 
student of Jeff Cooper 's for the past 



Author carried modified Colt Com¬ 
mander (above) or S & W Chiefs Spec¬ 
ial Airweight for hideout gun before 
obtaining Detonic .45. 


few years and is presently associated 
with Cooper's 'American Pistol 
Institute . " 

I’ve never had much trouble carrying 
any of my Colt .45 autos simply tucked 
into the waisband of my trousers, but in 
warm shirt-sleeve weather in Colorado, 
concealing the big auto can be difficult. 
I do occassionally carry a well broken-in 
S&W Chiefs Special Airweight, in situa¬ 
tions where concealment is a big prob¬ 
lem. However, if there is any way to keep 
from leaving my .45 at home, you’d 
better believe I’ll have it with me. I’ve 
been known to carry a worked-over 
Commander in a leather “stash pouch*’ 
hung from my belt or tucked in a boot top 
under my jeans’ pantsleg. I could never 
quite see my way to lay out the better 
part of five hundred bucks and a year¬ 
long wait for one of the custom “chopped 
and channeled’’ .45 sorties. 

Recently, a few production shortened 
.45 autos have come to light, one of them 
the Detonics .45 auto I now have in hand. 
My example, a prototype of the produc¬ 
tion model, has accompanied and com¬ 
forted me in the various dark bars and 
dark corners where my Chief sends me. 

Detonics .45 Associates of Seattle, 
Washington, have developed what is 
essentially a production model of the 
shortened and customized Colt .45 auto 
that has been so popular and profitable 
for specializing gunsmiths throughout the 
country. The Detonics is of all steel con¬ 
struction. Overall length is six and three- 
quarters inches from the front of the 
slide to the end of the main spring hous¬ 
ing. The frame height is approximately 
one inch shorter and the slide length al¬ 
most one inch shorter than the same 
dimensions on my Colt Commander. 
Workmanship is flawless. All pins and 


springs (except the sear spring and 
recoil springs) are interchangeable with 
t my Colt autos, as are the thumb safety, 
disconnector, extractor, firing pin, 
sear and slide top, to name a few. This 
interchangeability is a definite plus for 
the Detonics, considering the easy acces¬ 
sibility of Colt and G.I. parts. Although 
the Detonics magazine is almost three- 
quarters of an inch shorter than that of a 
Colt, the Detonics will accept the Colt 
magazines without complaint. Have you 
ever tried to find spare magazines for the 
Star P.D.? 

Sights on the Detonics are fixed and 
wide, though not as deep as I would like. 
The magazine well is beveled to facilitate 
rapid reloading. An interesting feature of 
the magazine is that the tip of the stabiliz¬ 
ing guide of the magazine follower acts as 
an indicator for a fully loaded magazine 
by extending three-sixteenths of an inch 
below the floor plate. The indicator tab on 
my prototype is squared-off with result¬ 
ing sharp corners that snag clothing; this 
problem has already been corrected on 
production models. With one in the 
chamber, the Detonics will hold seven 
rounds of powerful .45 auto ammo in a 
package that can be covered by your 
hand. The little weapon feeds hard-ball, 
hollow-point, cast semi-wadcutter bullets 
and even empty cases. Most auto feed 
ramps are left pretty rough from factory 
machining. The Detonics feed ramp is 
polished smooth and the barrel is 
throated. 

There is no barrel bushing on the 
Detonics .45 auto. The barrel diameter at 
the muzzle is sufficient to tightly fit the 
mouth of the slide when in battery, thus 
eliminating the need for a bushing. 
The barrel diameter decreases smoothly 
from muzzle to breach. The rear of the 
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Detonics barrel closely resembles the 
Colt product. The recoil spring, which is 
actually a spring within a spring, sur¬ 
rounds a steel spring guide. Dis¬ 
assembly, therefore, begins with the 
removal of the slide stop and is sheer 
^simplicity. 

As with custom .45’s, the ejection port 
has been relieved to allow plenty of clear¬ 
ance for the ejected shell casing. The 
trigger is denoted by Detonics Associates 
as a “combat trigger”, that interprets as 
a heavier than target-type pull, but crisp, 
clean and reliable. The thumb safety on 
my weapon was a G.I. issue type. 

The Detonics finds itself in the unique 
role of competing for two markets. It is 
a production weapon that makes stand¬ 
ard most of the popular custom options 
available up to now only on a pay-and- 
iwait basis. The list “custom” features of 
the Detonics is impressive: (1) Full> 
•shortening of slide, barrel, and frame* 

(2) Combat accuracy job, including a 
unique self-adjusting cone barrel, 

(3) Relieved ejection port, (4) Throated 
barrel, (5) Beveled magazine well, (6) 
Wide fixed combat sights, (7) Combat 
tuned trigger, (8) Solid recoil spring 
guide, (9) Loaded magazine indicator 
tab, (10) Designed for simple field 
disassembly, (II) Hammer tang modified 
— no hammer bite. 

The overall impression of the Detonics 
.45 auto is that of a beautifully fitted, 
solid weapon. It gives the feeling that if 
you threw the piece at your basement 
wall, you might crack the foundation, 
but you wouldn’t hurt the weapon. The 
Detonics is a no-nonsense, very compact 
and powerful weapon. 

Suggested retail is $395. Not bad for a 
custom shortened .45 with immediate 
availability. For further information con¬ 
tact: Detonics .45 Associates, 2500 
Seattle Tower, 3rd and University, 
Seattle, Washington, 98101. 




Jeff Cooper tries out the Detonic at IPSC Sectional Matches. Was impressed. 


Detonics .45 disassembled into major component parts. Note enlarged barrel 
diameter at muzzle which eliminates barrel bushing. 







S * e °!. D £ e * OTUC . c° m P ares favorably Gitlin, Brown and Cooper discuss merits of Detonic. All felt it is ideal for con- 
wth Chief Special. cealment. 
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NRA 

SURVIVAL SCHOOL 

"Taming The Wilds In Northern New Mexico” 

by Bill Davidson 


Pilot survival is the latest in a series of 
survival-oriented programs sponsored by 
the National Rifle Association (NRA) at 
its 36,000-acre Outdoor Center near Raton, 
New Mexico. 

In mid-fall, 1976, the NRA trained 15 
fliers from across the country in a week- 
long survival program designed for private 
aircraft pilots. The program opened with 
two days of classes, moved into the field, 
and finished with a 72-hour “solo” for each 
participant. 

Border patrolman A1 Conroy, who was 
once one of the youngest police officers in 
California (joined a Bay Area police pro¬ 
gram when 18-year-olds were eligible), had 
already acquired experience as a pilot as 
well as a peace officer. He flies for the U.S. 
Immigration Border Patrol out of South¬ 
western New Mexico, one of the busiest, 
illicit drug and illegal immigrant traffic 
areas in the world. So perhaps he had more 
incentive to learn about pilot survival. 

But all 15 pilot-students bore down hard 
that week, trying to learn, polish, or swap 
skills and techniques that might mean the 
difference between survival and tragedy 
after a plane crash in the wilderness. 


The training included a 20-minute fire¬ 
arms briefing by Frank Foote, NRA Ra¬ 
ton Manager, as well as detailed seminars 
by such specialists as Capt. R.C. Wheeler, 
a Royal Canadian Air Force transport- 
and-rescue officer, and Maj. Duane W. 
Farnham of the U.S. Air Force Rescue Co¬ 
ordination Center, Scott Air Force Base, 
Illinois. 

Bob Whitmore, Denver executive for 
Wilderness Institute for Survival Educa¬ 
tion (WISE), offered additional informa¬ 
tion about equipment and techniques 

Keith Thompson NRA headquarters, 
Washington, D.C., coordinated and Ladd 
Gordon supervised the program. The lat¬ 
ter, a director of the New Mexico Fish and 
Game Department, now an NRA official 
based at Raton, is one of the best-known 
wildlife professionals in the country. 

The NRA has conducted survival- train¬ 
ing courses at Raton since January, 1975. 
The series began with a five-day, midwin¬ 
ter endurance trek across the ridges and 
mesas of the NRA center. Since then, groups 
of writers, broadcasters, women’s teams, 
teachers, recreation specialists and others 
have participated. The fall, 1976, exercise 


was the first spcifically designed for pilots, 
although commercial airline and military 
pilots have participated in other NRA sur¬ 
vival programs. A pilot himself, Thomp¬ 
son felt that many others would be interest¬ 
ed in and benefit from a survival program 
aimed exclusively at plane jockeys. 

The firearms talk was short since a ma¬ 
jority of the participating pilots were ac¬ 
quainted with firearms. More time was 
spent on instruction from the two service 
pilots. Wheeler, whose courses on defen¬ 
sive flying, use of the Emergency Locator 
Transmitter (ELT) and basic survival skills 
were well-received, flew from Edmonton, 
Alberta, home base for the RCAF’s 450th 
Transport and Rescue Squadron with 
which he serves. While Wheeler dealt with 
Arctic and other survival situations, Farn¬ 
ham discussed coordination with search- 
and-rescue organizations like the Civil Air 
Patrol. 

Farnham explained that private aircraft 
flying under Visual Flight Rules (VFR), 
when more than three hours overdue or 
immediately overdue under Instrument 
Flight Rules (IFR), become the target of 
searches coordinated through his home 




NRA Outdoor Center Managing Director Frank Foote 
lectures on survival firearms. Foote recommended soft- 
point £mmo for those choosing M-1 carbines. Light weight 
is important for aircraft survival guns. 


Individual shelters with no “company” were 3-day final 
tests for pilot survival trainees. 
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Bdots (hunting, hiking or climbing type; 
waterproonng required tor leather boots) 

Socks—2 prs. wool 

Underwear—Fishnet, thermal knit or wool 

T-shirts—material optional 

Pants—wool (GI surplus recommended) 

Shirts—one light wool, one heavy wool (or woolen sweater) 
Jacket—Windbreaker-type (down, wool or 60-40 cloth) 

Rain gear—Poncho and chaps or two-piece vented rainsuit 
Mittens or gloves 

EQUIPMENT 

Sheath knife (5" or 6" blade) 

Flashlight—small, with extra alkaline batteries 
GI metal canteen, cup 
Sierra cup 
Sunglasses 

Personal medications 
Toilet tissue 
Small notepad, pencil 
Camera, film (type optional) 

Personal cooking gear (pan, pot, fork, spoon) 





ABOVE: Group survival simulated conditions faced by 
three to four persons surviving a small plane crash. Space 
blankets, tents and reflectors insured warmth on 30-degree 
nights. 


BELOW: Group survival occupied second day and night 
afield. Survival trainees include (L to R) Herb Kincey of 
Santa Fe, N.M.; Dave Kaufman of Jeffersontown, Ky.; 
Denice Cameron of Albuquerque, N.M., and Joe Petraus- 
kas of Albuquerque, N.M. 



INDIVIDUAL SURVIVAL KIT 

Compass—Silva recommended 
Metal match 

2 pads #0000 steel wool in zip-lock bag 
Varco Woodsman wire saw 
25 feet of parachute cord 

Roll of Scotch brand #33 cold-weather tape (for taping shelter) 
20 feet copper snare wire (24 or 28 gauge) 

Thermos-brand Sportsman’s blanket 
Thermos-brand space emergency blanket 
GI glass signal mirror 
Whistle (plastic) 

2 metal 35mm film cans (best for fire-starter materials) 

2 plastic 35 mm film cans (next best for fire-starter) 

Belt pouch or “fanny” pack to carry survival items; 
a day pack was not allowed. 


base at Scott AFB. 

Wheeler said about 6,600 false ELT 
activiations occur each year due to equip¬ 
ment malfunctions or sudden aircraft man¬ 
euvers. He said downed pilots use airplane 
parts—seats, fuel, tools, etc.—as survival 
aids, should stay close to their planes and 
be sure to carry crew survival kits. The lat¬ 
ter should be in addition to whatever sur¬ 
vival equipment individual crew members 
might take along. A four-person survival 
kit weighs between eight and ten pounds, 
the Canadian said. 

Whitmore preached the stay-by-your- 
plane message, too, explaining that over 
half the planes downed in the United States 


are located within the first 24 hours; 90 per 
cent are found within 72 hours. 

Ironically, while pilots were hearing that 
message, an exception to the rule was tak¬ 
ing place in the Rocky Mountains near 
Salida, Colorado, a few hundred miles to 
the north of Raton. 

A small-plane pilot and his 29-year-old 
wife, downed in the subfreezing higher 
Rockies, walked out for help to end a five- 
day ordeal. The pilot, age 32, later admit¬ 
ted he was “guilty of not filing a flight plan.” 
But, “We get the credit for surviving,” he 
said. Both were in reasonably good shape 
after the experience. 

In another classroom segment, Glenn 


Cheney, Colorado CAP wing officer, gave 
the pilots a presentation on mountain fly¬ 
ing, search and rescue. 

After the in-class work, NR A staffers led 
the pilots to an outdoor center field up 
North Willow Canyon. The pilots spent 
their first morning in the field working on 
fires, signals, snares, shelters, field packs, 
navigation, and first aid. In the afternoon, 
the trainees split into teams of three or four 
for overnight team survival drill. Each 
group, accompanied by an instructor, set 
up shelters, built fires and passed the night 
under conditions approximating those fac¬ 
ing the crew of a downed plane, 
continued on page 66 
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN 

IPSC 

SECTIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

COMBAT SHOOTING. by Dan Predovich 


Interest in “combat’* or “practical 
pistol” matches, which has grown 
rapidly over the past decade, has reached 
a new apex with the formation of the 
International Shooting Confederation 
(IPSC). The IPSC U.S. Championships 
will be held in June 1977 in Denver, 
Colorado; the IPSC World Champion¬ 
ships in August 1977, in Salisbury, 
Rhodesia. 

The guiding hand behind the IPSC 
belongs to the same grand master who 
founded the Southwest Combat Pistol 
League (SCPL), Jeff Cooper. Since its 
formation in 1963, not only has the SCPL 
grown, but numerous clubs and leagues 
have also been organized both in the U.S. 
and several foreign countries. 

In May 1976, a number of top spec¬ 
ialists in the field, including Cooper, 
held a conference in Columbia, Missouri, 
where the IPSC was bom. A governing 
body was formed and the numerous 
clubs and leagues were divided into 
eight sections under the national leader¬ 
ship of Jeff Cooper. The United States, 
in turn, is one of nine regions world¬ 
wide. Each section and region hosts a 
championship match. 

The first of the Sectionals was the 
Rocky Mountain Championship match 
held in Denver, Colorado on September 
11th and 12th. More than forty of the top 
pistoleros of the seven state area showed 
up at Table Mountain Gun Club on a 
warm Saturday morning. Trunk lids and 


tailgates swung open and shooting 
equipment began to litter the range. 
Almost every conceivable combination of 
serviceable weapon and holster graced 
the respective hips of the competitors. 
Revolver men chided the automatic 
shooters, who, in turn, belittled the 
wheelgunners. A better group of sports¬ 
men would be difficult to find. 

Practical or combat shooting is one of 
the few shooting sports that truly attracts 
spectators. It is not only challenging to 
participate in, but it is also fascinating to 
watch. The action and obvious skill 
appeal to the spectators much as tennis 
and golf appeal to their respective fol¬ 
lowers. Some spectators enjoy the sport 
for its own sake. Others watch the top 
shootists with a careful eye, hoping to 
catch a glimpse of the secret of winning. 

The first stage of the standardized 
sectional match consisted of single shots 
fired from twenty-five meters starting 
from the holster. Time allowed was two 
and one-half seconds. Stage two, known 
as the “El Presidente,” involved three 
silhouette targets, ten meters from the 
firing line. The participant starts facing 
away from the targets, with his hands 
clasped. On the starting signal, he turns 
and fires two rounds at each of three tar¬ 
gets, reloads and fires two more at each 
target. The point total is divided by the 
time, in order to arrive at the total for 
that stage. Saturday shooting ended at 
4:00 p.m. 


Stage three, the most interesting to 
watch, was christened the “Columbia 
Fumble” at the 1976 Columbia Confer¬ 
ence. Early Sunday morning, this last 
stage began, with the shooter lining up 
five meters behind the firing line. On the 
starting signal, he runs toward the firing 

line, picking up a large can from the 
ground and placing it over a shoulder- 
high stake. Once the can is on the stake, 
the shooter draws his weapon and fires 
two shots on a target five meters away 
and two shots at a target twelve meters 
away, at which time he reloads. The 

shooter then fires until he strikes a metal 
plate ten meters away to stop the time. 
His time is then divided into his numer¬ 
ical score to obtain the final score for 
this stage. Stage one was fired twice: 
stage two, twice; and stage three, six 
times. 

At the end of the shooting on Sunday, 
the results showed that Dan Predovich of 
the Glendale, Colorado Police Depart¬ 
ment won high overall, the Rocky Moun¬ 
tain Championship and a custom-built 
Colt .45 Commander. Predovich shot a 
,45 Colt auto customised by Jim Hoag of 
Canoga Park, California. He used a 
modified Rogers Holster (Tallahassee, 
Fla.). Lt. Bill Belt of the Englewood, 
Colorado Police Department ran only 
three points behind Predovich. He used 
a modified Colt .45 auto and a belt loop- 
type high ride holster. He won First Class 
A and a Smith and Wesson three inch 
Model 36. 

Robert White of the Jefferson County 
Sheriff’s Department gave an outstand¬ 
ing performance with his Smith and 
Wesson Model 15. His reloading time 
closely matched that of the automatic 
hot shots. He reloads his revolver while 
holding it close into his body near his 
reloader case. He does not change hands 
to reload, as is normal to revolver speed 
loading. Maintaining the weapon in his 
right hand eliminates wasted motion on 
the reload. Bob uses Dade speed loaders 
and a Bianchi front break holster. For his 
expertise, he won Second Place Class A 
and a Redfield spotting scope. 
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Competitors of the first IPSC Sectional with awards. U.S. Championships will 
also be held in Denver, Colorado in June. 
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Author, second from right, took first place and won Soldier of 
Fortune traveling trophy. Jeff Cooper refereed matches; SOF pub¬ 
lisher Brown placed 4th in novice class. 



Jeff Cooper, President of the International 
Shooting confederation, presents Brown with 4th 
place trophy—novice class. 


Sponsors for the Rocky Mountain 
Sectional include: 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine, Cham¬ 
pionship Traveling Trophy; Foothills 
Shooting Center, Custom .45 Colt auto; 
Jerry Snapp, Smith and Wesson Model 
36; Redfield Gunsight Co., Redfield 
Spotting Scope; Gart Brothers Sports 
Castle, Trophies, Knife; A. G. Russell 
Knife Co., Russell Commemorative 
Knife; 300 Gunsmith Service, Trophies; 
Swansons Custom Firearms, Knife; 
Knife world, Knife; and Gerber Knife 
Co., Knife. 




1976 ROCKY MOUNTAIN CHAMPION SHIP RESULTS 


High Overall 

Daniel Predovich 

1st Place 

Bill Belt 

2nd Place 

Robert White 

3rd Place 

Chuck Taylor 

4th Place 

Don Jandro 

5th Place 

Ed Zehner 

6th Place 

Tony Datillo 

7th Place 

Ray Pezolt 

8th Place 

Doug Brand 

9th Place 

Jack Gartner 

10th Place 

Bob Greenlee 

11th Place 

Novice Class 

Robert Nelson 

1st Place 

Harry Bovos 

2nd Place 

George Wheeler 

3rd Place 

Robert Gray 

4th Place 

Robert Brown 

5th Place 

Bud Greenwald 

6th Place 

Jerry Snapp 

7th Place 

Richard Predovich 

8th Place 

Dean Johnson 

9th Place 

Dana Drenkowski 

10th Place 

Lou Gabos 

Art Gitlin 

David Kosmatka 
David London 

Bob Tagart 

Dennis Potter 

Len Horner 

Robert Dean 

Jim Grafe 

H. E. Williams 
Ralph Royer 
Charles Winter 


.45 Colt Auto 

165.45 

.45 Colt Auto 

162.04 

.38 S&W Rev. 

145.03 

.45 Commander 

144.23 

.38 S&W Rev. 

132.26 

.45 Colt Auto 

131.81 

.44 Magnum 

123.88 

.45 Commander 

121.36 

.38 S&W Rev. 

120.12 

.45 Colt Auto 

114.79 

.45 Colt Auto 

112.89 

.45 Colt Auto 

107.05 

.45 Colt Auto 

134.64 

.45 Colt Auto 

132.23 

.45 Colt Auto 

130.83 

.45 Colt Auto 

111.14 

.45 Colt Auto 

104.30 

.45 Colt Auto 

100.75 

.45 Colt Auto 

100.04 

.45 Colt Auto 

97.93 

.45 Commander 

97.43 

.45 S&W Rev. 

93.29 

.45 Colt Auto 

92.71 

.41 Magnum 

91.16 

.45 Colt Auto 

86.65 

.38 S&W Rev. 

82.42 

.38 S&W Rev. 

82.16 

.45 Colt Auto 

78.58 

.357 Mag. S&W 

71.29 

.45 Colt Auto 

64.12 

.45 Colt Auto 

52.00 

9mm S&W M-59 

30.67 

did not finish 




SOF staffer Art Gitlln stumbles through 
the “Columbia Fumble.” From upper 
left to lower right: Gitlin prepares to 
run to stake picking up can and placing 
can on stake; then engages targets. 

After the match was finished, each 
competitor went over and over in his 
own mind the mistakes he had made and 
the equipment he would alter or change. 
Whatever resulted from the rehash, be 
assured that each will be a better shoot¬ 
ing athlete next match — and will look 
forward to the World Championships 
in Salisbury next August. 

The National Championship Invitation¬ 
al Match will be held in Denver, in June 
1977. For information write: Director, 
National Championship, 7383 South 
Vance Street, Littleton, Colorado 80123. 
Please enclose sufficient return postage. 

For information concerning combat 
shooting in your area, contact the closest 
representative listed on page 7 5 
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Fully expecting the 
the attack, our defend 
foot,holding his bent 
shoulder. As soon a 
range, defender snap 
the same time swingin 
hood’s head. 


As our peaceful-minded defender walks 
along, book in hand, a pair of local toughs size 
him up as easy pickens. But, perhaps he has a 
surprise or two up his sleeve, or even in his 
hand. 


As the first hood steps forward to grab him, 
our boy throws a feint with his left hand, then 
swings his right arm (stiff) in a wide arc toward 
the punk’s head, striking with the edge of his 
hard-bound book to the area just behind the 
hood’s ear. Don’t cut this strike short, follow 
through. 


A two-handed, ovt 
with the edge of the b 
tacker’s empty skuH 
ceive a well-earned 
wake up with a hell of 
price he pays for the 


Following through with a blow to the solar 
plexus will help set up the next shot. Once 
again, the edge of the book (weapon) is braced 
by the defender’s palm.This strike is an upward 
arc. 


Bracing the book with both palms, defender 
strikes the attacker in the throat. This strike is a 
straight thrust. The book and fully-extended 
arms give the defender good “reach.” Power is 
derived from the snap of arms straight forward. 
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second punk to continue 
it steps back with his left 
right arm near his left 
the attacker steps into 
his hips to the right, at 
g his right arm toward the 



Blocking the now mis-aimed blow his attack¬ 
er throws, defender snaps a raising blow, arcing 
into the punks “tenders ” That’ll take his mind 
off girls for a while! Notice that defender added 
force to this strike by putting his hip behind it. 



This time, using a two-handed grip, defender 
strikes the hood in the solar plexus with the 
corner of the book. That should take care of 
him, but here comes number one again, looking 
for more. 




Thead, downward strike 
ook to the base of the at- 
hould cause him to re- 
est. Of course, he may 
3 headache, but that’s the 
game he plays! 



Defender, now through with his chores, con¬ 
tinues on toward his friend’s house to return the 
book he borrowed. 


In our continuing effort to help the 
fighting man become better able to de¬ 
fend himself, we are trying to impress 
upon our readers that almost anything 
can be used as an effective weapon. In 
the above photos, a hard covered book 
in the hands of a trained fighter puts 
away two would-be muggers. Look 
around you right now and count some of 
the potential weapons that are within 
reach. If you are reading this, then I 
know for sure of at least one, this maga¬ 
zine! (See SOF Issue #1) Are your car 
keys in your pocket? If they are, place 
them in the palm of your hand and allow 
the shafts of two keys to protrude be¬ 
tween your fingers; make a fist and 
you’ll see the sawtooth cutting edge 
your “innocent” keys can provide. A 
heavy ashtray has ended more than one 
barroom brawl, when applied with 
proper care and force to the cranial re¬ 
gion of an attacker. A lamp usually has a 
weighted base; does that give you any 
ideas? A lit cigarette flipped toward an 
attacker’s face will cause any man to 
flinch or duck! I could go on and on, but 
instead, let’s leave it at this. If you really 
think about it, you need never be com¬ 
pletely unarmed. But think about it 
before you need to. You usually don’t 
have time to think when the fight starts. 
In the next issue, we’ll start into some 
empty hand techniques. Write to us if 
you have any questions, comments or 
suggestions. Send them to Art Gitlin, 
Martial Arts Editor, c/o this magazine. 

_ * 
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BLACK WATER, 
BODIES, AND BOMBS 


by David Vine 


Moving cautiously the frogmen-cops 
searched the cold murky water for the 
explosives. A tipster had alerted police 
that three cases of stolen dynamite could 
be found next to a bridge — but was it a 
trap? Dive master Bob Leavitt knew that 
if it wasn’t a set-up this was still no 
routine job. 

Submerged dynamite sweats nitro¬ 
glycerine making it doubly dangerous. 
Since Bob was trained in explosives 
while in the 7th Engineer Bat. of the 
3rd Marine Br. at Camp Pendleton, he 
was unqiuely qualified for this job. The 
divers felt their way along the bottom. 
Visibility was only a few feet and they had 
to pick their way around wires, grocery 
carriages, and other garbage that finds 
its way into New Haven’s West River. 

Suddenly a diver came upon three 
cardboard boxes. The diver examined the 
cases from a distance — he did not touch 
them. The police department armorer 
was topside and he confirmed the boxes 
to be the target. Going back down, the 

men checked for trigger wires and after 
further consultations with explosive 
experts, the stolen dynamite, some 75 
sticks, was hauled up from the river bed 
and gingerly placed into the bomb dis¬ 
posal truck. This was another mission ac¬ 
complished quickly and professionally by 
the men of the New Haven (Conn.) 
Police Dept.’s Underwater Search and 
Recovery Team (NHPD-USRT). 

Sgt. Carl Giannotti is the officer in 
charge of the team. He served with the 
4th Air Commandos 1st Wing in Vietnam 
from 1965 to 1966. Among other spe¬ 
cialties, Giannotti is a skilled commercial 
pilot and is in charge of the Dept.’s 



Leavitt talks on the radio while Muller 
scans horizon with binoculars. 


Special Operations Branch. “It’s exciting 
to go down in 0-0 visibility and accom¬ 
plish a mission,’’ he says, adding, “It’s a 
good feeling to know you have a compe¬ 
tent team.’’ 

Carl points out the Connecticut coast 
city has 50 square miles of water jurisdic¬ 
tion — twice the area of land respon¬ 
sibility. While they work closely with the 
local Coast Guard group, the PD has the 
legal responsibility for the waters. The 
team strives to complete each assignment 
quickly and professionally. Confusion and 
a moment of needless delay could spell 
death for accident victims trapped in a 
submerged auto with only an air pocket to 
keep them alive. 

NHPD’s USRT has gained fame on the 
East Coast. On several occasions they 
have been airlifted by CG chopper to 
assist in various water related emergen¬ 
cies. They have been observed by other 
PD’s who are setting up their own diving 
teams. The keys to their success are 
simple — training and organization. 

While volunteer divers mean well, they 
sometimes turn an op into a circus. They 
are often unorganized and usually don’t 
use a search plan. The NHPD team of 20 
police divers all know what their assigned 
responsibilities are. NHPD always had a 
few qualified divers among its ranks, but 
with no organization any recovery or 
search effort was at best haphazard. In 
1974 the USRT was formed. 

This was after an embarrassment 
where the Dept, couldn’t locate a sub¬ 
merged body until a day after the drown¬ 
ing. They called in outside help, since 
NHPD then had only one sport diver on 
the police rolls. Two-and-a-half years 
later they have a highly skilled and well 
equipped team with the experience of 
more than 100 ops. They include body 
recoveries, evidentiary searches, assists 
in searching for and recovering crashed 
planes and helicopters, and explosives 
recovery and security checks. 

The chain of command is simple, but 
effective. The OIC, Giannotti, is the man 
in charge during ops with overall res¬ 
ponsibility for the team. Bob Leavitt, 
the most experienced diver on the team, 
is the dive master. He has total authority 
over the divers in the water, irregardless 
of rank. Leavitt makes the “go or no go” 


decision, and specifies the tactics and 
techniques to be used after first going 
down to check conditions. The function¬ 
ary include a liason officer who handles 
relations with other officials and author¬ 
ities involved in an op and boat support 
personnel. 

Organization doesn’t stop here. When 
the team is called in all the facts sur¬ 
rounding the incident must be collected 
so the right tactics can be employed. In 
search of a drowning victim they must 
know what kind of clothing he wore, 
the victim’s height and weight, what he 
ate or drank, the direction and flow of 
current or tides, the condition of the bot¬ 
tom, and in the case of a female victim, 
whether she had large breasts. Large 
breasted women can be expected to float 
off the bottom. A fully clothed person 
might catch his clothes on a submerged 
branch and may not float downstream. 
The success of a diving mission comes 
from preparation. Once all the facts are 
known, the most adaptable search plan is 
chosen. 

The simplest pattern is the parallel 
line search, used in river searches. A 
man stands on each bank of the river with 
a rope strung between them. Depending 
on the visibility, and the river’s width, 
divers space themselves along the length 
of the rope. The rope is walked down¬ 
stream with the divers swimming parallel 
to the banks and the men on land walk 
the rope downstream. 

In mid-water, a straight line search is 
used. An anchor bouv or the boat’s 
anchor chain is used. A rope is attached 
and divers again spread out along its 



Lt. Tom Muller, Commanding Officer 
of the PD’s Marine Div. takes a regulat¬ 
or out of its compartment 


42 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 





stokes litter into the water and cover the 
submerged body. This is an effort to 
preserve the last bit of human dignity. 

Equipment and training are just tools 
— the job is hairy and it takes a dedicated 
professional to make the kind of dives 
these men regularly undertake. Some 
have previous diving experience and 
other skills to draw from in their USRT 
work. Bob Leavitt learned about explo¬ 
sives while with the marines. 

Officier-in-Charge Sgt. Carl Giannotti 
received specialized training with the Air 
Commandos. After he was discharged, he 
pursued flight training and now has com¬ 
mercial and instrument ratings. He some¬ 
times flies for business and is pushing for 
an aviation section in the department. He 
once cracked a boat theft ring operating 
in the New Haven area after an air 
search of the adjacent rivers. He also 
transports department officials to meet¬ 
ings in other cities. Some of the team 
members were sport divers before 
coming aboard the USRT. All share one 
common factor — they are full-tim*. 


length. They proceed to circle the anchor 
keeping the rope taunt while searching 
for the target. The anchor is moved if 
necessary and an overlapping circular 
area is searched. 

If a strong river current is encountered, 
a fanout search is used. A rope is at¬ 
tached to a solid anchor on the bank, r’lch 
as a dock piling. Divers along the rope 
make a sweep of the bottom. The rope 
may be moved and anchored at a dif¬ 
ferent spot till all of the bottom has been 
searched or the target found. 

A variation of this is the often used 180 
degree search pattern. This would be 
used when a shoreline must be searched. 
A rope is anchored on shore and divers 
spread themselves out along the rope’s 
length. They make a half-circle starting 
from one side of the shore anchor point. 
They swim along the bottom until they 
reach the shore on the other side of the 
anchor point. 

When the real thing occurs, on duty 
police personnel are called first. If it is 
a major emergency, such as a large plane 
crash into the sound, a telephone fan-out 
system would be used to alert all the team 
members. They try to keep four or five 
divers on duty at any one time. The team 
is broken down into three groups code- 
named “Razorback Squad,” “F Troop,” 
and “First Team.” Each corresponds to 
a particular shift. 

This organization and training has 
helped the NHPD-USRT become a model 
for other police departments. All mem¬ 
bers are policemen first, and they have 
assigned responsibility, and very thor¬ 
ough training. All this is a must in what 
one team member calls “a gloomy, piss 
job.” He says the men try to inject a bit 
of humor into the job, especially on 
assignments such as body recovery. They 
may kid among themselves but always 
show respect for the victim and next of 
kin. They have a firm policy of never 
bringing out the remains of a victim un¬ 
covered. They will take a body bag and 


On the aft deck, team members get final instructions iron, Dive Master Leavitt. 


Team members load up for a night dive. 


Two team members alongside boat. 

police officers. 

Rich Poulton, assistant dive master, 
puts it this way. “First I’m a policeman. 
Diving is a continuation of my function 
as a policeman — continuing the in¬ 
vestigation into the water. You’re under 
pressure in police diving, wether it’s 
the pressure of time in attempting to 
rescue victims trapped underwater or 
the pressure of people watching the 
operation and facing the family of a 
drowning victim. It’s like sport diving but 
much more hazardous.” 

Sport divers would never venture into 
27 degree F sea water during a blizzard 
with zero visibility. On February 4, 1974 
the team was called out to assist the 
nearby Milford PD. A small helicopter 
had gone down off shore and the local PD 
had no diving capability. Working with 
the Coast Guard, National Transporta¬ 
tion Safety Board, and local officials the 
crew found the helicopter. They removed 
continued on page 64 
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BLADES 

FOR CONCEALMENT 

A Revealing Look at Deadly Defense in Street Attire 



Above: Morseth sleeve knife concealed 
in sleeve of field jacket. A patch of vel¬ 
cro has been sewn into the sleeve 
and the velcro-backed sheath is 
pressed against it. Knife is carried up¬ 
side down, held in by friction fit of 
sheath. 

In my book, Secrets of Modem Knife 
Fighting (Phoenix Press, Box 693, Boul¬ 
der, Colo.), I discuss a number of knives 
which can be used from concealment. 
This article is an extension of that dis¬ 
cussion. 

Practically any knife can be concealed 
beneath the clothing, but the optimum 
concealment knife has a blade not less 
than three and not more than six inches 
long. This range of blade length is the 
best compromise of lethality and porta¬ 
bility. A blade less than three inches long 
is unlikely to reach any vital target except 
the throat. A blade over six inches is 
difficult to carry, especially in the boot. 

Basically, there are four principal 
places a knife can be concealed: on the 
belt, in the boot, on the shoulder, or in 
the pocket. A knife can also be concealed 
in the belt buckle, inside a hat, on a 
string down the back or front from the 
neck, taped to the arm or leg, or con¬ 
cealed in another object such as a cane or 
baton, but these positions are less 
common. 

The object of a concealing arrangement 
is to provide a weapon that is hidden 
from view but easily accessible. Some 
arrangements are perfectly concealed but 
very slow to get into action. A boot knife, 


for example, is better concealed but 
slower into action than a belt knife (since 
the pants leg must first be drawn up over 
the knife). 

Some say the ideal place to conceal a 
knife is in the pocket. Surely the folding 
knife is the most convenient knife to carry 
and least likely to be left at home or in the 
barracks. At the moment, the best fold¬ 
ing knifes for self defense are “folding 
hunters” — lock blade knives with three 
or four inch blades. Unfortinately, these 
were designed with cutting in mind, and 
some are not well suited for thrusting — 
either they do not have a good strong 
point designed for penetration, or they 
have a slippery grip which may allow fin¬ 
gers to run onto the blade. Also, some of 
the best of these knives are too heavy for 
pocket carry because of brass mounts. 
For example, the Ridig “Apache” would 
have to be carried in a belt sheath. Per¬ 
haps the most convenient, practical 
folders for pocket carry are the Gerber 
FS 11 and the Barry Wood Mark 2. These 
knives will not produce a large bulge in 
the pocket, but they are long enough for 
emergency use. The biggest advantage 
of folders for carrying on the streets is 
that they serve “legitimate purposes” 
as well as self defense, so they are easier 
to explain away to some interested 
parties than a boot dagger. 



The Morseth sleeve concealed inside a 
boot. A patch of velcro has been epox- 
ied to the inside of a boot, the velcro- 
backed sheath is pressed against it. 
The best place to conceal a boot knife 
on the inside of the left boot where the 
left hand caneasily pull up the cuff for a 
right hand draw. 



Drawing the Morseth knife from inner 
side of left sleeve with right hand. 


The following is an actual incident in 
which the folding knife served to defend 
its owner and another citizen. The 
account is taken from a letter written me 
by a man who wishes to remain anony¬ 
mous. 

“1 carry my Wood Mark 2 vertically in 
my hip pocket alongside my wallet on the 
outside. With the knife butt up in the 
right hip pocket it comes out ready to 
open one-handed. 

“Last year my son and I went to the 
Santa Monica Mall, parking our truck in 
one of the multi-story parking buildings. 
As we locked the vehicle, a young lady 
called to us. She stood by a VW sedan 
and opposite her, on the passenger side, 
holding open the door, stood a young 
black man. It seems he was demanding 
she drive him somewhere — anywhere 
she was going. He had just walked up 
and started making demands. I quietly 
told my son to go call a cop and as he left, 
I started to talk this guy out of his de¬ 
mands. He made it clear that he intended 
to drive off in that car with that girl, 
who he admitted he did not know, and 
that my presence was undesired at that 
time. To emphasize his point he opened 
his coat and displayed an eight-inch 
bladed $9.98 class knife. So, I “did my 
trick” with my Mk. 2 and said, “O.K., 
Let’s just all stand here and wait for the 
police!” He grabbed the handle of his 
knife, did a little mental wrestling, let go 
and walked away.” 

This is a good example of how one- 
hand opening techniques (discussed ex- 
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Completed draw. The thumb is behind the top quilfon for a “sabre grip” while the 
first finger moves behind the lower quillon. 


tensively in my book) can psychologically 
defeat an opponent before the fight 
starts. A second incident involving a 
Barry Wood Mark 2 occurred recently in 
Venice, California. Two men were 
arguing over who owed the rent money to 
the landlord. A friend of mine overheard 
the argument and went to investigate, 
since the woman manager of the apart¬ 
ment building was a friend of his. By this 
time he found the two men fighting. One 
had a substantial size advantage and had 
beaten his roommate into a “bundle of 
rags” lying on the porch of their building. 
My friend asked him to stop beating up 
the other man. The fellow refused, so my 
friend took out his Mk. 2 and, leaving it 
closed, used it like a yawara stick against 
the top of the man’s head. This stag¬ 
gered the man and caused him to desist. 
If he had continued, the handle could 
have been used against more vulnerable 
parts of the body or the blade could have 
been used as a last resort. 

The belt buckle knife, a variation of the 
classic push dagger, has become popular 
in recent years. Bowen Knife Co. pro¬ 
duces one of the better ones, which they 
market in a double-edged and a single- 
edged version. The only drawbacks to 
the belt buckle knife are that it is not that 
easy to get into action, and it is conspicu¬ 
ous to one who knows what to look for 
(the knife handle should be structured 
identical to a conventional buckle). The 
most interesting incident I’ve heard con¬ 
cerning one of these knives is from a 


letter once sent to W. D. Randall. The 
letter reads in part: 

“Couple weeks ago I was at the right 
place at the wrong time, tossing my over¬ 
shoes into my car in a parking ramp 
adjoining the hotel where I was staying 
during a two-day show. My first indica¬ 
tion that there was anything but peace 
and quiet, was a yell as a guy swung a 
knife at me. (Somehow you can tell the 
kind of yell, it’s just different from any 
other kind of sound.) I turned inside 
the stab and took just the hilt on my left 
arm and brought the left forearm up to 



Finally the knife is grasped between 
the firt two fingers in a “penholder” 
grip. The first jab is an under hand 
thrust, then the knife-hand can be 
turned over knuckles-up for succeed¬ 
ing thrusts and slashes. 


get rid of the knife and break his nose. 
While that was going on, I got kicked in 
the stomach by the second of the pair, 
which was my first indication that there 
was more than one. By this time I was 
kicking for No. l’s throat, but caught 
him in the chin instead and broke his 
jaw in two places, and getting to the 
Bowen belt knife, which was the only 
thing I had other than hands and feet. 
At the second kick I was able to twist 
with it and put the blade in behind No. 
2’s knee between the tendons. No. 1 had 
gone over the ramp rail (a drop of only 7 
or 8 feet, but was out like a sleeping prin¬ 
cess) and No. 2 went down with a lot of 
screaming. Just then a squad car reached 
the bottom of the ramp and one officer 
took the alley between the hotel and the 
ramp and the other came up the ramp. 

“At 52 and with limited neck move¬ 
ment from an auto accident a few years 
ago, I surprised the daylights out of my¬ 
self by being able to move. But those two 
officers were the greatest looking people 
I’ve seen in a long time! The guy in the 
alley was cuffed and taken to the squad 
car, also short some teeth and with a 
couple cracked ribs (probably from when 
he went over the railing), and the guy 
wearing the knife got cuffs and a tourni¬ 
quet and turned out to have three broken 
ribs, though I have no recollection of put¬ 
ting a foot into him. 

“The whole incident happened in may¬ 
be two or three seconds, and I just “re¬ 
flected” with a lot of luck. There wasn’t 
room to roll down and get my back 
where I’d have better use of my legs and 
better peripheral vision to see who was 
where. The two had robbed a gift store 
nearby, stabbed one of the women and 
beat the other, and apparently were on 
their way through the ramp to the maze of 
alleys beyond when they spotted me and 
must have decided on getting the car. 
But they didn’t even ask, in which case 
they could have had it unless I saw an 
opening. 

“No. 1 turned out to be a 3-time loser 
in Minnesota and wanted for murder in 
Kansas, and No. 2 had been arrested on 
11 counts in about 4 years but had 
spent less than 30 days in jail. This time 
there was positive on both; one of the 
witnesses outside the store who ran for 
the phone met the squad car and both the 
cash and two rings from one of the 
women were on the pair. Turned out the 
one who booted me didn’t shoot because 
the hammer of his .45 caught in the lining 
of his jacket. I really lucked out. But I 
real quick went back to wearing my boot 
knife at all times, because it’s three 
times as fast as a belt knife — though I’m 
thankful I did have something.” 

A short knife of any type can be con¬ 
cealed in the crown of a hat. A razor or 
knife can be strung from the neck. A 
sheath knife, such as the Morseth sleeve 
knife, can be attached by tape or other 
device to the arm or leg. Razor blades 
can be taped inside the fingers for a 
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The Cooper boot knife, overall length 9 V 2 inches, blade 4 3 A inches of V 4 -inch stock. 
The brass mounts and micarta handle make it a comparatively heavy 


slapping blow. A dagger can be con¬ 
cealed inside a walking stick, cane, swag¬ 
ger stick, or police baton (the so-called 
“French nightstick,” supposedly used by 
Paris police). Actually, the cane or stick 
is often a better weapon than the dagger 
it conceals, not to mention that a walking 
stick is legal while a swordcane is not. 

Probably the most interesting con¬ 
cealed knife is the boot dagger. The 
typical blade designs are single-edged, 
double-edged, and triangular. The 
single-edged knife is best for hunting, 
since it will not puncture the carcass 
accidently on the backstroke. Also it 
has an unsharpened spine to press 
against with the thumb for better lever¬ 
age. The double-edged boot knife is the 
best one for fighting since it can slash in 
either direction as well as stab with less 
point drag than a single-edged blade. 
One variation of the double-edged stiletto 
is the push dagger, which is distin¬ 
guished by its perpendicular handle; this 
type as well as the conventional stiletto 
can be carried in a boot. The last blade 
type is the triangular; it is good only for 
stabbing, but it has the advantage of 
being able to punch easily through 
leather and heavy clothing. Also, the tri¬ 
angular shaped wound does not close up 
easily as an icepick wound would. One 
example of the single-edged boot knife is 
the old Lile Model 7. Double-edged boot 
knives are made by Gerber, Morseth, 
Randall, Cooper and many others. Tri¬ 
angular boot knives are made by Dan 
Dennehy and Vic Anselmo. 

Boot knives are becoming quite popu¬ 
lar among police officers as last ditch self 
defense weapons. Sometimes they are 
carried at the back of the belt for cutting 
free from bonds or as a surprise weapon 
when the revolver is taken. The best use 
is for undercover work. Carrying a .38 
snubnose revolver undercover is almost 
like wearing a badge in plain sight. 
Sometimes narco squads issue little .25 
autos for undercover. A knife is even less 
conspicuous, since edged weapons are 
not generally associated with cops. One 
undercover New York cop who used to 
pose as a junkie would keep a folding 
knife half open beside him whenever he 
had a “meet” with dealers or other street 
people. 

As far as belt sheaths are concerned, 
perhaps the best on the market is the 
Gerber Mark I. Most belt sheaths hang 
too low from the belt and must be tied 
down to provide a quick one-hand draw. 
The Gerber Mark I boot dagger has a 


sheath with a clip which can be attached 
to a belt as well as a boot. It works best 
on a l l / 2 -inch belt; the clip goes over with 
no slack, so that the sheath does not move 
around during the draw. The Gerber 
sheath is as slick on the inside as on the 
outside to minimize blade drag. It has no 
leather above the snap to interfere with 
the draw. Its snap strap is similar to that 
on a Bianchi pistol holster; the thumb 
unsnaps the strap and the hand draws 
the knife all in one motion. This knife 
comes out instinctively in a “hatchet 
grip” for a quick thrust to a vital zone, 
though a better “sabre grip” should be 
used for a fight that will last more than 

The Cooper “Natchez hat pin” dagger, 
a small push dagger in which the brass 
guard serves as the front of the handle. 


The Puma “Bundeswehr” (German 
Army) knife, with metal scabbard 
taped to the John Ek shoulder rig. Al¬ 
though this blade shape will not pene¬ 
trate as easily as a triangular or double- 
edged stiletto its point is practically in- 
destructable. 


one thrust. The Gerber Mark I, besides 
having the most modern sheath available 
(equivalent to the best quick-draw pistol 
holsters), ~has a 5-inch double-edged 
blade and a nonslip aluminum handle 
with double quillon. For concealed wea¬ 
pon use it is far more practical than the 
older military-style Mark II. The Mark I 
at $32.50 is a bargain among boot knives, 
since equivalent quality is available only 
from a few benchmade knife makers at 
$60 and up. Needless to say, the Mark I 
is difficult to obtain since the few current¬ 
ly available are snapped up as soon as 
they arrive at dealers. 

If a belt knife has a sheath of conven¬ 
tional design it will hang too low below 
the jacket for concealability. In this case, 
a sheath knife can be stuck, sheath and 
all into the waist band, carried there tem¬ 
porarily. If action is imminent, the knife 
and sheath are pulled out, the sheath 
discarded or used as a guard in the left 
hand while the right hand grasps the 
knife handle. 

The boot knife sheath may be attached 
to a boot in one of three ways. It may be 
sewn in, like the old Sykes-Fairbairn 
knife which had sew-on tabs on the 
sheath for this purpose. Sewing, unfor¬ 
tunately, has two drwbacks: 1) it leaves 
a telltale stitchmark on the outside of the 
boot, and 2) the sheath cannot easily be 
removed (for use in another pair of boots, 
for instance). The sheath may be clipped 
on, like the Cooper “hat pin” dagger or 
the Gerber Mark I. The clip should be of 
first quality to secure the sheath firmly, 
not some cheap “mexican holster” style 
clip. The third way to secure the sheath 
is with velcro, such as on the Morseth and 
Dennehy boot knives. Sewn to the back 
of the sheath is the “hook” part of the 
velcro, while cemented into the boot is 
the “wooly” part of the velcro; when 
pressed together they form a secure 
bond. Personally, I favor the clip for 
convenience. In an emergency, if the 
knife must be ditched the velcro arrange¬ 
ment is not only difficult to detach (while 
still wearing the boot), but it leaves a 
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style* of KOZUKA knives (brsa* or silver hai 
are alto available. Katana sword Itngth: 42"; 
zathl sword length: 28"; Tanto knife length: 1 
Kozuka knife length: 8V4". 

SPECIAL New & Exclusive! 

SILVER RELIEF DAISHOl Hilt* of antique 
patina metal with historic oriental warrior eeer 
datlcata ralfaf. 

No- 1M72 KATANA (w/Kozuka). *1 

No. 19-393 WAK1ZASHI (w/Kozuka) . f 

N<L 19-678 TANTO. I 


No. 3-10A (Cavalry) ... 

No. 3-ION (Artillery) ... 

No. 3-10C (Infantry). 

No. 3-100 (Sat of 3 different) . 

CIVIL WAR OFFICER'S SABRE. Tempei 
■lightly curved 30V4” blade terminating li 
branch hilt with leather and wire wrap 
Scabbard of matching brass-washed steel 
ranges 7 *”. 

CONFEDERATE BOWIE KNIFE. Features 
tempered steel */»" thick end 1%" wide. h< 
an handle and solid steel knuckle guard, 
with heavy duty leather sheath. Ovare 
14 V4". Weight: 1 lb, 10 O*. 

No. 3-19 (Plain Blade). 

No. 20-690 (Engraved Blade) . 

DELUXE KEPI (Forage Can). Deluxe replica 
Blue or Gray wool doth with thick leather v 
plete with correct Union eagle or CSA skfi 
chin strep, sweat-band and satin lining. 
Cavalry ^insignia. Size: Small (6%), Med I 


■ attendad by religious 
rare referred to as the 
ns as the sword guard, 
upon which artists and 
■fast skill. Upon this 
egand or a philosophy 
within tha compass of 


Wrapped within the handle of the eword were the 
Menus I. small ornamental, highly decorative devices 
holding great caremonlal meaning for tha sword's 
owner, incorporated into the scabbard was tha 
Kozuka. a small decorative knife which In the hands 
of an expert could be thrown with great precision. 
It was often used for striking through the eyehole* 
of the face mask and warriors were trained In IN use 
from childhood. Samurai etiquette permitted Its 
use against the forehead, eyes, throat or wrists only. 


(7tt). 


No. 3-0&A (Confadarate—-Gray) ! i 'I *1*95 

REPLICA MODEL 1851 CIVIL WAR COLT. Precision 
machlned-matal, non-firing model which may be dis¬ 
assembled. Has same size, weight feel and detail 
as original but will not chamber or fir* real ammuni¬ 
tion. length: 13 Weight 2V4 lbs. 

No. 3412 (Non-firing) . *29 . 9 5 

BELT BUCKLES. Union end Confederate. Heavy 
brats, lead filled like the original standard Issue 
buckle of both armies. 

No. 34)4 (Union "US") .*495 

No. 3-04A (Confederate “C3") . *495 

CIVIL WAR BELT. Use with “US" or "CS” brass 
buckle. Thick deep-black leather. 1*4" wide. Avail¬ 
able In 44" length only, cut to your own size. 

No. 3-06 (Belt only). *695 

CIVIL WAR HOLSTER. Replica of standard issue 
used during Civil War by both Union and Confeder¬ 
ate forces. Deluxe leather. FIN Colt Navy, Reming¬ 
ton, and most Civil War revolvers. 

No, 34)3 *1295 


Quite naturally, an elaborate etiquette was built up 
around the sword. When not being worn, the sword 
or swords were placed on a special stand. Katana 
Kate, which was placed in e location of honor in the 
home. The sword In IN scabbard was racaivsd In a 
wrapper of fine silk, lor it was a serious breech of 
etiquette to receive It on the bare hands. Even to 
touch the scabbard of ona't sword against that 
worn by another was considered enough of an insult 
to demand mortal combat To turn one’s scabbard 
■ round in one’s belt or girdle, as if to drew It was 
considered e challenge to a dual to tha death. In. 
deed, the mere touching of another's sword in any 
manner whatsoever without permission was ■ most 


BRAIDED MEMUKJ DAISHOl Hilts of Imitation shark¬ 
skin ovariald with clastic braiding having Menukt In¬ 
corporated underneath tha brakf 
No. 19-364 KATANA (w/Kozuka) . . . *6995 

No, 19993 WAJOZA3H1 (w/Kozuka) . . . <7999 
NO. 19-679 TANTO .*4495 

PLAIN BRAIDED 0A1SHD. Hitts of imitation Shark- 
Skin ovarlald with classic braiding having no Menukl 
undemaath. Scabbards are without Kozuka knhrat. 
No. 19-373 KATANA (no Kozuka) . . . *7499 

No. 19991 WAKIZASHI (no Kozuka) . . . *6499 

No. 19-674 TANTO . *3499 


SA PRESENTATION DAGGER WITH "BOEHM" IN¬ 
SCRIPTION. Standard SA daggar with SA leader 
Ernst Roehms presentation inscription: "In Har- 
zllcher Freundschaft Emit Roahm" (In Heartfelt 
Friendship Ernst Roehm). This rare presentation 
dagger comes complete with brown metal scabbard. 
No. 5-14 (“Parts" Dagger) *12495 

SA—STURM ABTE1LUNQ (Storm Trooper) DAGGER. 
Famed dagger of the brown-shlrted "Storm Troop¬ 
ers” with motto on the blede: "Alias fur Deutsch¬ 
land" (Everything for Germany). Brown wood handle 
with "SA" emblem and eagfa. Brown metal scab¬ 
bard has nickel-plated fitting*. 

No. 5- 13 ("Parts" Dagger) -.*7995 

SPECIAL RE1CKSFUHRER SS HIMMLER PRESENTA¬ 
TION DAGGER. Model 1933 enlisted man’s dagger 
with the reverse side of the blade *ngraved:Tn 
Herziicher Kameratfeschaft H Himmler" (In Heart¬ 
felt Comradeship H Himmler). Oppoeit* side of blade 
engraved with motto: "Maine thro Haisst Treue." 
The best among rare presentation daggers. Com¬ 
plete with black metal scabbard. _ 

No- 5-12 (“Parts” Daggar) *14995 

SS OFFICER'S DRESS DAGGER. Modal 1936 officer's 
SS dagger, with special chained scabbard hanger. 
Seme as the Model 1933 except for the special 
chained hanger. A ram addition to any collection. 

No. 5-11 ("Parts” Dagger). *24995 

SS—SCHUTZ3TRFTEL (Elite Guard) DAGGER. Worn 
by tha black-unilormed members of Hitler's dreaded 
"SS." Modal 1933 daggar is engraved with the 
motto: "Maine Ehr* Haisst Treoa (My Honor is 
Loyalty). Handle of biack wood with SS Runes and 
Eagle. Black metal scabbard ha* nickat-plated fit- 

NofVlO ("Parts" Dagger) *9995 

DAGGER SNAP HANGER. Non-standard type German 
daggar hangars- Leather belt toop with metal snap. 
Will hold any SS, SA. or NSKK enlisted man's daggar 
and I* used to attach daggar to the service belt. 


Rarely, except In combat, was a naked sword ever 
displayed. On very special occasions. If a sword 
were rare or famous, a request might bs entertained 
to see tha blade. Upon such occasions the owner 
elaborately asked tha pardon of all present for un¬ 
sheathing the blade. The owner, holding the beck of 
the blede toward the onlookers, slowly, inch-by-lnch, 
withdrew the blade for the admiring gaze of the au¬ 
dience. Hardly ever was the blede compfetly with¬ 
drawn except et the Insistence of some extremely 
honored personage. 


LUFTWAFFE HONOR GOBLET. Heavy aluminum am- 
boised goblet as presented by Herman GSring to 
outstanding Luftwaffe Airmen. Approximately B" 
high with raised Iron Crosa on ona side and aagles 
In combat on the other. Complete with blank award 
documentation papar. 

No. 204)1. (Hepllce) . *7495 

LUFTWAFFE SQUADRON STEIN. Heavy carsmic stein 
with embossed eagle and Iron Cross on sides, squad¬ 
ron Insignia In proper colors, personal name and 
rank showing victories and "kills." Each stein is 
numbered and stamped on bottom with manufactur¬ 
ers symbols and inspection seels. 

No. 20.133. (Replica). **499 

SLEEVE SPECIALIST PATCH for Luftwaffe Flying 
Personnel. 

No. 20-26. (Original) . * 39S 

SLEEVE SPECIALIST PATCH for Luftwaffe Range¬ 
finder Personnel. 

No. 20-25. (Original) . * 395 

BELT BUCKLE for Luftwaffe Officer** Dress Uniform. 

No. 20-30. (Original) . *2995 

METAL HAT WREATH for Luftwaffe EM/NCO Visor 
Hat 

No. 20-24. (OrlglnaD . * 499 

METAL BREAST EAGLE for Luftwaffe Officar's Bum- 
mar Tunic. Rare. 

No. 20-14. (Original) . . *1995 

ARMBAND for Luftwaffe Personnel. 

No. 20-13* (Replies) .___* *99 


KATANA KATE. This fine KATANA KATE (Sword 
Stand) Is made of wood end finished In lustrous 
blech lacquer. Shipped flat but easily assembled. 
No. 2040. *3999 


Military Specialty Books 


SILENCERS, SNIPERS AND ASSASSINS by J. David 
Truby. Vivid portrayal of how silencers have been 
used by CIA agents. Marine Corps snipers. Mafia 
"contract killers", and others. The Army Magazine 
cells ft "A fulty documented history of the Invention, 
development end use of silencers . . 200 photos, 

hard cover. 214 pagaa. 

No. 20-98 . *1595 

DEAL THE FIRST DEADLY BLOW. KFI! or get kllledl 
This encyclopedia Is ■ total training course In un. 
armed, hand-to-hand combat Contains ■ complete 
study In how to kill an armed opponent even If you 
are not armed. Over 200 terse Illustrations and In¬ 
dex for immediate reference. Hard cover, 300 paces. 

No. 2093. *1299 

THE COMPLETE BOOK OF KNIFE FIGHTING by Wli- 
llem L. Cassidy. Covering event fecet of knife fight¬ 
ing* this unique book by one of ths world's foremast 
edged weapons experts It "The ONLY Book In print 
written on this deadly subject In tha last twenty 
years"- Hard cover, SO photos, 130 pages. 

No. 29 -91 . *1099 

COLD STEEL by John Styers, text by Karl Schuon. 
The Merlne bible of unarmed combat, emphasizing 
the practical aspect of bayonet, knife and stick 
fighting. Another "Must” for a defense collector's 
library. Hard cover, 212 pages. 

No. 29-95 . *995 

THE FIREARMS DICTIONARY by Robert A. Stlandlar. 
Over 1800 English and foreign terms relating to fire¬ 
arms, ammunition, accessories and gun repair tech, 
nlques ere organized and presented In this diction¬ 
ary. 200 drawings and cherts, 288 pages, soft cover. 
No. 2096 *695 

GET TOUGH by Captain W. E Fairbelm. Fairbelm. 
tha inventor of the famous Fairbelm Commando 
Knife, organized and ted the feared Shanghai Riot 
Squad which suppressed the most ruthless essss- 
tins on earth- A collectors item, end ft could save 
your Ufa, a* all types of unarmed combat are cov. 
■red. 120 pages, 140 illvstrotlone, herd bound. 

No. 20-97 . *999 

SILENCERS! Report 1*9* Physical and functional 
descriptions end acoustical evaluation of domestic 
end foreign silencer* as well as eross-aectkmsl draw¬ 
ings and external view photographs are Included. 
This report presents the theory of silencing tech- 
nlques and principles. Another Must for your gun 
library. 214 pages. 100 Illustrations, paper back. 

No. 20-92 .... .7.. . *995 

THE PLUMBUM KITCHEN—The Secret Story or 
American Spy Weapons, The "Bushmatter", "Mole”, 
■‘Paul Revere". “Wandering Boy", etc, heard of 
these? These devices, as well as others, are de¬ 
scribed in detail. The Netlonal Defense Research 
Council's Division 19'* history, the agency which 
masterminded the spy weapons developed for the 
O.S.S, O.N.l. end other clandestine organizations Is 
detailed In this book. Soft cover, 280 pagas. 

FREE CATALOG W/ORDER N °- 2M0 

j liii n i que" "import s" iro c"" " D " e "" 68"" 

! 610 Franklin St Alexandria, Va. 22314 ! 


Steel Helmets 


GERMAN W.W.II “STALHELM" (STEEL HELMET). 
THIS UNIQUE FIND OF ORIGINAL W.W.II GERMAN 
ISSUE HELMETS PROVIDES A VERY SPECIAL OP¬ 
PORTUNITY FOR COLLECTORS AND A POTENTIAL 
FUTURE VALUE INCREASE FOR INVESTORS. THESE 
ARC ORIGINAL HELMETS. NOT FOREIGN REPRO¬ 
DUCTIONS OR POSTWAR GRENZSCHUTZ OR SPAN¬ 
ISH REISSUES. THESE ARE AUTHENTIC WORLD 
WAn TWO PRODUCTION HELMETS USED BY 
FAMOUS WEHRMACHT, PANZER. SS. AND WAFFEN 
SS UNITS. THEY COME COMPLETE WITH FULL 
LINER AND CHIN STRAP. ORDER NOW. 

No. 74)1 ARMY (Field Gray/Groen) . *2495 

No. 7412 LUFTWAFFE (Blue/Grmy).*2495 

No. 74)3 WAFFEN SS (Reid Gray/Green) . , *2495 
No. 7-04 ALLQEHE1NE SS (Black) . *2495 

No. 74M AFRIKA KORP3 (Desert Tan) *2495 

No. 7-06 LUFT8CHUT2 (BluayGray).*2495 

SELECT GRADE (Your size choice) each ADO SHLOO 

ANY 2 MODELS (M-35 and U-42).*4495 

WEHRMACHTTYPE CAMOUFLAGE HELMET COVER. 
A sturdy cloth cover with loop* for branches, ate, 
complete with draw string*. Newly made from orig¬ 
inal Wahrmacht camouflage malarial. Our choice of 
pattern. Used but good condition. 

fio. 7417 .*3995 

WEST GERMAN BORDER PATROL (Grenzschutz). A 
postwar copy of the old Wehrmacht steel combat 
he’met Complete with adjustable liner and chin 
strap. Used but good condition- 

No. 74* . *1995 

PLASTIC TRAINING HELMET. A copy of the German 
World War II steel combat halmet- Made of sturdy, 
hard plastic. Complete with full liner, chin strap, end 
Army decals 

No. 7-09 *1495 

WAFFEN SS CAMOUFLAGE HELMET COVER. Newly 
made from original material, with draw strings. Used 
but good condition. 

No. 7-29 . *4995 

GERMAN PARATROOPER JUMP HELMET. Steel rep¬ 
lica of the W.W.II "Fellachlrmjager” paratrooper hai¬ 
rnet es worn during the battles of Crete and Monta 
Casino. Compltta with decals, leather liner and chin 
strips. Our choice of size. 

NO. 7-46 . . - - *4995 

HELMET DECALS. Water soluble, transfer type as 
follow*: (A) Army. (B) Luftwaffe. (C) LuKschutz. (D) 
SS. WaHen SS. and (E) Maltese Cross. 

No. 7-12 (Indicate style desired).per sat *LOO 

0.1. COMBAT HELMET. Work! Wer II to current-day 
type U S. combat steel helmet Complete with ad 
Juttebta liner end Chin Strap. Used but good con- 

No. 7-13 . *1295 

BRITISH "COMMANDO" W.WJI TYPE HELMET. Flat 
style helmet es used by the ’Tommies" and "Desert 
Rats” of W.W.II fame. Complete with llnar and chin 
■trap. Ho size guarantee. Used but good condition. 

No. 7-14 *1295 

BRITISH PARATROOPER HELMET. Famous style 
paratrooper helmet used by "Red Devils" of W.W.II 
fame. Complete with liner end adjustable chin strap. 
No size guarantee. Used but good condition. 

No. 7-15.*1495 

FRENCH WORLD WAR II TYPE STEEL HELMET. Com¬ 
plete with re-built liner. Repainted. Ho size guar¬ 
antee. Used but good condition. 

No. 7-16 ..*1495 

No. 7-16A (Poor condition, no linen).*495 

ITALIAN WORLD WAR II TYPE STEEL HELMET. Re¬ 


medals, field gear, paratrooper end aviator equip¬ 
ment. Including the ceremonial devices end garb of 
the "Divine Wind" Kemakazl pilots, who were con¬ 
sidered "dead" once their mission had been as¬ 
signed. Although captioned In Japanese, an English 
appendix I* furnished, A MUST lor both the novice 
and the serious collect or of Japanese miiflarla. 

No. 12-22.*1790 

WENN ALLE BRUDER SCHWEIGEN. ("When All 
Bruthero Keep Silent.") This Is ■ massive (9" x 12". 
547 pages, 1046 photos) pictorial history of the 
Weffen SS in action on ell fronts during W.W.II. Pub¬ 
lished In West Germany by the Weffen SS Veterans’ 
Organization, this volume Is by far tha most com- 
pleta. accurate, elaborate, extensive, end beautifully 
printed SS book ■ military buff can own. Most of the 
photos coma from the personal collections of tha 
SS veteran* themaaIves end have never been pub¬ 
lished before. Includes numerous maps, diagrams, 
color uniform plate*, and photos. Hard cover, deluxe 
linen binding. NEW. exclusive, deluxe English lan¬ 
guage version. 

NO. 20-177 ............ *4495 

ACES OF THE EIGHTH by Gena Stafford end BUI 
Hess. Top Guns” of the Eighth Air Force era pre¬ 
sented in thl* soft cover book containing many rare 
and new photos es well as »lx page* of color. 

No. 20-100 . *595 

PANZER COLORS by Bruce Culver and Bill Murphy, 
A study of German tank Camouflage and Marking*. 
96 total pages with 16 pages of color and 177 photos, 
many of which have never been »een before. A Mutt 
for armor modeler enthusiast*, war-games and buffs 
Ho. 20-101 ...... , .... .. .. . *695 


leather belt loop to 'make dagger hanger. RZM 
marked. 

No. 2041 (DrigtnaO *395 

METAL HANGER SNAP. Original fitting for us* with 
leather belt loop to maka dagger hanger. No RZM 
markings. 

No. 2042 (Original) .*295 

LUFTWAFFE OFFICER'S DRESS DAGGER. Model 
1937 officer'* dagger ai worn by officers of the fa¬ 
mous German Luftwaffe (Air Force). This decorative 
dagger ha* a 10-inch blade and comet complete with 
ornately embossed mate) scabbard. 

No. 5-17 ("Parts" Dagger) - *9995 


Medals* Badges 


No. 104)1 POUR L£ MERITE (Tha Blue Max). Famous 
award for exceptional bravery given to top WWI com¬ 
manders and heroes such as the famed German air 
ace Von Richthofen (The Red Baron). Finely finished 
replica In baked blue enamel and gold, complete 

with full neck ribbon. *2195 

No. 104)2 Iron Cross 1914, 1st Class. *1095 

No. 10413(A) Iron Cross 1914, 2nd Class t 9.95 
No. 104)5(A) Knights’ Cross to tha Iron 

Cross 1939 . *1495 

No. 104)5(8} Knights' Cross to the Iron 

Cross 1939 with Oak leaves . *1795 

He. 104)5(0 Knights* Cross to the iron Cross 

1939 with Oak Lsavas & Swords. *2195 

No. 1005 (Sat ot *11 3 Knights' Crosses) *4995 

No. 104)5(0 Iron Cross 1939. 1st Class *1095 

Ho. 104XW Iron Cross 1939, 2nd Class * 995 

8 No. 104»(K) Panzer Assault Badge * 995 

No. 10-05(L) General Assault Badge * 995 

§ No. 10-OS(J) Infantry Assault Badge * 995 

No. l(h05tH) Anti-Partisan Badge.* 995 

EJ No. 10417(A) Luftwaffe Pilots Badge. *1195 

B No. 10-07CH) Luftwaffe Paratrooper's 

Badge . * 995 

D No. 10-10(0) ORIGINAL Luftwaffe CLOTH 

Paratroopers Badge . * 995 

B No. 10-51 World War ! German Naval 

Zeppelin Pilot* Badge.. . . . *1095 

CD No. 10404(C) World War I German Arm/ 

Pilot-* Badge .*1095 

K No. 10477(H) Naval U-Boat War Badga ... * 995 
Ho. X0-10(1) ORIGINAL WWII Luttwaffe 

Ground Combat Badga, used ..*2499 

D No. 10-10(0) ORIGINAL WWII German 

Police Cep Badge end Rounded Set • 995 

■ No. 10419(A) Army EM/NCO CLOTH 

Breatt Eagle .* 299 

B No. 104WE) Weffen SS EM/NCO 

Sleeve Eagle .* 395 

fl No. 1007(1) Luftwaffe Oay Fighter 

flying Ctasp .* 995 

E No. lCMJBOO Luftwaffe Officer* METAL 

Breatt Eagle .* 995 

D No. 104)6(0) SS METAL Cap Eagle $ 4.95 

3 No. 104)8(1) NSDAP METAL Cap Esgle # 995 

10 No. 104)6(0 Rueslan Front Madal . . * 995 

H No. 1006(B) War Sorvica Crosa 2nd 

Class with Swords . * 995 

P Mo. 10-52 ORIGINAL German 1914-1B Hon¬ 
or Crosses, assorted types evellable with 
and without swords. OUR CHOICE OF 

TYPE SENT . . *1295 

No. 10-53 Set of 2 different.. *2195 

B N*. 10-UHB) ORIGINAL German Army 

Light Inlsntrv "Jeeser" Sleeve Patch . . . t 395 


“GERMANY AWAKE" (Deutschland ErwacM) COM¬ 
MEMORATIVE POCKET KNIFE. An exact raplic* of 
the famous propaganda knife of the 3rd Reich. 
Finely detailed handle* show tha "Deutschland Er- 
wscht" motto and tha Fuhrar In sarty uniform. Mad* 
from original WWII Solingen (The City of Blades) 
tools and dies. Antique silver finish. A real col lac 
tor's find and a rare addition to any Gorman collec¬ 
tion. 

No. 5477 (Replica) *1795 

HITLER YOUTH KNIFE (HJ Fatirtensnsssar). The fa¬ 
mous 3rd Reich German Youth knife worn in early 
training prior to military service. Constructed of 
forged Solingen steel with a 5Vi-inch liturteodge 
blade etched with the motto: “Dlut Und Ehro n (Blood 
and Honor). Blades are RZM marked end dated 1937. 
Checkered biack grip with enamel HJ swastika in- 
serf- Complete with black metal scabbard and belt 
loop. Manufactured in Solingen from original WWII 
dies, this fins replica is practically Indistinguishable 
from the original 

Nov 54)9 (Replica) . *1295 

S3- LEADER’S DAGGER. Tha honor dagger for high- 
ranking S.S. officer*- A quality reproduction of this 
special daggar with crossguardi richly decorated 
with oak leaves in detailed relief- Fin* grain black 
leather covered scabbard has matching oak leaf de¬ 
sign fittings. Blade etched with the standard "Meirve 
Ehr* Haisst Treue" motto on one Sid* and Himmler 
motto on the other. 

No. 194K (Replica) .*6995 

DAGGER PRESENTATION CASE. Deluxe. Imitation 
leather covered, red satin lined presentation case for 
S3, or SJL dagger*- Display your favorite dagger 
in this luxurious setting. 

No. 19-07 (Replica) *29.95 

No. 19457A (Imprinted w/SS Runes on cover) *3495 

SA DAGGER. Drown handle with SA symbol and 

eagle. Blade etched wHh "Allas fur Deutschland." 
Brown metal scabbard has nickel fittings. 

No. 20-664 (Replica) *6*95 

SS DAGGER. Black handle with SS Runes and Eagle. 
Blade etched with "Maine Ehre Haisst Treue.” Black 
metal scabbard has nickel titling*. 

No. 20-663 (Replica) *095 


(Add tU5 for Postage fir Handing - Minimum Order #5 .00 ■ Catalog FREE wnh Order) 

i □ Check □ Money Order Enclosed $.. £ 

\ Charge to my: □ American Express □ Diners Club js 

C □ BankAmericard □ Carta Blanche □ Master Charge 5 


(List ai numbers on your credit Card - M rum urn Charge: $ 10.00) 


NAME 


No. 7-17 ...*1495 

No. 7-17A (Poor condition, no liner*) .*.495 

GERMAN LUFTSCHUTZ (AIR DEFENSE) HELMET. 
ORIGINAL W.W.II steel helmet having ear cut-out* 
and ralsad bead around basa of crown. Blue color 
with large winged Luftechutz symbol on front. Com- 
plete with liner end chin strap. No aixe guarantae. 
Soma have been repainted end new decal added. 
Uead but good condition. Very limited quantity. Raral 
No. 7-11 .. ... .....- *4995 


Light Infantry "Jaeger" Sleeve Patch . . . * 395 
■ No. lO-lOfA) ORIGINAL German Mountain 
Troops CLOTH Sleeve and METAL Cap 

Edelweiss Set . * 695 

IS No. 10-10(P) ORIGINAL WWII German 
Wound Badge in black, (without Issue en¬ 
velop*) . . *1495 

m No. 10-lIfA) Japanese Army Pilots Badge * 995 
g No. 104)9(6} Army Officer* CLOTH 


CITY/STATE/ZIP 


YOUR SIGNATURE 


PLEASE SEND NEW 32 PG. COLOR CATALOG OF OVER 500 ITEMS - ENCLOSE IIDO 
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PACK FACTS 

By Robert Himber 


A good pack on your back can make the 
difference between arriving warmed-up 
and prepared for action or arriving fa¬ 
tigued and distracted. Whether your mis¬ 
sion is business or pleasure, a well- 
engineered pack is a must. Those of us 
who have suffered with an inappropriate 
pack can tell you of the needless strain it 
causes. 

For those of you who are not familiar 
with pack design, pack construction is 
fundamentally of three types: external 
frame, internal frame, and frameless. 
The external frame pack is fine for back¬ 
packing on low-angle terrain, but is likely 
to get you in trouble in hostile circum¬ 
stances. An external frame is noisy, 
which may not be a problem if you are out 
camping with your wife, but it could be 
very undesirable if you are not among 
friends. Secondly, an external frame is 
generally made of aluminum or magnesi¬ 
um alloy, either of which may glare at an 
inconvenient time. Thirdly, an external 
frame pack never feels like it is part of 
you, but rather like you're wearing some-, 
one else’s boots. I'm not condemning ex¬ 
ternal frames out-of-hand, as I have 
owned quite a few of them and they have 
served me well. One particularly sturdy 
model I had was accidentally run over by 
a Land Rover in East Africa and remained 
serviceable for almost a year afterward. 

Equipment used on an operation has to 
be versatile and tough enough to be use¬ 
ful, and it is here that the internal or 
frameless pack excels. There is no rattle 
or shine, and the pack feels' like an old 
friend. Granted there is a transition 
period if you are used to an external 
frame, since internal frame packs have 
smaller, more flexible frames than ex¬ 
ternal frame packs, which are an inte¬ 
grated part of the pack design. The frame 
usually consists of flexible stays that can 
be bent to conform to the wearer's back. 
The frameless pack, sometimes called a 
rucksack, has the longest history of any 
load carrier. The packsack is supported 
by a harness similar to an external frame 
qr internal frame pack, but there is no 
frame of any kind. 

Weight distribution is a primary con¬ 
cern of pack design. Too much load on 


your shouldencan slow you down through 
lost energy. So, whatever pack you 
choose must have an adequate hip belt or 
waistband, and a quick-release buckle, 
which is mandatory for unexpected situa¬ 
tions such as surprise parties by un¬ 
friendly folk. 

Size is an obvious consideration, but 
should not be the first. I'd much rather 
have a well-designed, well-constructed 
pack of the wrong size than a poorly ex¬ 
ecuted pack of the perfect size. For most 
purposes, there are three pack sizes 
worth consideration: day, mountaineer¬ 
ing, and expedition. Only the purchaser 
can determine which size is best for a par¬ 
ticular operation. But keep in mind that it 
is better to have a larger pack with room 
to spare, than to have a smaller pack with 
items lashed on. The advantage of the 
former is streamlining. In thick brush, a 
smooth pack of any size will surpass a 
small pack with strapped-on extras. A 
well-designed pack can be adjusted* 

Companmentafization is a question 
about which our great-grandchildren will 
be arguing. The answer is one of personal 
choice. Just as there is no ideal knife, 
there is also no ideal pack configuration. 
One school of thought is that compart¬ 
ments help organize items and thus save 
lost motion in poor light conditions. Since 
a flashlight is usually out of the question 
on a business trip, compartments may, 
indeed be useful. The other school of 
thought is that one large sack is the most 
versatile and thus, best. Individual stuff- 
sacks can be used to segregate equip¬ 
ment, giving you organization plus the 
advantage of one cavernous pouch. Just 
as I have switched from an external to in¬ 
ternal frame, I have also converted to the 
compartmentless sack. Again, although 
this works for me, it may not for you. 

Some finer points of pack construction 
include: 

Chest strap (holding padded shoulder 
straps together) with quick-release buck¬ 
le, which mak|s a pack less likely to con¬ 
tinue moving when you stop. Try bending 
over with a heavy pack to see what I 
mean. 

Side straps or lashing on better packs 
can allo w a pack to conform to a load that 


is less than maximum. Laying the pack 
horizontally while loading, allows the side 
straps or lashing to be cinched tight, thus 
making the load less likely to shift or 
settle when the pack is donned. 

Leather is esthetic and wonderful for 
boots, but has no business on a pack. It is 
both heavier and weaker than nylon, and 
has the distinct^disadvantage^of absorb¬ 
ing water which adds to weight; The rea¬ 
son that some mountaineering packs still 
have leather bottoms, is that leather is 
more abrasion-resistant than canvas. 
(Canvas is what most packs were made 
of.) Vietnam taught us that leather must 
be maintained or it will rot quickly. 

A double bottom on a pack is useful 
and does not add significantly to the 
weight. The bottom of any pack usually 
gets the most abrasion; therefore it 
makes sense to reinforce it. 

Waterproof nylon is standard material 
used in packs that will undergo extreme 
conditions. Some diehards like the 
breathability of water-resistant fabrics, 
but these people are a minority. 

Zipper closures on packs are usually a 
signal that the entire pack is poorly 
thought out. The fragility of zippers 
makes them unsuitable as pick closing 
devices. The old drawstring is still hard to 
beat. It ain't sophisticated, but is bomb¬ 
proof. 

Above all, look for simplicity in pack 
design. Like anything else, a cluttered 
design with many features of dubious 
merit is more prone to malfunction than a 
clean, simple one. 
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TEST AND EVALUATION 

LOWE ALPINE AND 
EXPEDITION PACKS 

BY ROBERT HIMBER 


Both of the above packs, manufactured 
by Lowe Alpine Systems (LAS), Boulder, 
Colorado, are excellent. They gave me 
the impression that someone at LAS read 
my thoughts on pack design and built a 
pack around them. Not that either pack is 
perfect. They're not. No pack is perfect 
for all contingencies, but they come close. 

As the photos indicate, both packs are 
clean and simple. The sack is undivided 
for maximum versatility. There is a very 
shallow pocket running the width and 
breadth of the Alpine pack, located next 
to the wearer’s back and meant to accept 
a piece of dense foam rubber providing a 
cushion against sharp objects. Shortly 
after receiving the Alpine pack, I took 
LAS’s suggestion, and cut up an ancient 
foam pad and inserted it as recom¬ 
mended. While adding inconsequentially 
to the overall weight, the pad made the 
pack considerably more comfortable 
when carrying pointed objects. 

At first this feature seemed superflu¬ 
ous, until I remembered my recent at¬ 
tempt on a rock face in nearby Rocky 
Mountain National Park, when because of 
hasty packing, some of my climbing hard¬ 
ware kept jabbing my shoulder blades. 
The LAS literature accompanying the Al¬ 
pine pack states that if a piece of closed¬ 
cell foam is inserted in the pocket, it can 


later be used as a cushion on frozen 
ground, a knee pad when canoeing, or a 
stove pad when snow camping. LAS has 
fully explored the design envelope of its 
equipment. 

Both packs had nicely padded shoulder 
straps adjusted for size by ladder buckles 
on one inch flat nylon webbing. A piece of 
rubber or other non-slip material can be 
sewn to one of the straps to absorb recoil 
when firing a high powered rifle. A sur¬ 
vival kit can be attached to one shoulder 
strap via a quick-release buckle so that it 
can be detached and retained in a dump- 
and-run situation. A chest strap connect¬ 
ing the shoulder straps is the key to both 
packs’ suspension system. There exists a 
springtooth buckle that can be adjusted 
even with mittens on. The chest strap can 
be adjusted vertically to suit almost any 
preference and can be removed altogeth¬ 
er on the Alpine model. 

Both packs feature drawstring closures 
covered by flaps that have zipper pockets. 
Because the expedition model is larger 
than the Alpine, the zipper pocket is 
proportionately larger. However, both 
models have enough room in their zipper 
pockets for hastily needed items such as: 
hats, rain jackets, trail snacks, water 
bottles, or that extra length of piano wire. 
The coil zipper is made by the venerable 


YKK firm that makes zippers for most 
sleeping bags, parkas, and tents. I 
wouldn’t want to tow a car with one, but 
as zippers go, their’s is one of the best. 

Both pack models have accessory 
straps and ladder buckles located on the 
flap for lashing quickly needed items 
such as crampons or rain gear. While I 
appreciated the forethought by the manu¬ 
facturer, I cut these straps off and care¬ 
fully restitched the area with heavy nylon 
thread. It’s been my experience that 
these straps did not add greatly to either 
pack’s versatility. Quickly needed gear 
can be lashed to the small loops that are 
provided on the flap straps for this 
purpose. 

Waist strap material for the Alpine is 
rugged two inch nylon webbing. Al¬ 
though unpadded, it is comfortable. It is 
attached to the full width of the pack by a 
large box stitch. The waist strap on the 
Expedition model is of the same construc¬ 
tion, but it is padded with a three inch 
wide piece of dense foam rubber covered 
by nylon. Vertical bar tacking in three 
places secures the waist strap to the pack. 
The Expedition also has a padded area 
where the pack is likely to strike the bot¬ 
tom vertebrae of the spine. Both models’ 
waist straps feature toothed buckles that 
are off-center to preclude the possibility 
that they’ll gouge your stomach when you 
bend over. 

Again, it is this attention to detail that 
endeared these packs to me. The buckles 
themselves will not be acceptable to those 
desiring a quick release system. The 
toothed buckle is simple and rugged, but 
it is not easy to use. True, the tail of the 
waist strap can be tucked back into the 
buckle to save time when removing the 
pack, but the system is still not smooth. A 
quick-release buckle similar to that used 
on the Kelty would be preferred. Adjust¬ 
ment straps and ladder buckles on each 
side of the waist strap allow the wearer to 
cinch the pack tightly to the back for in¬ 
creased stability. 

Two straps on each side of the Alpine, 
and three straps on each side of the Ex¬ 
pedition, adjust the packsack for varying 
load sizes. Even with a minimal load, the 
weight is held close to the back for best 
balance. There is no ballooning of the 
sack or settling of the load. 

An ice axe loop on both models is lo¬ 
cated to keep the head of an axe off the 



SOF Staffmembers test LAS packs in the field. Rifle on left is folding stock FAL; 
rifle on right is Armalite 180. 
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ground when the pack is set down. A 
strap is provided under the flap to receive 
the ice axe handle, but this too I re¬ 
moved. A side strap served the same 
purpose. 

Other observations: 

• All buckles are chrome plated which 
is bad for flash, but good for corrosion re¬ 
sistance. A matte finish could be applied 
quickly and easily with any good epoxy 
paint. 

• The ends of the shoulder straps are 
doubled-over and sewn to prevent them 
from slipping through the buckles during 
adjustment under load. In a precarious 
position this is no small matter. 

• The grommets for the drawstring are 
brass. 

• A loop between the shoulder straps 
is provided for hanging the pack or haul¬ 
ing it when climbing technically. 

• The drawstring has a plastic cord 
lock thus making knots unnecessary. 

The sack is made of IIV 2 oz. Super K- 
Kote Cordura which is waterproof and al¬ 
most bulletproof. The waterproofing is on 
the inside, so abrasion does not affect it. 
Cordura is a rip-stop fabric; that is if it 
should be tom or cut, it will not continue 
to tear even under stress. 

The spindrift collar on the Expedition is 
also a valuable feature. It functions as its 
name implies: it keeps weather out of the 
top of an overstuffed pack. A bivouac 
sack can be special-ordered instead of 
spindrift collar; it is almost five feet long 
and will keep its owner dry in an emerg¬ 
ency. 

Both models accept accessory pockets 
for $7,50 apiece. TTiey hold about 260 
cubic inches (a pair of binoculars, a rain 
jacket, and a small first aid kit), and can 
be worn separately as a hip pack. The 
YKK zipper on the accessory pocket has 
two sliders permitting access from either 
end. A storm flap covers the zipper to 
keep weather out. If the accessory 
pockets are made like the Alpine pack, 
they could be a valuable addition. I don’t 
like anything that makes a pack wider 
than the person wearing it. In thick 
brush, a pack wider than its wearer is 
likely to impede the wearer’s progress, 
especially if he is retreating hastily. If 
size isn’t a problem, then consider the 
pockets useful. 

One thing I would like to see the Lowe 
Brothers offer is a camouflage pack. 
Granted, their new all-black Expedition is 
excellent for night operations, but a 
camo option would be very welcome. For 
more information on LAS packs, 
write: 

Phoenix Associates 

Box 693 

Boulder, CO. 80306 

Editor's Note: On his recent trip to 
South Africa, SOF Publisher Robert K. 
Brown took three LAS Expedition 
Packs with him . He found them superi¬ 
or to conventional luggage in every 
way . The shoulder straps were re¬ 



Chest strap on LAS Expedition model is easily adjusted with mittens on. 

moved from the packs so that conveyor 


belts would not grind them to pieces. 
The packs proved strong , light and 
dependable . 

Expedition Pack Specs: 

Capacity: 4500 c.i. 
Dimensions: 

L.= 68 cm. (27 in.) 

W.= 40 cm. (16 in.) 

D.= 20 cm. (18 in.) 

Weight: 1.98 kg. (4 lb., 6 oz.) 
Price: $78.00 

Colors: Red, Blue, Navy, 

Green Black 

Alpine Pack Specs: 

Capacity: 2600 c.i. 
Dimensions: 

L.= 56 cm. (22 in.) 

W.= 33 cm (13 in.) 

D.= 15 cm. (5 3 A in.) 

Weight: 1.2 kg. (2 lb., 11 oz.) 
Price: $48.00 
Options: Side Pockets 
Colors: Red, Blue, Navy, 

Green, Black 




Author wears new black LAS 
Expedition Pack. 
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assembles like original . . Cannot be fired . . . Money- 
back guarantee . . . Hand assembled . . . Realistic 


11 


“NON-FIRING 


REPLICA MODELSj^^ 


and own 


a collection of the world’s 
fj rearms f or as ijttie as one- 
ivmrr the amount wealthy collectors pay for their rare and 
expensive firearms. 

COMPLETELY SAFE—GUARANTEED NON-FIRING, end yet 

our models possess all the quality and realism you'd find in 
the costly originals. Our FULL-SIZE MACHINED METAL 
models accurately recreate original functioning with over 
30 functioning metal parts. How about this for REALISM— 
you can spin the cylinders, inspect the chambers, and the 
action can be cocked by pulling the hammer, slide, or bolt 
on any of the over 50 models you choose. Start your col¬ 
lection NOW, they're all DELIVERED FULLY ASSEMBLED. 
Send your order NOW while our stocks are full. If you want 
SAFETY, QUALITY, and REALISM you want NON-FIRING 
Replica Models! 

ALL MODELS SAME SIZE AND WEIGHT AS THE ORIGINALS 
AND DELIVERED FULLY ASSEMBLED. 

Marla nf m/or 30 narfc Hanrl hhipH finish Di$- 


FRONTIER CLASSICS^ 


SIX-SHOOTER.YSSBHIL 

Special single action fast- 
draw model. Exact replica 

of famous firearm that "won the L Jj li 
west.” Can be fanned & cyl. spun Ip 

like original. Over 32 parts. 

Length 11", Weight 2*/ 2 lbs. 

MODEL #100, w/43/ 4 " barrel. $29.95 & 

MODEL #101, w/ 51 / 2 " barrel. . $32.95 

MODEL #102, w/7V 2 ” barrel.$34.95 

MODEL #103, Buntline w/12” barrel. $39.95 
WESTERN FAST DRAW 
Fully lined holsters. Specify cal. 

.38, .357 or .45 cartridge loops. 

For single-action revolvers only. 
Right-hand only. All have ham¬ 
mer safety tong. 

MODEL #511 For 4 3 / 4 or 5W‘ 
barrel. Black or brown. . $27.95 


X. 1 KENTUCKY FLINTLOCK PISTOL 

Like the original used in the American 
Revolutionary War. Lock functions and 
model has deluxe wood stock and blued 
barrel. Hand assembled over 20 parts. 
Length IS 1 /*", Weight 2.2 Lbs. 

MODEL #840 . $39.95 

MODEL #840B w/brass barrel. $44.95 


CIVIL WAR 
NAVY REVOLVER 

This famous cap & ball f 

revolver was the most v._J/ 

widely used sidearm of both Union 

& Confederate forces in the Civil 

War. Length 13V 2 ”. Weight 2 1 / 2 lbs. / 

Hand assembled over 32 parts. '- 

MODEL #400 . ONLY$34.95 

MODEL #401 w/engraved cylinder .... $36.95 




Favorite of 


all German 


AUTHENTIC 


Other models: 


.357 Snub Revolver 

#106 . 

$35.95 

Mauser HSC Auto 
#303 . 

$34.95 

1934 Beretta Auto 
#302 . 

$32.95 

Browning Hi-Power 
#209 ....... 

$39.95 

British Enfield .38 Revolver 
#211 .. 

$39.95 

Original German Helmet 
#920. 

$24.95 


Sixty of the world's most 
famous firearms come 
fMjk alive in our new, 24- 
page full-color catalog 
% Vl in the form of ou r 
precise, non-firing 
re P^ cas - Muskets 
holsters, flags, 
\ display cases, 
handcuffs, etc., 
: are all depicted 

in our beautiful 
catalog. SEND FOR 
YOUR NEW CATALOG NOW! 


■ EB OKHEB E H B BH BB1KH B B B a ■ BB H B H HUE HCBH B HHH0 

5 © REPLICA MODELS, INC. Dept392 0 . „ x , J _ 

610 Franklin St, Alexandria, Va. 22314 □ Send Catalog — $1.00 Enclosed 

B P/easo send fo/Zovving: □... 

■ □ Dummy Cartridges, Box of 12 only $6.95 □... 

□ ... - ... □ . 

(Add $1.50 for each model ordered for Postage & Handling) 

□ Check □ Money Order Enclosed $._ 

Charge to my: □ American Express □ Diners Club 

□ BankAmericard □ Carte Blanche □ Master Charge 


B CITY/STATE/ZIP 


YOUR SIGNATURE. I 

□ SEND NEW COLOR CATALOG OF OVER 50 MODELS—$1.00 ENCLOSED * 

IBIIIBIIIIIIIBIBIIIIIIBIIinBBBBIfllllfllllKIlIBHIII 


Wood stock for \ 

P-08. Fits all Replica Model 1 
P-08 Parabellum models. 

MODEL #203XX . . $19.95 

Wood holster/shoulder stk. 
for Model #206. 

MODEL #206XX . $49.95 


32-round snail \ 
drum magazine. \ 
MODEL #203 $29.95\ 


(Be sure to f/st a ft numbers on your credit cards) 


MILITARY F AVORITE S 


PARABELLUM P-08 

(8” Barrel Model) 

Famed artillery model 
with adjustable rearsight 
Toggle action works like 
original. Over 40 parts. 
Lgth.—13”, Wt.—2 lbs. 
MODEL #202 $39.95 


DIRTY HARRY 
STYLE REVOLVER 
A 
as 


1896 MILITARY mfjf 
MAUSER—First 1 

successful auto. dev. 
Action like the original, 
iver 40 precision parts. 
MODEL #206 . 













































































































N.Y.P.D. UNDERCOVER 

WORKING WITH MILITARY PRECISION, 
THEY BUST ‘EM BEFORE IT HAPPENS! 


A Senior Parachutist , the author at¬ 
tended the Basic AIRBORNE Course in 
1950 at Ft. Penning, Georgia. He 
fought with Comapny A of the 187th 
Abn RCT in Korea and won a Bronze 
Star w/V device and a Purple Heart. 
He attended Ranger School and Officer 
Candidate School in 1955 and left the 
active Army in 1962 with the rank of 
Captain. Bill Liell has written numer- 
our articles of a military nature , and 
has been published worldwide. He is 
presently editor of On The Beat, house 
organ for the Housing Patrolmen's 
Benevolent Association. Police Officer 
Liell is a gradute of St. Francis College. 

The New York City Housing Authority 
Police Department is one of eight uni¬ 
formed municipal, state and federal law 
enforcement agencies that perform 
routine duties within the five boroughs 
(counties) that comprise New York City. 
This 1,900 member force is the third 
largest police department in New York 
State. It provides police services to the 
245,000 tenants in the 178 housing 
developments scattered throughout 
the metropolitan area. Police Depart¬ 
ments regularly organize specialized 
units to meet certain needs. The Lower 
East Side Crime Control Unit was organ¬ 
ized to combat what in law enforcement 
circles are called “crimes against the per¬ 
son,’* i.e., muggings, robberies, rapes, 
purse snatches, etc. This specialized unit 
functions geographically on the Lower 
East Side of Manhattan. 

the members have an esprit de corps 
that places them second to none in the 
country. Lieutenant Joe Amodeo, Ser¬ 
geant Jerry Schmotzen and Police Officer 
Robert Wilson are all former Marines. 
Vinny Ingrate is a veteran of the 101st 
Airborne and John “Stinger” Polk hit the 
silk 26 times with the 82nd Airborne 
Division. Most of the members of the 
L.E.S.C.C.U. have maintained their 
military affiliations with either the 
National Guard or the Army Reserve. A 
more gung ho unit, outside of the spec¬ 


ialized units in the active armed forces is 
impossible to find. 

At the early part of this decade, crime 
was rampant in New York City. The 
“Major Crime Report” figures main¬ 
tained by the Federal Bureau of Investi¬ 
gation showed criminal activities on the 
rise throughout the nation but especially 
in the large congested, northeast metro¬ 
politan areas. Throughout history, the 
Lower East Side of Manhattan has been a 
focal point of criminal activities. Name 
any infamous criminal in the annals of 
crime since Prohibition and he or she has 
probably functioned out of this area. 

In November 1971, Inspector Richard 
T. Beckel, Commanding Officer of the 
Patrol Bureau, conceived the idea of a 
specialized unit to combat street crime in 
this area. Beleaguered tenants and 
community groups in the area daily called 
his office for relief from criminals who 
habitually prey on the old, destitute and 
helpless who have always occupied the 
Lower East Side. 


BY BILL LIELL 


Dick Beckel, (a veteran destroyer 
sailor) called in his top aides and planners 
and started to digest crime statistics in 
the area of operations. At that time, there 
were reported 633 robberies, 401 burg¬ 
laries and 130 grand larcenies. Remem¬ 
ber, many crimes are not reported to the 
police for various reasons, and these 
more glaring crime problems in three 
“Major Crime Report” areas were 
singled out for intensive police attention. 

Members of the unit were hand¬ 
picked by top brass in the Housing Police 
Department and personally approved 
by Inspector Beckel. Some had un¬ 
orthodox methods of operation but they 
had one mission: reduce crimes against 
the person in the Lower East Side. 
Lieutenant Amodeo had a free hand to 
organize the operation and tailor it to 
fit whatever personal concepts he had, 
but to get the job done! Sergeants Archie 
McCormick, A1 Robinson and Jerry 
Schmotzer each commanded a tour of 
duty in the patrol area and Police Of- 
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Members of LESCCU outside their HQ; an innocent looking apartment in 
Columbia Housing. 
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This sort of rooftop stake-out in the 
Lower East Side often yields bountiful 
results; is usually undetectable. 

fleer's Vito Chiramonte, Mickey Murphy, 
Tony DeMarzo, Harris Pitts and John 
Polk comprised the unit at that time. 

their area of responsibility was eight 
major housing projects already manned 
by regular uniformed Housing Police and 
guards. The Lower East Side, for ad¬ 
ministrative purposes, is a subdivision 
in the Housing Police Department, but 
the unit functioned primarily in the 7th 
Precinct and sometimes extended itself 
to housing developments located in the 
5th and 9th Precincts of the New York 
City Police Department. 

The unit was expanded to its present 
strength in June 1972. By this time, the 
small elite unit had fallen on criminals 
and waged their own pattern of blitz¬ 
krieg. By the close of that year, robberies 
had fallen to 221, burglaries had been 
reduced to 98 and grand larcenies had 
decreased to 51! A spectacular record for 
a spectacular unit. Since its inception, 
less than a dozen housing cops have ac¬ 
counted for 30 gun collars and over 60 
robbery arrests. 

The Lower East Side Crime Control 
Unit has received numerous Letters of 
Commendation and praise from individ¬ 
uals, tenant organizations, the New York 
City Police Department, civic groups, 
political organizations, and community 
leaders form the surrounding neighbor¬ 
hood. Since the latter part of 1971, these 
few men have made over 1,149 collars, 
the biggest year being 1975 when 345 
collars were made. Jesse Jackson was 
and still is, the “heaviest" collar man in 
this elite unit. 

Five men were added to the Unit but 
the area of operations was dramatically 
increased from 8 major projects to 16, 
vest pocket (small two or three building) 


developments and a few “turn-key" 
sites. Despite the tremendous increase in 
the area of responsibility, the Unit con¬ 
tinued to hammer away at the three 
“Major Crime Report" areas, keeping 
always in the front of their mind their 
mission: to reduce crimes against the 
person. In the month of January 1976 
alone, spectacular collars were made and 
perpetrators ran for cover. For example: 
Harris Pitts and Tony Nicoletti made a 
narco bust that netted not only 136 
$25. bags of heroin, but also six dealers. 
On the 28th of that same month, Nicoletti 
working with Robert Wilson, saw what 
they surmised was a “suspicious" look¬ 
ing car. They acted so fast that the driver 
never knew (and probably still doesn't 
know) what hit him. That “bust" took 4 
handguns, one rifle and one sawed-off 
shotgun off the streets of the Lower 
East Side. 

Vito Chiaramonte and Tony DeMarzo 
arrested a fellow who was loitering in a 
housing authority building. When they 
questioned him, he had no good reason 
for being there. The cops smelled some¬ 


thing fishy when they found a Transit 
Authority Locker key on the suspect. 
Vito detained the suspect, who by now 
was screaming his innocence of any 
wrongdoing. Tony grabbed a passing cab 
and sped to the Transit Authority subway 
station at nearby Union Square. He 
found the locker that the key fit, turned 
the key and lo and behold, 18 pounds of 
marijuana! We could go on, ad infinitum, 
but suffice it to say that these are only 
three of the January 1976 collars. At the 
close of 1975, robberies were down to 
102, burglaries leveled off at 102 and 
grand larcenies dropped to an all time 
low of 42. 

The Department of Justice (FBI) 
maintains crime records throughout the 
fifty states and U.S. possessions and 
trusteeships. They report a continual rise 
in the three areas of crime that we have 
delineated. Ten aggressive housing cops 
seem to produce enough excellent police 
work to offset crime report statistics in 
the Lower East Side. 

* 


Hold-up victim is interviewed at home by Detectives Tony De Marco ana Vito 
Chinamonte (in hat). Crime busting out of the office and into the streets! 


Typical park bench stake-out (near playground) by officer Jessee Jackson. 
Drug bust often result. 
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Sir Robert Thompson, born in 1916, 
became one of the Western World's 
leading experts on guerrilla warfare, 
communist insurgency and counter¬ 
insurgency. Sir Robert graduated with 
honors from Cambridge University in 
1937, joined the Malayan Civil Service 
in 1938, and then, in 1939, was called 
up for service in the Far East, as an 
R.A.F. Reservist. He escaped from 
Hong Kong to China in 1942 and 
subsequently served on both the 1943 
and 1944 Wingate operations in 
Burma, which won him the Military 
Cross and the Distinguished Service 
Order. After World War H, Sir Robert 
returned to Malaya, where he 
remained as one of the architects of the 
Malayan victory over the communists, 
until after their independence in 1957. 
He held the post of Secretary for 
Defense until 1961, when he became 
head of the British Advisory Mission 
in Vietnam, where he advised not only 
successive Vietnamese governments 
and President Kennedy, but also later 


acted as a consultant on the Vietnam 
war to then-President Nixon. 

Sir Robert is the author of several 
books. His latest book, Peace is Not at 
Hand, (1975), follows the Vietnam war 
from 1969 until 1974 after the cease¬ 
fire, dealing with controversial issues 
in the press, while warning of strategic 
surrender by the U.S. (available from 
David McKay Publishers, (Inc.). 

Sir Robert is also one of the directors 
of The Institute for the Study of Con¬ 
flict, which produces Conflict Studies 
that cover current regional, national 
and international struggles, terrorism, 
etc. Normally, ten such Conflict 
Studies are produced annually at a 
subscription rate of about $20. In 
addition, there are special studies and 
annuals of power and conflict, such as 
the “Soviet Analyst, ” a monthly report 
that gives up-to-date information on 
events inside Russia. (Concurrently, 
the biggest subscriber to the “Soviet 
Analyst M is the Chinese Embassy in 
London.) 


Fortunately for SOF, Sir Robert 
visited Boulder, Colorado in June for 
three weeks where he presented a 
series of lectures to the Institute for the 
Study of Comparative Politics and 
Ideology. The Institute, presided over 
by University of Colorado professor 
Edward Rozek, draws a prestigous 
group of national and international 
experts who lecture on politics, foreign 
policy and international relations. 

SOF was also fortunate in contacting 
an Institute student, Thomas 
McGregor, who agreed to interview 
Sir Robert. 

McGregor, a Special Forces sergeant 
served in Vietnam from July 1967 to 
August 1968 running recon teams into 
Laos. In July 1967, his six man recon 
team, consisting of two Americans and 
four Montagards ran into a NVA rein¬ 
forced rifle company. In the ensuing 
fire-fight, McGregor was hit with a rifle 
grenade which eventually resulted in 
the loss of his right leg. He subse¬ 
quently received the Silver Star 
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Burgeoning Soviet seapower is illus¬ 
trated as a new Krivak class GM de¬ 
stroyer approaches the carrier HMS 
Ark Royal in home waters, the English 
Channel. More such destroyers are 
under production currently. 

SOF: Sir Robert, what was the most im¬ 
portant point to come out of U.S. in¬ 
volvement in Southeast Asia, as it affects 
international politics today? 

SRT: 1 think that the first point to come 
out of the Vietnam War, a point that most 
of the citizenry of the world, both friend 
and foe alike, understood (if not under¬ 
stood by the American people) was that 
this was primarily a failure of American 
Wth. In 1973-74, as the ceasefire proved 
not to be a ceasefire, I noted that: “The 
American retreat before Moscow, 
like that of Napoleon, will litter the route 
with corpses.” Unfortunately, this has 
proven to be correct. In the one year since 
the end of the war, more people have died 
in that area than during the whole course 
of the 15-year war. (This includes a 
combined figure, adding both the North 
and the South Vietnamese losses during 
the war, for comparison.) 

SOF: Isn’t this a rather high estimate, 
Sir Robert? 

SRT: This is not an exaggeration, and 
there is more to come. 

SOF: What do you mean“more to come?” 
SRT: The moment they (North Viet¬ 
namese) bring their collectivization policy 
in South Vietnam, against the peasantry 
with their four or five acres, the purges 
will have to start, as during the peasant 
resistance to collectivism in the North 
in 1956. 


SOF: What effect is “failure” of Amer¬ 
ican will having on the various govern¬ 
ments in that area? 

SRT: What is happening generally in 
Southeast Asia now, is of course, a very 
drastic realignment. The first thing that 
happened, post-Vietnam, was that every¬ 
one jumped into aircrafts and flew off to 
Peking, in order to try to “mend their 
fences,” at least with the Peoples’ 
Republic of China. What we are going to 
see, at least in Southeast Asia, is a tre¬ 
mendous rivalry between the two great 
powers of Russia and China. 

SOF: Could you explain your opinion as to 
the nature and importance of the Domino 
Theory in East/West relations? 

SRT: I must stress that the Domino 
Theory is not a straight, mechanical 
matter of one domino knocking down the 
next. I think that we must look at it in 
general terms in a more appropriate 
analogy, probably as a chessboard where 
you cannot make a move on one side of 
the board without it affecting the play on 
the whole of the board. The reason that 
the Domino Theory is “discredited,” is 
that it is a very uncomfortable theory. I 
have yet to actually read anything that 
discredited it, but whenever it is put in 
the news or printed by the press, it is 
always preceded with the word dis¬ 
credited. 

SOF: How would you “test” the validity 
of this theory? 

SRT: Well, all I can add to this is that if 
you want to know the truth, go ask the 
dominos. Not one of them regards it as 
being discredited! 

SOF: What country will be the first 
domino to be affected by the withdrawal 
of the U.S. presence in Southeast Asia? 
SRT: The probable first domino in that 
area will be Thailand, after Cambodia 
and Laos. This will be a long process. 
Now, don't let us look at the “dominos” 
as confined just to this area. I remember 
saying to a friend of mine late in 1972, 
that the Jews in the United States didn’t 
understand that Israel would be the next 
domino. Well, we all know what hap¬ 
pened in 1973. But the point here is that 
Israel is a very reluctant domino. 

Now we are having other dominos, 
and don’t make any mistake that these 
are not dominos: Angola, Mozambique, 
Lebanon, and so on. If yon had been suc¬ 
cessful in Vietnam, do you imagine that 
these things would be happening as they 
are happening now? In my view, quite 
definitely not! 

SOF: What other areas should be impor¬ 
tant to the United States’ foreign policy 
makers? 

SRT: The United States’ committment to 
Korea and Taiwan must be absolute. 
In Korea, the present situation is gov¬ 
erned by the 1953 ceasefire agreement 
which is signed only by the United 
Nations Command on one side, and 
North Korea and the People’s Guard on 


the other. Any question of doing away 
with the United Nations Command 
could have a serious impact on this 
ceasefire. 

SOF: There has been, lately, increasing 
pressure to reduce or withdraw the 
American forces currently stationed in 
Korea. What would be the effect of such a 
move by the United States? 

SRT: Any withdrawing of U.S. forces 
from Korea is a strategy of invitation 
rather than a strategy of deterrence. 

SOF: Will our “failure of will” in South¬ 
east Asia effect our improved relations 
with the People’s Republic of China? 

SRT: China is interested in its own sur¬ 
vival first, and is temporarily allied with 
the United States. But the U.S. must 
retain its credibility, if this alliance is to 
be beneficial and lasting. Otherwise, 
there will be a shift back to monolithic 
communism, controlled and directed by 
Russia, not the current situation of poly¬ 
centric communism with split leadership 
between Russia and China. 

SOF: Concerning United States’ cred¬ 
ibility in the post Vietnam years, could 
you give a few examples of what you 
mean by credibility and its effects on 
international relations? 

SRT: One of the first examples of United 
States’ credibility that comes to mind, 
and one which I know well, was the Berlin 
Crisis — Berlin, right in the heart of 
Russian-held territory. Truman, against 
the advice of his political and military 
advisers, who thought that it would be 
much too risky, asked, if we have the 
right to be in Berlin, legally? Answer: 
Yes — go! 

What did Russia do? Nothing. Why? 
Because the United States was entirely 
credible at the moment. 

SOF: Besides Vietnam, can you give 
some historic examples of what happens 
when the United States lacks this “cred¬ 
ibility.” 

SRT: Prior to Vietnam, there were two 
major examples of the United States’ 
lacking in credibility. First, there was 
Korea: Dean Atcheson, about six months 
before the war started, said that Korea 
was of no strategic interest to the United 
States. Immediately, Russia started 
increasing the size of the North Korean 
forces. A few weeks before, he made 
another talk on the subject, adding that 
the Chiefs of Staff regarded it as mil¬ 
itarily untenable, anyway. Result — War. 

Another clear example is the Cuban 
Missile Crisis. Kennedy was elected 
President in 1960. He suffered the un¬ 
fortunate mishap of the Bay of Pigs. He 
then had a summit meeting with Khrush¬ 
chev in Vienna in 1961, where, I regret 
to say, the President discussed philos¬ 
ophy when Khrushchev was solely in¬ 
terested in power. To Khrushchev, 
therefore. Kennedy was not credible. 
Result — The Missile Crisis. 

In the last year of the Eisenhower 
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Administration, Vice President Nixon 
visited Moscow. At that time, he was a 
presidential candidate, and had what was 
called “The Kitchen Debate” with 
Khrushchev, in which he made it very 
clear where the United States stood or 
would stand, if he was elected President. 
Question: Would Khrushchev have put 
missiles in Cuba if Nixon had been 
President? Not on your nilly, he wouldn’t. 
And that is, I think, the prime example 
of credibility. 

Now, it was fortunate that when it 
happened that Kennedy stood firm. But 
we paid a price, in that American missiles 
came out of Turkey, American missiles 
came out of Italy, and Khrushchev 
secured his primary aim: the safeguard¬ 
ing of the revolution in Cuba, as the 
President had to give a guarantee that he 
would not attack Cuba. Now, there is, 

I think, the prime example of the lack of 
credibility. You might say, in some ways, 
that it is well that the Cuban Missile 
Crisis did occur, because it woke a lot of 
us up. However, it never should have, 
happened. Now, you go to the Vietnam, 
situation in 1975 — were you credible? 
Answer — NO. Result: complete breach 
of the ceasefire agreement, and another 
massive North Vietnamese invasion. 

And the point here that I’m making and 
the law which I want to stress (which is 
being broken), is that credibility leads to 
peace; you do not get the confrontation; 
lack of credibility leads to war and vio¬ 
lence. The law is this: the greater the 
credibility, the less the cost and the less 
the risk. 

SOF: What do you mean by credibility? 
SRT: I think that it is really an addition of 
capability. In other words, you’ve got the 
means and it’s capability in all terms, 
not just weaponry, manpower, and so on, 
but economic power, everything else and 
the perceived intention of your adver¬ 
saries. Will you, might you, or won’t 
you, do anything? If it is “will” you do 
anything, he perceives that you are cred¬ 
ible, even if it is “might,” even if you are 
unpredictable, at least that is something. 
But when it is perceived as “won’t,” 
then, of course, credibility collapses. 

SOF: Credibility seems to depend pri¬ 
marily on power. Could you define your 
conception of “power” in this context? 
SRT: Very roughly, power is manpower 
plus applied resources multiplied by will, 
and will is no more than a factor of one; 
if will is naught, power is naught. I think 
that this is something that the Russians 
understand very well. 

SOF: Could you make a few comparisons 
between Russian and United States’ 
power? 

SRT: It is interesting to see the compar¬ 
isons here between Russia and the United 
States: Russia first, and the United States 
second. Population: 250 million to 213 
million; Armed forces: 3.5 million to just 
over 2 million; Reserves: 3 million to 
under 1 million. In other words, the 


total here is 6.5 million for Russia and 3 
million for the United States. 

SOF: How does the defensive budget 
of these two powers compare? 

SRT: Budget? About 100 billion each, 
but this is not something that someone 
can easily settle, because putting it in 
dollar terms as against ruble terms 
doesn’t mean the same thing on the 
expenditure inside Russia and the ex¬ 
penditure in the United States. 

There are two interesting points in this: 
one, for example, is the 100 billion to the 
Russians, which is a great deal more as 
far as GNP is concerned, than it is as far 
as the United States is concerned. In 
fact, the estimate is that this is 18 to 
20% of Russian GNP, which means that 
Russia is pretty well on a war footing. The 
other interesting point about these de¬ 
fense budgets is the ratio of costs. The 
Russian ratio of costs: manpower 40%, 
weaponry and weaponry development 
60%; because of your higher wages, in 


the American defense budget, only 40% 
is going into weaponry and weaponry 
development. 

SOF: What about nuclear strength? How 
do these two powers compare in this 
area? 

SRT: Well, in submarines launched, 
they have 720 missiles and 70 submarines 
to your 656 missiles and 41 submarines; 
ICBM’s, they have 1575 and you have 
1054. If you add those together, you get 
roughly 2300 Soviet Union to 1700 
U.S. Both of you have MIRV’s, which 
means that this doesn’t entirely represent 
the warheads; the warheads are more 
than that, because there are many mis¬ 
siles that carry three or more. 


SOF: What is the significance of these 
figures? It would seem that both the 
United States and Russia have over-kill 
capacity when it comes to nuclear 
strength. 
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As the new T-64 battle tank replaces the T-62, Soviet armor may be the most ad 
vanced anywhere. 
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SRT: Now, the point here is, of course, 
that you both have over-kill. And so 
whatever the situation may be, you have 
enough. In other words, you wouldn’t 
want to argue about parity, superiority, 
and so on; the real question is throw 
weight. One very, very significant factor 
is that the Russian throw weight is ap¬ 
proximately five times more than the 
U.S. They have much heavier missiles, 
and the general estimate is that the 
U.S. throw weight is 1 to 2 million 
pounds, whereas the Russian throw 
weight is 10 to 12 million pounds. But 
more significantly, they are ahead of 
you in submarines launched. They have 
produced Delta Class submarines of 
which, I think, they have at least four or 
five right now. These vessels carry a 
missile with a range of 4,700 miles, 
which means they can hit the U.S. from 
way back in the Baltic. They don’t 
have to be in the middle of the Atlantic 
in order to do it. You will not match 
that until the Trident submarine comes 
out, at the earliest, in 1978. They are also 
producing a supersonic heavy bomber 
which is equivalent to your B-l, which 
you have not yet decided to produce. And 
here I do want to make a point — A very 
strong one. Write your congressman like 
mad on the subject. You have now pro¬ 
duced a thing called the Cruise missile. It 
is far ahead of the Russians’ technology, 
and I don’t think they can compete with it 
for at least ten years. 

SOF: Why is this weapon so important to 
our defense capability? 

SRT: It is a superb and absolutely in¬ 
credible little weapon. It only weighs 
about 2,000 pounds’, it only has a range 
of about 2,000 miles; it only flies 700 
miles per hour, which doesn’t seem very 
fast, but it does that at about 200 feet 
above the ground, so that it is well below 
all radar. It is accurate to within 30 
yards, and the main thing about it is 
that it can be fired from any platform. 
It is a type of missile that is easily deploy¬ 
able and quite uncountable, and there is 
no sort of defense against numbers of 
them; there is no type of defense that 
could stop it. It could can^ either a 
conventional or nuclear warhead. 


So, if anyone starts to barter that away, 
write to your congressman immediately, 
because this puts you right in the front 
line again. 

SOF: Would you say then, that deter¬ 
rence as a matter of strategy has worked? 
SRT: It doesn’t matter what formulation 
of nuclear strategy one uses, but as long 
as neither side has an absolute first- 
strike capability, nuclear deterrence has 
worked. But, below the nuclear level, 
deterrence has not worked. 

SOF: Could you be specific? 

SRT: Mr. McNamara, ten years ago, 
said, “We and our allies will require 
substantial non-nuclear forces to cope 
with levels of aggresion that massive 
strategic forces do not, in fact deter.” 
This has been a difficult lesson to learn, 
and yet it has been learned. As Mr. 
Schleisinger just recently said, “Deter¬ 
rence will be strongly reinforced if there 
is a balance in conventional, as well as 
nuclear forces. This strong conventional 
capability is essential, not because we 
wish to wage conventional war, but be¬ 
cause we do not wish to wage any war.” 
SOF: So, if deterrence is to work, it must 
be at all levels of possible confrontation. 
How do Russia and the United States 
compare in conventional forces? 

SRT: Here the disparity is much more 
marked than in the nuclear forces. Again, 
I will quickly run through comparisons 
of conventional power. Russian Divisions: 
167; I think you can say that roughly 50 
are kept in a state of absolute readiness, 
*50 would take a week to prepare, and the 
rest would take a month. But within that 
period of a month, Russia could have 167 
divisions in the field. Many of these are 
mechanized; seven are airborne. The 
United States has: 16 Divisions; 13 Army 
and 3 Marine, plus one or two in¬ 
dependent brigades in Panama and Ber¬ 
lin. Surface Ships: Russia 221, U.S. 177. 
Submarines: Russia 245 diesel, 70 
Nuclear (Actually, I am giving you figures 
here that are probably a year out of date.) 
United States: 73 normal diesel and 61 
nuclear. 

SRT: The Russian Navy is an offensive 
Navy. It doesn’t have to defend a Russian 
mercantile Marine using the seas of the 
world to any great extent. Your Navy 


is a defensive Navy, because you are a 
maritime power and you have to have 
control of the seas, particularly over the 
Atlantic and the Pacific. And here is the 
reason why you cannot always say that 
forces like these match merely on the 
strength of equal numbers. You are in the 
defensive role on the seas, whereas the 
Russians are in position where they can 
conduct an offensive role. For example, 
right now, at this minute, they have more 
submarines than Hitler had at the height 
of World Warff. 

SOF: Sir Robert, we’ve been looking at 
one aspect of power: the hard material 
facts of manpower and applied resources. 
What about will? For as you said, if will 
is naught, power is naught. 

SRT: Now, I am not going to say that 
Russian will is 100 percent, even in re¬ 
spect to its closest allies. But if you would 
like to regard will rather like temperature 
and work from zero to 100 percent, the 
Russian will, as far as its allies are 
concerned, is certainly in the high 80’s 
and 90’s. Now, what is American will 
with respect to its allies and its friends? A 
Harris poll a year or so ago measured the 
percentage of Americans willing to go to 
war to defend its allies. The results in¬ 
dicated only 34 percent would support 
Berlin, 39 percent Europe, and 77 percent 
Canada. In short, Russian will, with 
respect to its allies, is clearly much 
higher than your will with respect to 
your allies. But if your will, with respect 
to Europe, is 39 percent, the question 
remains: is the Russian will with respect 
to Europe higher than 39 percent? Here 
we’re not talking of Russian allies, we’re 
talking about possible Russian victims. 
And with regard to the allied/victim 
situation, go back to, say, Vietnam. 
Here the Russian will with respect to the 
victim, was higher than your will with 
respect to an ally. And the point Is: How 
does that will operate, because this re¬ 
duces or increases power on either side. 
Here, I think Russia has been able to 
establish a very firm ground rule: 
Russian friends and allies are off limits; 
those of the United States are fair game. 
In other words: What’s mine is mine: 
what’s yours is up for grabs. Here, 
we come back to what 1 was saying earlier 
about the strategic initiative: who holds 
the initiative, who has the secure base, 
who is absolutely credible in regard to its 
friends and allies (thereby giving it this 
secure base), and therefore, is in a posi¬ 
tion to choose when and where to strike. 
The moment Russia can see that your will 
is low with regard to a particular victim, 
ok, that’s where they will strike. This 
puts Russia and its friends in the position 
of “can win, can’t lose,” “Can’t lose” 
means that they can fail the first time, 
but it is not an absolute defeat. They 
will have merely failed; they will try 
again! Russian friends and allies in any 
state, therefore, have to win only once. 
Your friends and allies only have to fail 
once, and they have lost forever. 
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THE SILENT KILLERS 

Blowguns are an inexpensive and challenging weapon for hunting- 

man or beast. 

BY J.L GALAN 



Standing position, frequently used in 
hunting small game, demonstrated 
correctly. 


The last few years have seen an amaz¬ 
ing volume of literature written about 
silencers for virtually all types of fire¬ 
arms, which indicates that there are 
enough people out there who are deeply 
interested in silenced weapons and are 
willing to buy almost any information 
published on silencers and their uses. 

Most authors and experts on silencers, 
are quick to point out that there is no such 
thing as a true “silenced” firearm, 
since there is always noise present in one 
form or another, even when the report of 
the initial explosion is successfully 
muffled. Ballistic crack, for instance 
(when supersonic bullets are involved), is 
one source of noise that can be eliminated 
only at the cost of decreased ballistic 
efficiency. Mechanical noise is just 
about impossible to eliminate in self¬ 
loading weapons. So, the search and re¬ 
search goes on and on for better and 
deadlier silenced weapons. In Europe, it 
now appears that some designers are 
reverting to the idea of guns firing darts, 
both with and without poison. This 
method still leaves the initial propelling 
of the dart up to a powder charge, how¬ 
ever. Air guns can naturally be used, but 
even the quietest models, belonging to 
the spring-piston powered group make 
some noise both during loading and upon 
discharge. Taking the air gun principle 


one further step backward, we come to 
the doorstep of the quietest weapon of 
them all: the blowgun. 

What the blowgun lacks in sheer brute 
force is more than made up in its unfail¬ 
ing ability to deliver a deadly dart to an 
unsuspecting target, in complete silence. 
The most important thing to remember 
about blowguns is that their effective 
range is far more limited than that of 
firearms. Range is determined by the 
user’s lung power. As with any weapon 
that shoots a projectile, practice is called 
for in order to improve marksmanship. 
Regular practice with the blowgun also 
increases the volume of air that the 
user is capable of expelling with each 
blow, along with the range of the dart 
and its velocity. It must be remembered 
that there are indeed few individuals who 
can generate more than 2 p.s.i. of pres¬ 
sure with one blow of air. However, that 
meager level of pressure is still more than 
adequate to propel a dart from a blow¬ 
gun. It is important that the amount of air 
blown out be consistent. With blowguns, 
it is the quality rather than the quantity of 
air being blown down the tube that is 
important. 

It is possible to hit a 3" diameter target 
at 20 yards, consistently, with a few 
weeks of regular practice. That still 
isn’t so hot when compared to the 
astounding feats credited to the Jivaro 
Indians of the Amazon region. It has been 
reported that Jivaro children are capable 
of killing small birds at 25 yards, using 
clay balls in their training blowguns. 
Upon reaching manhood, the Jivaros 
graduate to blowguns measuring over 8 
ft. in length and their clay projectiles 
give way to needle-thin eight or nine 
inch long pith darts, tipped with deadly 
Curare. 

The history of the blowgun is rather 
cloudy. There is some evidence that indi¬ 
cates that blowguns were used in Central 
Europe, long before many primitive 
peoples generally believed to have “in¬ 
vented” them ever blew their first pro¬ 
jectile out of a tube. Indeed, there are 
some illustrations in books and frescoes 
dating back to Medieval times, in which 
blowguns are clearly and unmistakably 
portrayed. In our own hemisphere, the 
Iroquois, Cherokee, and Aztec Indians, to 
name a few, were known to use blowguns 
for hunting. The Cherokee Indians still 
use blowguns regularly for hunting small 
game. Their blowguns reach 9 ft. in 
length and their darts are approximately 
21 inches long. It is also very probable 


that in the case of the Aztecs blowguns 
may have been used with gusto against 
the Conquistadores and their horses. 
Blowguns were also in widespread use in 
some areas of Asia, such as Japan, 
Malaysia, and Indochina. The mystery 
remains, however, as to how, where, ana 
when, the blowgun first appeared. 

The blowgun is remarkably well-suited 
to covert and GW-type operations. Eldon 
G. Wolff, in his scholarly book, Air Guns, 
states (p. 35): “The blowgun was an im¬ 
portant weapon in ancient times. It was 
rarely employed in open battle, but was 
effective in the defense of villages and for 
sniping from ambush.” The main ad¬ 
vantage that the blowgun has over more 
“conventional” GW weapons is its total 
silence, plus the fact that it is far less 
conspicuous than any other weapon that 
shoots or throws a projectile. In short, 
blowguns are inherently “sanitized” 
weapons. This still applies in the case of 
commercially available blowguns. 

The steel darts supplied with commer¬ 
cially produced blowguns generally vary 
in length from 4" to 5 Vi " and, invariably, 
they achieve almost 100% penetration in 
flesh at up to 25 or 30 yards. If a fast¬ 
acting, highly virulent poison, such as 
Curare, is added to the dart, the simple 
blowgun becomes one of the deadliest 
silent zappers anywhere. 



Good groupings are possible from 
intermediate range as shown with rab¬ 
bit silhouette ( 5 V 2 x 38 cal. blow gun). 
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Curare is usually extracted from the 
Wourali vine, belonging to the genus 
Strychnos toxifera, and is indigenous to 
equatorial South American regions. The 
poison is extremely deadly when admin¬ 
istered through the skin, as it mixes al¬ 
most instantly with the blood. Curare 
paralyzes the motor nerves, with the un¬ 
fortunate victim dying from asphyxia. 
The venom of certain snakes can be 
utilized effectively in high concentration, 
although these animal poisons aren’t 
generally as fast-acting as Curare. The 
ultimate approach along this line of 
thought appears to be in the use of hollow 
darts carrying a small amount of hydro¬ 
cyanic acid. This is probably the fastest- 
acting poison that would apply to blow- 
guns, as life termination would occur in 
less than 10 seconds after the dart strikes 
the victim. 

The late W. H. B. Smith in his book. 
Gas, Air and Spring Guns of the World, 
states that German agents operating in 
neutral zones during WWII, habitually 




carried dummy cigarettes loaded with the 
darts that had been treated with Curare. 
Mr. Smith goes on to say that those 
agents worked for the famous SS Col. 
Otto Skorzeny, “the most dangerous man 
in Europe,” as he was dubbed towards 
the end of the war by the Allies. I don’t 
doubt the first part of Mr. Smith’s 
assertion about the German agents. I 
tend to doubt the second part — that 

continued on page 74 


Upper R: Proper loading procedure. 
Center: Blowguns are well suited to 
guerrilla-type ops, especially in jungle 
terrain. Lower R: Rabbit killed instantly 
from 19 meters with .63 cal. 4" dart. Be¬ 
low: Assortment of available darts. 
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continued from page 1 3 
SOF: What are their motives? 
LAMPRECHT: There are wide variety, 
but I’m not prepared to go into specifics. 
SOF: When I was here in May 1974, only 
three or four Americans were serving 
with the Rhodesian security forces. The 
press speculates that between 250 and 
400 Americans are serving Rhodesia. To 
what do you attribute this increase? 
LAMPRECHT: A number of factors. 
First, Americans serving with us cor¬ 
respond with their friends in the U.S. 
This type of * ‘word-of-mouth’ ’ recruit¬ 
ing is the best form of recruitment. 
Secondly, we are receiving considerable 
publicity worldwide and this has found us 
many friends, some of whom are pre¬ 
pared to come and fight with us. Thirdly, 
some of our friends abroad, while not 
capable of joining us, have stimulated 
interest in the Rhodesian Army. 

SOF: How do you eliminate the phonies, 
the incompetents, the insincere? 
LAMPRECHT: We are able to weed out a 
large number of those by analyzing the 
contents of their query letters. Many are 
obviously nuts. However, if a person 
appears to be sincere, we send him a re¬ 
cruiting packet. If he is still interested, he 
will complete and return the application 
forms together with supporting docu¬ 
ments which include proof of previous 
service, military proficiency, testimonials 
from previous employers and/or superior 
officers and a medical examination re¬ 


port. Unfortunately, I cannot interview 
volunteers prior to their arrival. If an 
applicant appears to be acceptable, I 
forward a formal written offer. It is then 
up to him to accept or reject it. 

SOF: Do you at that time make an offer 
on rank and pay? 

LAMPRECHT: Yes. 

SOF: What is the next step? 
LAMPRECHT: The volunteer is given a 
date to report for duty. He is instructed 
to travel at his own expense to Rhodesia. 
He must fulfill normal immigration re¬ 
quirements and must apply for a Rhodes¬ 
ian resident permit — NOT citizenship. 
When he reports, he is duly enlisted and 
his travel expenses are refunded. 

SOF: What if a volunteer does not have 
sufficient funds to travel to Rhodesia? 
LAMPRECHT: We can make alternative 
arrangements. 

SOF: How long does it take to approve 
an application? 

LAMPRECHT: This depends often on the 
efficiency of the postal system. 

SOF: Is there any advantage to calling 
you direct? 

LAMPRECHT: No. I process all applica¬ 
tions as rapidly as possible. Generally it 
takes about seven days from the time 1 
receive a completed application until I 
forward a reply, depending upon the 
number of applications I have to process. 
SOF: What is your policy in regards to 
applicants with criminal records? 
LAMPRECHT: We accept NO individuals 


with criminal records. If an offense is 
petty and occurs when an individual is 
a juvenile, we may overlook it. If there is 
any doubt, I refer the case up the chain of 
command. 

SOF: What problems do volunteers face 
when they join the Rhodesian Army? 

LAMPRECHT: Many men who come 
from different parts of the world are 
used to a different climate, large cities 
with all the amenities. However, we feel 
Rhodesia has many things to offer 
such as; good Rhodesian beer, a friendly 
populace, and what I would describe as a 
free and easy, unhurried way of life, lots 
of wide open spaces. What we may lack 
in the way of night life we compensate for 
in the form of outdoor entertainment. 

SOF: Any other comments regarding 
what action an interested individual 
might take to get his application 
approved? 

LAMPRECHT: I give serious considera¬ 
tion to the man who goes to the trouble 
to get notarized copies of necessary 
documents. Also, a statement from a 
local law enforcement agency stating the 
individual has no record of connections 
carries weight. 
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\ club, trained Doberman, or a gut full of No. 4 buck! 
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Results 1976 

Nat’l Handgun Metallic Silhouette Championship 
El Paso, Texas 1,2,3, October 1976 


NAT’L. INDIVIDUAL CHAMPION 
NAT’L. INDIVIDUAL RUNNER-UP 
THIRD PLACE NAT’L. INDIVIDUAL 


JOSE’ PORRAS (63) x 80 

TOM BEALL (62) x 80 

W. A. “BUCK” TODDY (52) x 80 


CLASS AA 


CLASS A 


CLASS B 


WINNER 
RUNNER-UP 
3rd PLACE 
4th PLACE 
5th PLACE 


WINNER 
RUNNER-UP 
3rd PLACE 
4th PLACE 
5th PLACE 


WINNER 
RUNNER-UP 
3rd PLACE 
4th PLACE 
5th PLACE 


V 

m 

m f* 


50 METER—DAN WESSON CUP MATCH—WINNER 
100 METER—SMITH & WESSON CUP MATCH—WINNER 
150 METER—THOMPSON/CENTER CUP MATCH—WINNER 
200 METER—STURM, RUGER CUP MATCH—WINNER 


TOM BELL (62) x 80 

BUCK TODDY (52) x 80 

RAY CHAPMAN (51) x 80 

ELGIN GATES, SR. (49) x 80 

JERRY PRENTISS (45) x 80 


JOSE 9 CALZADA (50) x 80 

BOB LOVETT (48) x 80 

LARRY K3MPELL (46) x 80 

JEFFBURWELL (45) x 80 

JIMMY MITCHELL (39) x 80 


JOE MOTT (51) x 80 

WALTER MIMS (43) x 80 

GLEN VOORHELLS, JR. (37) x 80 

RICHARD HEATH (24) x 80 

KENHOLFORD (21) x 80 


B. Lovett (19) x 20 
T. Beall (19) x 2<T 
R. Chap¬ 
man (13) x 20 
J. Mott (14) x 20 


continued from page 7 
Dear Sirs, 

I saw your first issue last year at a 
Army Reserve meeting. It was one of the 
few times the whole battalion was to¬ 
gether and one of the troopers from 
another company had a copy of the maga¬ 
zine. From what I saw of it, I immediately 
sent in a subscription. Since then, several 
more members of my: unit have also sent 
in subscriptions after looking at my 
copies. 

I was interested in your article on RT 
Tennessee, (Spring 1976 issue). I spent 
almost 9 years active most of them with 
Special Forces. My last trip to RVN was 
with C&C. I arrived in-country in Oct. 
1969. At that time there were three 
FOBs, CCN at DaNang, CCC at Kontum, 
and CCS at Ban Me Thout. I was with 
CCC. 

What was somewhat unique about 
C&C was that you started at the bottom 
and worked your way up, no matter what 
your rank. This was because recon is a 
different type of mission than most of the 
SF troopers were used to. Many had been 
over before with MIKE (Mobile Strike) 
Force with companies and battalions of 
CIDG. I served on three different Recon 
Teams (RT) as I worked my way up. 


When I finally commanded my own 
team, I was a SSG with a 1LT as my sec¬ 
ond in command. This wasn’t all that 
unusual. Department of the Army didn’t 
particularly care for officers to be in 
SF to begin with and especially in com¬ 
mand of a Recon Team. The officer had 
to be real gung-ho to want it and not get 
his ticket properly punched. I know some¬ 
thing about that as I received a direct 
commission at FOB 2 and served 3 years 
as an officer before I got the boot. Too 
much time in Special Forces! 

A few facts about the mercenaries that 
worked fo us. The Nungs mentioned as 
being on RT Tennessee were some of 
the best. The Nungs were originally from 
the N. Vietnam-China border area. They 
served as mercenaries for the French and 
many had come south in 1954. They were 
some of the first troops recruited by SF 
in the early 60’s. Later on, due to attri¬ 
tion, many Chinese from the Cholon 
district of Saigon were recruited as fillers. 
Their quality and professionalism was 
nowhere like the originals. 

Most of the RT’s were recruited from 
Montagnards in the local area. In CCN 
they were usually Bru. At CCC, because 
we were centrally located, we had quite 
a mixture Bahnar, Sedang from Kontom 


north to Dak Pek. We had Jurai from the 
Pleiku area. The team I commanded was 
mostly Rhade from the area around Ban 
Me Thout. They originally came from 
CCS. 

The pictures were taken in May 1971, 
a couple of months before I turned over 
my team and DEROSed. 

That is one of the other rather unique 
features of C&C. We carried about any 
weapon we could get our hands on. We 
wanted the Stoner 63A light machine gun 
for fire suppression when we broke con¬ 
tact, we settled instead for a sawed-off 
RPD. Very effective for keeping their 
heads down as we ran the other way. 
And, occasionally when we did get in a 
real pissing contest, it came in real 
handy. 

The size of the teams ran from the con¬ 
ventional 6 man team up to a 15 man 
“Spike” team with their own hand-held 
60mm mortar. C&C was quite an experi¬ 
ence for me in many ways. I believe I 
served with some of the best fighting 
men anywhere, both U.S. and indigen¬ 
ous. 

Good Luck! 

“Bounty Hunter” 

Reston, Virginia 

continued on. page 70 
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Length 

Folded = 6 %" 
Opened = 12" 
Weight = 1 lb. 
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New! 
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$1195 
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“ATCHISSON FOLDING” 
HUNTER 

A weapon as silent as a slight 
breeze—for that uneasy situation. 
Acclaimed by fighting forces, mer¬ 
cenaries, and men of action. 

Amazing accuracy through gyro¬ 
like action. The kinetic energy pro¬ 
duced will penetrate %" plywood at 
20 yards! 

This four bladed hunter is easily 
thrown and always sticks—takes 
down easily to fit pocket or pack, 
opens instantly for emergency use. 

Made of high quality, tough carbon 
steel, heat treated to Rockwell 55- 
60 Rc. with hard black oxide finish. 

Another quality product by WA.K. 
Distributed WORLDWIDE by: 


BINGHAM LTD. 

3609 Shailowford Rd., N.E. 
Suite 105-D 
Atlanta, Georgia 30340 

PHONE: 404-455-0050 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
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$5.95 each 

Please add 75 cents for each Item 
for shipping and handling. 

Size 

s_ 

M_ 

L_ 

XI_ 

PARAMILITARY MARKETING. 

P.O. Box 662 
Rosemont, IL 60018 
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OPENS LOCK-BACK BLADES FAS¬ 
TER THAN A SWITCH BLADE WITH 
A FLICK OF A THUMB...LEGALLY 

Converts most lock-back blade knives to a 
one hand operation for fast protection. 
Actually timed at 1/400th of a second... 
even with gloved hands. Made of heat 
treated spring steel, nickel plated. Please 
specify your knife make, model and length 
of blade when open, when ordering. 
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ea. Cash, M.O. or Cert, 
ppd. check. Add 5<P if cash. 
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Desert T\»' 
J Publications \ 


IMPROVISED WEAPONS 
OF THE AMERICAN UNDERGROUND 

Compiled from actual publications of various 
paramilitary groups. Shows how to make: 
nitroglycerin, plastic explosives, detonators, 
fuses, primers, impact ignition incendiary 
devices. How to use agricultural type 
ammonium nitrate as a high explosive. Theory, 
design & construction of various types silencers. 
PLUS! ! I reproduced plans of a homemade 
SUBMACHINE GUN, claimed to have been 
buildable in an average home workshop for 
under $7.00. 

110.. ..$6.95 


THE BASIC 

TRAINING HANDBOOK 
OF THE AMERICAN UNDERGROUND 

A never-before available insight into under¬ 
ground training activities here in the United 
States. A "progress at your own speed" 
correspondence course; complete with work 
assignments and tests. This set of training 
lessons has been in existence for over 10 years 
and has been revised several times to fit the 
needs of various individual groups. No adven¬ 
turer’s library will be complete without this 
one! 

Ill.$8.95 


UNDERGROUND MANUAL 
TO COMBAT USE 
OF THE RIFLE 

This manual originally written in the early 60’s, 
was intended for use by "homeguard” and 
other civilian groups that might, of necessity, 
have to wage a guerrilla war with what ever 
weapons that were available. General marks¬ 
manship is covered, together with night firing, 
sniping, sniping moving targets and combat fire. 
Well illustrated .... Even if you know the 
subject matter yourself, you will want this 
manual to teach others. 

113.$4.95 

TRAINING MANUAL 
TO ADVANCED 
UNDERGROUND 
RESISTANCE WARFARE 

A companion handbook to No. 111. A more 
advanced underground "correspondence course" 
to advance the student from basic guerrilla 
warfare to more applicable underground resis¬ 
tance. Contain outlines, study guides, outside 
reading, work assignments and tests. 

112.$5.95 


DESERT PUBLICATIONS 

P.O. Box 22005 - Phoenix, AZ 85028 
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continued from page 43 

Six USRT divers went to the scene. 
After getting all the information they 
decided on a search pattern and a proba¬ 
ble location of the body. Within a half 
hour they located it. An important point 
is that they politely refused the help of 
the volunteer divers once team members 
began the search. “We don’t use out¬ 
siders,” says Giannotti. “We don’t know 
how they’re going to react. I’m not going 
to risk my men’s lives.” 

the chopper pilot’s body and then helped 
to raise the craft. Many members of the 
team consider this to be their most 
memorable dive in their short history, 
mainly because of the weather condi¬ 
tions. 

They are centralized, organized, and 
each man is trained and equipped. He 
knows what to expect and what’s ex¬ 
pected of him. Nothing is left to chance. 
The successful completion of an assign¬ 
ment in the least amount of time is the 
team’s goal. “You’re in the water fast 
and out quickly while doing a professional 
job,” says Giannotti, describing the way 
he likes to do business. He remembers 
a drowning in a small suburban town. 
Volunteer divers spent the better part of 
a day searching for a suicide victim in a 
river. It became a circus and finally the 
NHPD-USRT was asked to assist. 


During the nation’s bicentennial ob¬ 
servance, the Queen of England trans¬ 
ferred from her Royal Yacht to an Air 
Force plane waiting at New Haven 
Airport. Plans called for her to leave the 
Yacht by Royal Barge for a dock where a 
motorcade would take her to the airport 
via the downtown area while being 
guarded by Secret Service agents. 

As helicopters buzzed overhead and 
thousands of sightseers pushed to the 
water’s edge to get a glimpse of the 
Queen, USRT divers were standing by. 
Earlier they had searched for a bomb; 
now they kept a watchful underwater eye 
for anything suspicious. 

Intelligence reports indicated that an 
attempt might me made on her life. At 
one point there was fear that a surface 
to surface missle might be used in an 
attack. Another more real possibility was 
a bomb attached to the pilings of the dock 
she would use. The USRT assisted two 
Navy ordnance divers assigned. They 
worked in what has been called the 
world’s worst visibility waters. With 
about four feet visibility that day, better 
than usual, they considered themselves 
lucky. 

After determining the kill and scare 
areas, they searched each piling, check¬ 
ing for anything odd or unusual that 
might be an explosive device. They 
weren’t going to be caught with their 
SCUBA Dants down. The Queen’s brief 


visit came off without a hitch. This was 
unusual but really just another operation 
to team members. 

As Giannotti puts it, “We have the 
men to do the job and the men to stand 
up and give the orders.” They are a 
model team for other PD’s wishing to 
set-up their own diving unit so they are 
definitely doing everything right. Each 
man is always ready and eager to go. 
When he hears the code to activate the 
team he moves. He’s ready to do a 
hazardous job quickly and professionally 
in the shortest possible time. Isn’t that 
what it’s all about? 

The NHPD is well equiped. A 
50 foot police launch is used for most of 
the searches in Long Island sound. They 
have a small trailer towed boat and equip¬ 
ment carried in a compartmentalized van 
type truck for inland river and lake 
searches. 

The team’s equipment consists of 
ten 100 cubic foot tanks, and ten 72 cubic 
foot tanks all equipped with J-valves. 
All divers must wear bouyancy control 
vests. Some of the better ones used by 
the team cost $200 and have a three 
minute air reserve built in. They use a 
variety of different regulators, mostly 
made by Nemrod. Half the diving gear 
is carried in the boat and the other half 
is in the van. 

They have a variety of special gear to 
use on special missions. A diving plane 
board that’s towed behind a boat works 
like the elevator on an airplane. Used 
with a set of hydro-phones that allows 
the diver to talk with the man aboard the 
boat, it’s useful for channel or river 
surveillance. Lift bags with 500 and 4000 
pound lift capacity are used to raise 
large objects. They are inflated with a 
SCUBA tank. Both underwater and sur¬ 
face flares are used to pin-point the 
search objective when it’s found. 

An underwater camera is used for 
photographing evidence before its re¬ 
covery. This helps maintain the chain of 
continuity of evidence in court. The 
“Silvro” camera is manufactured by 
Nemrod and has a flash attachment. 

Other equipment includes a variet 
underwater lights, special hatchets 
with pry bar and hammer ends, a rescue 
regulatro with two mouthpieces and a 
pressure guage, and leg worn diving 
knives. Most of the equipment is Nemrod 
brand since the factory is located in New 
Haven. The company has donated some 
equipment to the team. 

The divers use complete wet suit 
outfits. Some are lined with a material 
that allows them to be donned in a hurry. 
In summer, five finger wet-suit gloves arc 
used. In winter, a mitten type is used. 
Each diver has a personal bag that 
contains fins, mask, snorkel, towel and 
soap, and extra clothes. 

The police boat, Marine Unit One, is 
outfitted with a complete array of elec¬ 
tronic equipment. Radios include regular 
AM-FM, four channel UHF police radio. 
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Citizens Band radio (for monitoring 
channel nine used by CB equipped 
boaters in distress) and VHF and HF 
marine radios. Also, a depth finder with 
200 foot capacity is helpful in locating 
submerged autos and planes when used 
with navigation charts showing the water 
depth. An electronic siren/hailer rounds 
out the compliment of electronic gear. 

The usual accessories are also carried. 
Binoculars, searchlights, 110 volt gener¬ 
ators, and a shot-gun are carried. Lockers 
hold the SCUBA gear in readiness. The 
boat has a full galley for feeding divers on 
extended missions, and for the warm cup 
of coffee when team members get togeth¬ 
er off duty to shoot the breeze. 

The divers themselves are the key 
element. They are highly trained and 
must attain National Association of 
Underwater Instructors (NAUI) certifica¬ 
tion. Department training includes PT 
and five miles of jogging before a pool 
session. The department has 480 patrol¬ 
men. When the team was formed some 
80 men tried out. After screening for 
weak swimmers, health and ear, nose, 
and throat problems, 20 men remained. 

After normal SCUBA training that 
stressed ditching and donning and fast 
entry into the water, they went on to 
specialized training. This included theory 
of search patterns, hand signals, adjust¬ 
ment to low visibility and night diving, 
buddy breathing, underwater rescue 
techniques, use of hatchets, bolt cutters, 
and pry bars, and the SCUBA carry for 


assisting victims. Underwater naviga¬ 
tion by compass, first aid, and under¬ 
water mouth to mouth resuscitation were 
covered. This is all in addition to frequent 
practice dives in the sound, rivers, and 
lakes. 

One such recent practice found the 
men doing a night dive. It was mainly an 
orientation dive for those who had never 
dived at night in New Haven's normally 
murky Long Island Sound. On the way 
out through the channel with Giannotti 
at the controls of Marine One, the men 
suited up in the ship's cabin. All wore full 
wet suits in the relatively mild 50 degree 
water. After a briefing by Leavitt, they 
donned their equipment on the aftdeck. 
Once over the side and in the water, they 
would pair up. 

Aboard the Marine One, Giannotti and 
assistant dive master Rich Poulton would 
serve as back-up. They kept spotlights 
trained out over the water so the boat 
could be spotted instantly by the surfac¬ 
ing divers. Leavitt and one of the less 
experienced divers went the length of the 
anchor chain and then swam to the break¬ 
water rocks. They met the others there. 
Though this particular dive had no target 
objective, the rtien gained valuable night¬ 
time diving experience. 

Speed was the objective in a drill held 
a while back. A mannequin was hidden in 
the waters of a lagoon. One of many in 
the 27 miles of river systems in the New 
Haven jurisdiction, the lagoon provided a 
good testing ground for the team’s effi¬ 


ciency on an inland dive. Within 20 
minutes of the initial alert, six divers 
were on the scene. In another four 
minutes four divers were in the water. 
About 34 minutes after the initial alert, 
the “body” was found. 
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piece of velcro permanently in the boot 

which may cause some interesting 

questions. 

The typical belt sheath can be attached 
on the shoulder, upside down or rightside 
up, in a number of ways. The sheath can 
be taped or sewn to the military shoulder 
harness or a separate shoulder rig (like 
a shoulder holster). A sheath can also be 
attached to the shirt or jacket lining with 
a pin, velcro, or garter clip (like some 
Seventrees concealment holsters). John 
Ek markets a “shoulder rig” which is 
simply a piece of leather with a couple of 
snaps. One at least as good could be im¬ 
provised from leather straps or a discard¬ 
ed shoulder holster. 
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continued from page 37 

Thompson’s team stayed late in the field 
the next day for an interview taped by Den¬ 
ver’s Channel 7 (KMGH, a CBS affiliate). 
The trainees were then given survival kits 
and final briefings, and took up positions 
in the area for the 72-hour solo exercise. 

The weather was good: bright, clear days 
and cool, dry nights. “We extended the solo 
period for these programs because some of 
the students felt that a longer period would 
be a better test,” Thompson explained. 

No books or other reading material were 
allowed on the solo. The idea was for each 


the three-day solo, each pilot built his or 
her own individual shelter. 

Critiques of the course indicated a lively 
split among pilots and instructors as to 
which type of gun, if any, might be right for 
post-crash survival. Some felt the presence 
of any firearm would be harmful; survivors 
of such a trauma could become irrational 
and hurt each other if a gun were present. 

But most seemed to agree with Foote’s 
presentation. He said the decision to take 
a firearm along is a personal one. He point¬ 
ed out that except for brown bear and griz¬ 
zly bear habitat, there are few areas of 
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student to have a totally isolated experi¬ 
ence—practicing what he or she had been 
taught and using the few materials permit¬ 
ted. Field notes on observations and ex¬ 
periences were encouraged, however, for 
comment and exchange of thoughts later. 

Each participant was told to eat nothing 
for the three days and to drink only the 
water he carried. 

“But three people disobeyed orders, ate 
and got sick. One became so ill he had to 
drop out of the program,” Thompson said. 

A fourth trainee contracted a virus, and 
a high fever forced him to leave the exer¬ 
cise. 

“They were told not to eat for good rea¬ 
sons,” the NRA coordinator explained. 
“Nine times out of ten, trainees do not know 
what is right to eat and what is not. It’s got¬ 
ten confusing; many edible plants look like 
inedibles. So we have taken edible plants 
out of our survival-training curriculum,” 
he said. 

“Besides, these edible plants have almost 
no caloric value whatever; they may con¬ 
tain a few vitamins but not much useful 
nourishment. There are so many look-a¬ 
like plants, that we don’t want people tak¬ 
ing the chance of eating the wrong plant 
and becoming sick in the field.” 

“Along the same line, we tell people who 
are in a survival situation for only a few 
days—like pilots and their passengers— 
not to hunt. 

“If they have little water, eating game 
meat will speed dehydration. So we tell ‘em 
that unless it looks like a long-term situa¬ 
tion, they should sit tight, conserve energy 
and water, and wait to be rescued.” 

Pilots used different kinds of shelter in 
, the field. They started out in two-man pup 
tents, which were used along with shelter 
’ halves for the group-survival tests. But for 
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North or South America where one might 
be menaced by wildlife; in some situations, 
the problem might be two-legged preda¬ 
tors. 

Some pilots argued that a light handgun 
—a .22 rimfire or .38 Special revolver with 
a medium length barrel—makes the best 
weapon for plane-crash survival. They felt 
that the variety of available ammunition in 
those calibers makes the .22 or .38 a natur¬ 
al choice. 

Others argue that a gun like Savage’s .22 
magnum/20 gauge combination would be 
better, even if it were not so light and handy. 

Most agreed that a handgun requires 
more expertise, making a light rifle a better 
tool for those unfamiliar with guns. In ad¬ 
dition, there was a general agreement that 
the kind of game most downed pilots would 
be likeliest to kill would be small—rabbits, 
squirrels, birds, small rodents and the like 

“Not often will you have a chance at an 
elk or deer,” Thompson reminded the group, 
“even if it’s an all-out survival situation 
and game laws don’t apply.” 

Although it was nothing like the Janu¬ 
ary, 1975 cross-country survival trek, the 
survival trainee had to be in reasonably 
good physical condition. Recent physical 
examinations were required for acceptance 
in the course. The NRA’s Raton layout 
ranges in altitude from 6,600 feet where the 
Great Plains end, to 8,100 feet at the San- 
gre de Cristo Range’s lower peaks. The 
weather was mostly good, although rain 
fell almost all one day early in the week. 
The exercise was held before the deep snows 
and biting cold descended on the Southern 
Rocky Mountain ranges. 

Another Pilot’s Survival exercise is ten¬ 
tatively set for January, 1978. 
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Futhermore, Schemmer feels the raid 
did have positive secondary results in 
that the NVA moved all POW’s to Hanoi 
where they received somewhat better 
treatment and their centralized location 
allowed them to communicate with one 
another. 

This book also contains some interest¬ 
ing background on the origin and early 
years of “SOG,” known to the* public as 
“Studies and Observations Group.’ * 
In reality, SOG stood for “Special Opera¬ 
tions Group” and was the OSS of South¬ 
east Asia. In ’65 and ’66, it was composed 
of a hand-picked force of CIA operatives 
and volunteers from Special Forces Air 
Force Special Warfare Units and SEAL 
teams that conducted clandestine cross- 
border operations into North Vietnam, 
Laos and Cambodia. 

Schemmer, in his “Author’s Notes” 
at the end of the book, remarks, “Mili¬ 
tary men hate criticism as much as any¬ 
body else . . . But in writing the story of 
the Son Tay raid it was not my intention 
to criticize it. No one needs to apologize 
for the “failure” at Son Tay. On the 
contrary, when seen in its full perspec¬ 
tive, the raid might serve our national 
planners as a reminder of how much a 
small, elite, well-trained unorthodox 
force can accomplish.” We couldn’t 
agree more. 
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continued from page 62 
Dear Bob, 

Just a note to let you know how much 1 
have enjoyed the first two issues of 
‘‘Soldier Of Fortune” that 1 have re¬ 
ceived. You people certainly have the 
right attitude and the fourth estate has 
long been in need of a magazine such as 
yours. You tell it like it is with a minimum 
of bullshit. (John Peter’s “Honduras 
Jump” excepted). As was mentioned in 
that article I did return to Honduras; 
I did get married and as a footnote to that 


1 now have a six month old daughter. I am 
falling into the daddy routine a hell of a 
lot easier than 1 thought. 

I am more or less maintaining the clinic 
that we set up and find myself reasonably 
busy sewing up machete cuts, removing 
splinters and thorns and trying (usually 
successfully . . .) to cure weird skin 
conditions, 1 find that 1 am the only 
person in town that really knows how to 
give injections and what’s more I’m 
free! The locals purchase (rarely with 
prescription) vitamin supplements of an 


injectable type and various “witch 
doctors” as 1 call them give these injec¬ 
tions using filthy syringes into Christ 
only knows what part of the anatomy. 1 
saw a woman inject a seven year old boy 
who weighed maybe fifty-five pounds 
with a 2 Vi " 18 GA needle in his sciatic 
nerve. Aside from jumping three feet 
,off of the table and letting out a war 
whoop that undoubtedly set off the earth¬ 
quake in Guatamala, the woman’s 
syringe and needle and made an enemy. 
Everyone comes to ME now for treat- 




A 

r' % 

/ 

r ^ 

SOI 

nirK 


SEND ME THE 
SOF T-SHIRT 

(100% PRE-SHRUNK COTTON) 

3 quantity. Money Back Guarantee Q C 

— tu:, __I 


Sm? size an3 quantity. Money Back Guarantt 

S__ 

This offer is limited to 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

VSY readers 


PLEASE INCLUDE 75c 
POSTAGE 


■-^ readers ^ 

Order Today Name 

from: . Addr 

Phoenix Associates 

P.O. Box 693-Dept SF Cl,y 
Boulder. Colorado 80306 state 


Address 


-ip 


THE MERCENARY'S MANUAL 

To survive in battle, you must know your business. This book is intended to pass on the hard-learned 
facts of soldiering. It is concentrated; just over 130 pages covering what a modern mere needs to 
know. Operating instructions tor twelve small arms and over a dozen grenades are included. There 
are tips on how to get along, how to take your own weapon, and much more. We don’t condone or 
encourage people to get into this line of work. It’s a rough, deadly world and the amateur enters it at 
his peril. This book is intended to bring ’em back alive. For the experienced pro it’s a handy refer¬ 
ence guide; for the guy who wants in, it’s a survival manual of modern war. If you are serious about 
this business: YOU NEED THIS BOOK. 

TACTICS ★ SMALL ARMS ★ GRENADES jSji 

* DEMOLITIONS * RAPPELLING ★ CAMOUFLAGE 
★ EVASION ★ PHYSICAL FITNESS 

★ INDIVIDUAL SECURITY ★ (IffiSKI 


Mail $4.95 plus 50« (first class postage) to: 

UNIT NINE 1110 FINCH AVE. WEST 
DOWNVIEW, ONTARIO, CANADA 

Make payable to T. P. Edwards. Send certified cheques or money orders. 
Prompt refund if you are not satisfied. 



70 


SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 




<<j^ 




The latest data 
on the hottest 
continent by 
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ments. I try to talk them out of injections, 
but if I won't do it they’ll go to a 
"curando” and God knows what he’ll 
do to them! You would be surprised how 
many people I’ve cured with a shot of 
normal saline! 

Most of my medicine has been used up. 
I’m buying out of my own pocket such 
items as tape, bandages, aspirin, etc. But 
someday I guess I ll have to close up 
shop. Of course we can always hope for 
another hurricane. . . . 

Very truly yours. 
Skip Cheal 
Honduras 


Skip C'.eal , an SF Vietnam Vet and 
Medic was a member of the Paramedic 
Team that went to Honduras after the 
1974 Typhoon. 

Anyone wishing to donate medical 
equipment , cash and or suplies can 
contact: 

Skip Cheat 
Apartado Postal 682 
La Cieba, Atlantida 
Honduras, C.A. 
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continued from page 29 

broadly, as they offloaded the boxes of 
medical supplies that filled the chopper. 
Actually, George had had little trouble 
procuring the other helicopter. As soon 
as Ramirez had heard what had hap¬ 
pened, he immediately cancelled 714’s 
planned mission to another area, told 
Gonzales to get whatever Thompson 
asked for, and ordered 714’s crew to 
get back to us as soon as they had had 
lunch and the chopper had been refueled. 
Thompson was like a kid playing Santa 
Claus, tearing open the boxes of supplies 
that were now stacked outside the turbu¬ 
lence of the rotorwash, showing us all the 
stuff we had requested, and more. Speak- 
man yelled as the chopper revved up for 
takeoff, “We’ll be back for you at 1000 
hours tomorrow morning — be here! 
Ramirez has another long walk in store 
for you turkeys!” 

The five of us on the ground thought as 
one — tomorrow we would be ready to 
leave. Damn, did we feel good, or did we 
feel good. We’d gambled and we’d won. 
Team A worked until long after dark that 
night, treating everyone who came to us. 
We felt great, and we obviously showed 
it, for the feeling was infectious — the 
entire village felt great. Everything was 
warmth and smiles. Later that night, we 
celebrated with the villagers. We ate 
steak (from the sacrificial cow) and beans 
and rice and stacks of corn tortillas, 
and someone in the village came up with 
several bottles of very ancient beer — 
and beer never tasted as good as it did to 
those of us of Team Alpha that night, 
sitting around a pitchwood fire, talking 


and laughing with the happy villagers 
high on a mountain top in Central 
America. We slept well for the first time 
in several days. 

Up again at dawn, we treated people 
until 10 a.m., as there was still some 
medicine left. We gave it to the local 
medicine man with instructions of how 
and when to use it. We were out at the 
LZ shortly after 10 a.m. Thousands of 
Indian villagers were there to see us 
off — offering us fresh fruit, salty goat 
cheese wrapped in large green leaves, 
tortillas and an ultrasweet cookie made 
from sugar cane. It was a beautiful, 
happy time. Grateful tears from the old 
women of the village, giggles from the 
pretty young girls in their brightly- 
colored, handwoven holiday garments, 
and looks of awe from the multitude of 
young boys that crowded around us on 
the ridge that day. At 1030 hours, we 
picked up the sound of the helicopter 
and then Speakman’s voice, “Turkey 
One, Turkey One, this is Chopper 714, 
you guys ready to go this time?” 

“714, this is Turkey One, that is 
affirm, repeat, affirm — come and get 
us,” Thompson replied. 

We had two more medivacs to take out 
with us. We gently loaded them aboard, 
mounted up, took off, and were on our 
way back to Guatemala City. 

The rest of the time we spent in Gua¬ 
temala was almost anticlimactic, with 
only a few highlights, such as a jeep ride 
into a river canyon on the remains of the 
world’s worst excuse for a road, that 
made our bottle ride appear like a Sun¬ 
day stroll in the park, “losing” Darley 
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and Miller for a day in the middle of an 
area controlled by Communist Guerrillas 
unexpectedly finding another area with 
large numbers of sick and severely in¬ 
jured requiring several medivac chop¬ 
pers, a “terrorist” attack on a medical 
convoy nearby, and being decorated by 
the Guatemalan Government. 

All in all, the three teams had treated 
almost 2,000 victims of the earthquake 
and covered over 1,000 kilometers of 
ground on foot — not a bad ten days’ 
work. 
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continued.from page 59 

those were Skorzeny’s agents — mainly 
because Skorzeny was not a cloak-and- 
dagger type, but a command-style 
soldier. It is more likely that the Germans 
who carried those dummy cigarettes were 
either Abwehr or Gestapo agents. 

Supposedly, the phony cigarette acted 
as the blowgun itself, although with such 
a short tube, the effective range couldn’t 
have been more than a few feet. As a 
quiet eliminator, it may have worked and, 
as a bonus, it gave the agent an excellent 
chance to commit suicide if captured. 

Blowguns are extremely simple and 
cheap to make. Less than $5.00 will buy 
all the materials needed, including those 
for the darts. Any hardware store will 
carry everything needed. The tube itself 
must be of seamless aluminum or brass 
tubing, with a bore diameter of not less 
than Va" and not more than 3 A". (Most 
commercial blowguns currently available 
are .38 caliber.) Any diameter in-between 
is perfectly ok as long as the tube has a 
minimum length of 2Vi ft. The length of 
the tube should depend upon the in¬ 
tended use of the blowgun. If it is going 
to be used for hunting, the tube should 
have a minimum length of 5 ft., and a 
maximum length of about IVi ft., since 
any gain in accuracy beyond that length 
would be offset by decreased muzzle 
velocity due to friction. This of course 
applies only to metal darts. 

If darts made of lighter materials, 
such as bamboo or palm ribs, are going to 
be used, then the tube can be 8 or 9 ft. 
in length. It should be borne in mind that 
a blowgun dart must achieve optimum 
penetration in order to puncture a vital 
organ if poison is not employed. A tube 
of 2 or 3 ft. can still be very effective with 
the proper dart, at distances of up to 12 
yards. 

It is absolutely essential that the tube 
selected by as straight as possible. If any 
cutting is to be done, the edges of the cut 
must be ground in order to remove any 
burrs. A mouthpiece should always be 
used, preferably made of plastic or hard 
rubber. Some type of rudimentary front 
sight should be added to the end of the 
tube. Just about anything that will stick 
up and give a point of reference in rela¬ 
tion to a target will do.. 

Finding the right type of dart for a 
given tube can be a challenging task. All 
darts must have an efficient air seal, 
properly designed and of enough weight 
to act also as a counter-balance. Common 
finishing nails of more than 3" in length, 
paired with stopper corks, work very well. 
The nails are driven through the center of 
the corks and the latter are trimmed down 
to 1/16" in diameter less than the inside 
diameter of the blowgun. Paper cones 
glued to the base of the shaft also work 
efficiently. 

Really enterprising blowgunners 
adhering to the “magnum” principle can 
use darning needles 8 to 10 inches long, 


with 3 /4 inch long cork or wooden dowels 
as air seal/counter-balance. A couple of 
thin scalpel blades, glued near the tip of 
the dart, on different planes, complete 
the works. Blown out of a .50 cal. X 7 Ft. 
long blowgun, these “magnum” darts 
are almost as lethal as a hunting arrow at 
ranees of ud to 15 or 20 vards. 

For those who like to “ go native, ’ ’ darts 
can be made from materials available 
from nature. The ribs of palm leaves are 
excellent. So are darts made out of long 
slivers of bamboo. Cotton can be effec¬ 
tively used as air seal material. In the 
case of poisoned darts made of brittle 
materials, it is a good idea to nick the 
shaft of the dart approximately one inch 
back from the tip. This ensures that, 

I upon striking the quarry, the dart will 
| break at the nick, leaving the poisoned tip 
j firmly embedded in the wound, making it 
almost impossible to pull it out in time to 
I stop the action of the poison. 

All darts must be sharpened to a fine 
point in order to facilitate maximum 
penetration. Hunting darts should be 
painted with a bright color, such as blaze 
orange. 

Individuals with a bit of machine shop 
know-how can make take-down blow¬ 
guns by cutting the tube into three or 
four sections and then carefully turning 
down and threading the applicable ends 
of the sections. In this fashion, a com¬ 
plete hunting blowgun with an ample 
supply of darts can be unobtrusively 
carried in briefcase or suitcase. This is 
especially advantageous to those who 
travel widely. In fact, a blowgun kit 
such as the one that I have just described 
should be a vital part of any serious sur¬ 
vival kit. Small edible game, like rabbits 
or squirrels, can be quietly and easily 
taken and the darts can be retrieved from 
the dead animals and used again and 
again with only an occassional resharpen¬ 
ing. 

The modern professional adventurer/ 
soldier of fortune can’t afford not to be 
well-versed! in the latest small-arms 
developments and their practical applica¬ 
tion. It also behooves him to be well- 
versed in the usage of one of the sim¬ 
plest, yet deadliest of all small arms: the 
blowgun. 
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UNITED STATES 
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CYKROD 


Eastern Massachusetts Combat Pistol 
League 

c/o Everett C. Sawler 
100 Centennial Ave. 

Gloucester, Massachusetts 01935 

Michigan Allied Combat Shooters 
c/o Thomas J. Leslie 
5693 Whitfield Drive 
Troy, Michigan 48084 

Midwest Practical Pistol League, Inc. 
c/o Franklin Brown 
Box 342 

Columbia, Missouri 65201 

X/Sfliiract D!r 4-r\ 1 T an mra 


JUNGLE TENT HAMMOCM 

. For Outdoor Com for/—Rainproof Top—MosquifI 
Proof Netting—Zipper Side Opening— 28 ”x 74 l 


TYCO C 0 -, Dept. MI-8. Box 302. Vienna, VA 22180 


ORIGINAL 

BRITISH COMMANDO 

ORDNANCE MARKED 


Placerville, California 95667 

North Valley Shooters’ Assoc., Inc. 
c/o Keith Hamilton 
P.O. Box 506 
Gridley, California 95948 

Southwest Pistol League, Inc. 
c/o C. W. French 
2331 Sparks St. 

Burbank, California 91504 


Elkhorn, Nebraska 68022 

New Jersey Combat Pistol League 
c/o John C. Schaefer 
3 Church St. 

Middletown, New Jersey 07748 

Fort Harmer Combat Pistol League 
c/o Ken Hackathorn 
915 Phillips St. 

Marietta, Ohio 45750 


BRITISH COMMANDO KNIFE made by George 
Ibberson Co., Sheffield. England. This is a British 
Government order overrun and every knife is stamped 
with Ibberson s name and trademark, ordnance number 
and current year of manufacture. The handle is brass, 
covered in black and each knife has an authentic issue 
leather sheath as pictured above. Size is 11 3 ' 4 " 
and condition is new. Price: $17.50 each plus 
delivery of $1.25. 

MATTHEWS CUTLERY 

BOX 33095 • DECATUR. GA. 30033 
PHONE 404-636-7923 


"Unit T-Shirts" 

1. "La Legion" 

2. "Commando" - England 

3. Special Air Service - England 

4. U.S. Special Forces 

5. Para Regt. - England 

6. Canadian Para - (specify WW11 or Current) 

7. U.S. Para Wings (specify novice, senior, or Master) 

8. "Soldiers of Fortune" 

9. "Helicopter," "Huey." or "Cobra" 

10. Armour - "M-60" or "Leopard" 

11. "Entebbe Rescue" 


T-Shirt s Allow 6 weeks delivery. - 
— $5.95 plus $1.00 postage. 
Add 50 P per additional shirt. 

Indicate the design 
number of shirt, size S, M, L, XL, 

( quantity wanted and colours. 

100% cotton, white, green, 
and maroon T-Shirts^ 
We regret, 

F due to complaints to the editor, 
that we have been forced to 
discontinue our poster line of Kim". 

We can offer 8" x 10" 
CIBACHROME prints at $12.50 each; 
or B refer to WINTER 77 S.o.F. ad. 


< CP > fLcuzt 


J hjOLriLonz. & nxi^f: 

726 Richards St.' 
Vancouver, B.C. Canada 
V6B 3L2 




SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 


75 













ADVENTURE 

QUARTERMASTER 


This column will feature new wea¬ 
pons and products that we feel will be 
of interest to the professional adven¬ 
turer . The items mentioned in this 
issue were observed by SOF staff 
members at the National Association 
of Sporting Goods Wholesalers Show 
in Denver , Colorado , on December 4-6, 
1976. 



Another prototype of interest is tms 
.380 auto (9mm short) from the Plain- 
field Machine Company. It will be avail¬ 
able in a single action or a new type of 
double action. The latter is actuated by 
pressure on the back strap, rather than 
trigger pull, so that you have the same 
trigger pressure from shot one through 
the last. William Storck, President of 
Plainfield, told us that he expects these 
.380 auto to go on sale in the fall of 
1977, and that a .45 ACP will follow, a 
month later. The .380 will sell for ap¬ 
prox. $140, and the .45 for approx. 
$160. For further information, write: 
Plainfield Machin Company 
Dept. SF; Box 447 
Dunellen, New Jersey 08812 


Blue finish and an oversized target 
grip. We were amazed at the ease and 
speed that the barrels can be changed, 
making the Dan Wesson the only re¬ 
volver any man would need, covering 
any use that you'd like to put a revolver 
to. For further information, contact: 
Dan Wesson Arms, Inc. 

Dept. SF, 293 Main Street 
Monson, Massachusetts 01057 


Dan Wesson, the creater of the inter¬ 
changeable barrelled revolver, discus¬ 
ses his newest model, the 15-2VH Ser¬ 
ies, with SOF publisher, Lt. Col. Robert 
K. Brown. This model features, in ad¬ 
dition to the amazing interchangeable 
barrels in 8", 6”, 4" and 2 V 2 " lengths, 
with ventilated rib and interchangeable 
colored front sight blades, adjustable 
rear sights, with white outline, a Brite 



SOF staffer, Art Gitlin, talks with Ira 
Trast and Bob Lippman of Numrich 
Arms Corp., about the newest models 
of the Semi-Auto Thompson. Ira told 
us that the prototype .22 cal. should be 
available some time around April or 
May 1977. The .45 in standard and de¬ 


luxe models, are ready now, with 5, 20, 
30 round magazines and a 40 round 
drum. Write for a free catalog to: 
Numrich Arms Corp. 
Auto-Ordnance Division; Dept. SF 
West Hurley, New York 12491 



A prototype double-action .45 from 
Sterling Arms was a pleasant surprise 
at the show. A nine round staggered 
mag., adjustable sights and adjustable 
barrel bushing, and many other new 
and valuable features, as well as a retail 
price of around $265., should make this 
new auto a real top seller. Combat 
shooters, this one’s designed with you 
in mind. It should be available around 
July 1977. For more information, con¬ 
tact: 

Sterling Arms Corporation 

Dept. SF; 4436 Prospect St. 

Gasport, New York 14067 
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Join The Professionals!- 

SUBSCRIBE TODAY 

And Follow SOF Into Action! 




SAVE UP TO 


x - 





40 % .. ■ Subscribe 

To Six Action-Packed Issues of SOF For Only $10. 
Save $2.00 Over Newsstand Price... 

And Receive Your Choice of One Free POSTER 
[$3 Value]... Or Receive Six Issues of SOF and 
All Three POSTERS For Only $13 [A $21 Value!] 

NEW SOF POSTERS I YFS W D a "! T ° Joil ! , 

r _,_, 1 L. u The Professionals! 



-- 


ALLOW SIX WEEKS FOR DELIVERY OF FIRST ISSUE 


Send Me The Next Six Issues of SOF! 
Enclosed Is: [ ] New [ ] Renewal 

[ ] $10 For Six Issues and One Free Poster 

(Regular $15 Value) Send Poster No._ 

[ ] $13 For Six Issues and Three Posters 
(Regular $21 Value) p ep t. sof -22 

Mail To: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE| Special Handling Costs 
P.0 BOX 693, BOUlder, CO. 80306 ADD $7. Domestic First Class 
(Print) ADD $3. Air-Canada and Mex. 

NamP ADD $12. Air-Eur. and L. Amer. i 

- ADD $15. Air-Other Continents | 

Address__ 

City_State_Zip_ 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY! 
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KNIVES-Fighting, Survival, Hunting, De¬ 
corative Handmade-Your Design or mine. 
Send $1.00 for Color Catalog. T.M. 
ENOS, Rt. 1, Box 66, Winter Garden, 

Florida 32787. _. 

“HAVE GUN WILL TRAVEL” Contract 
or fee basis. M.R. Harris, P.O. Box 2817, 
Clearwater, FL. 33515 
LEARN HOW TO CASH IN on Gov t pro¬ 
grams, benefits, and services. “Get Every¬ 
thing Your Gov T t FI as To Give” is the book 
you need. Only $3.95 ppd. Rainier Books- 
SF, Box 30753, Seattle, WA 98103. 
JERRY L. PRICE-KNIFEMAKER. 
Custom knives made to your exact spec¬ 
ifications. Reasonable prices and delivery 
time. Will also provide design assistance. 
Difficult or problem designs welcomed. IF 
YOU ARE LOOKING for unique con¬ 
cepts in knives and sheaths, I suggest you 
request literature on my standard models 
which include skinners, Bowies, diving, 
combat and self defense knives. Literature- 
50c cash or postage acceptable. P.O. Box 
782, Springdale, AK. 72764. 
INVESTORS-YOU BUY, I FLY. John D. 
Tarpenning, III, 123 ‘C’ Virginia Hills Dr., 
Martinez, CA. 94553. 

RHODESIA ENTHUSIAST wants in¬ 
formation concerning aspects of life in 
Rhodesia, especially the University of 
Rhodesia, Military Service, Employment, 
etc. Contact: Occupant, P.O. Box 674, 
Lithonia, GA. 30058. 

AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE and room 
monitors, long play recorders, miniature 
body recorders, and transmitters, para¬ 
bolic microphones, etc. Catalog $1.00. 
Custom Recorder, Box 28005, Cleveland, 

OH. 44128. _ 

MAXIM SILENCER coupling for Win¬ 
chester, Remington, Martin, Mossburg, 
Stevens 22 rifles. State make, model and 
barrel diameter. $7.50 plus postage. 
D.A.Q., Box 50269, Cicero, IL. 60560. 
BRITISH WWII Paratroopers Combat 
knife, $40, postppaid., Nazi Police Dress 
bayonet, $190., Edged SS Dress bayonet, 
$110., for sale from my collection several 
other Nazi Dress Daggers and Swords, 
P.O. Box (Postbus) 1782 Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands. 

FIRECRACKER MATERIALS avail- 
able, often locally, GUN CONTROL 
worthless; criminals can make guns from 
pipe, matches, etc. Information $2. San¬ 
ford; Box 41003-F, Washington, D.C. 

20014, __ 

AIRBORNE AND AIR ASSAULT pho¬ 
to book. Early glider and parachute equip¬ 
ment development. Many photos never 
seen by the public before. $1.50 postage 
paid. The World War II Collector’s Shop, 
RD#1, Box 154, Milford, Delaware 19963. 
AVIATION ARMAMENT technician, 
USN trained in all modern aircraft wea¬ 
pons systems. Also have military police 
experience and small arms training. Con¬ 
tact: K.E. Stocker, Room 321, 2731 Bev- 
erly Blvd., Los Angeles, CA. 90057. 


LOCK PICKING-Making free phone 
calls—SAFE manipulation Bugging— 
Books and Supplies—Send $2.00 to: 
L.A.N.D.I.S., 625 Post St., Box 1048, San 
Francisco, CA. 94109. 

WANTED: SECURITY OR MERCEN¬ 
ARY WORK, Veteran 5 years, two tours 
overseas. Combat Military Police, K-9 
Trainer, light and heavy weapons, other 
military skills, and civilian industrial 
Security. Have passport, will travel any¬ 
where, anytime. T. Smith, R.D. 3, Benton, 

PA, 17814. _ 

LARGE BOLO MACHETES. 14 in. steel 
Blade; complete with sheath; Brand new- 
$5.95 postpaid. Malayan Throwing 
Knives, Tempered steel blade; Brand new- 
$2.25 postpaid. Money back guarantee. 
Send 13c stamp for catalog of soldier of 
fortune supplies. Arthur Philips Asso¬ 
ciates, 303 W. 42nd St., New York, NY 

10036. _ 

EX-LIGHT WEAPONS INFANTRY¬ 
MAN—Airborne, experienced in cold 
weather and Northen warfare operations. 
Seeking employment in these fields or re¬ 
lated areas. Van, P.O. Box 2083, Sitka, 

ALASKA 99835. _ 

NAZI MILITARIA: Buy, sell, trade each 
month in Der GAULEITER. The only 
magazine devoted to Nazi militaria of all 
types. Sample copy, 50c. DG, Box 13651, 

Houston, TX. 77019. _ 

THE DEVIL TO PAY by Robin Moore. 
The author of THE GREEN BERETS 
writes the biography of Jack Youngblood, 
mercenary, gunrunner and bounty killer in 
the Cuban Revolution and Counter¬ 
revolution, $6.95; THE MERCENARIES 
by Mockler. The men who fight for profit, 
from the Free Companies of Feudal 
France to the Congo and Biafra. 39 Pho¬ 
tos, maps; $7 95. THE HILTON 
ASSIGNMENT. True study of a mere op 
to overthrow Col. Kaddafi of Libya; 
$7.95: All books prepaid. L.D. Loper, 115 
Fourth, Sugar Land, TX. 77478. 
GERMAN MADE 300 Winchester Mag¬ 
num with Four Power Weaver Scope, 
Sling, Insulated Bag, and all Equipment 
Needed for loading, $275.00, Eric Toll, 
Box 1106, Colton, CA. 92324. 

TRAVEL ON FOREIGN SHIPS! Good 
pay, no experience. Send stamped self- 
addressed envelope. Globetrotter, Box 
864-SF2, St. Joseph, MO. 64502. Write 
Now and “ship-out!” 

VIETNAM VETERANS—9” X 12” Cer¬ 
tificate of Recognition for service in 
Southeast Asia. Send $5.00 and date(s) 
served to: Fraternity of Vietnam Veterans, 
P.O. Box 1186, Kansas City. KS. 66117.. 
VIET VET Light weapons infantryman 
MP, EX COP seeks employment utilizing 
above skills with firm with good reputation 
only. Contract or fee. R.S. Livingstone, 
2^9^Sa^^St^^coma^W^9844^^^ 
SEND S2.00 TO ROCKET SURPLUS, 
Dept. S, 2229 Vandalia, Collinsville, IL. 
62234 for our catalog of camouflage and 
government surplus items. _ 


FIELD MANUALS, PAMPHLETS: 
Radio operating techniques; Field radio 
fundamentals; Jamming principals; Main¬ 
tenance and destruction; 45 Cal. mechan¬ 
ical training (Photo); care, maintenance, 
and ammo; 38Cal. mechanical training; 
Care, maintenance and ammo; Special 
marksman techniques; Advice to marks¬ 
manship instructors: All FM’S $3.00 
(except ROT $4.50). SPECIALIST 
NEWS, P.O. Box 53, Flossmoore, IL. 
60422. 

FORMER SPECIAL FORCES MEDIC, 
Vietnam veteran, available for a wide 
variety of assignments, particularly courier 
and driver. Contact: Harris, 3160 Buford 

Highway, Atlanta, GA. 30329. _ 

EMPLOYMENT INFORMATION 
SERVICE: Register for possible national/ 
international employment. Send $2.00 for 
application materials. Legitimate. Remit 
to: Thomas D. Reisinger, Route 2, 343A, 
Chapel Hill, North Carolina 27514, 
U.S.A., 919-929-6062. 

JOURNALISTIC WRITER SEEKING 
INFORMATION, AND CONTACT 

WITH experienced mercenary personnel, 
foreign and domestic, for research on 
book. Emphasis on individuals and post- 
1960’s. Replies and names kept strictly 
confidential. Call Collect: 202-785-3826, 
or write: Mr. Lloyd, Box 32328, Washing- 
ton, D.C. 20007. _ 

WANTED: INFORMATION, PHOTOS, 

memorabilia, on unit known as Jackson’s 
Raiders. Served in Korea, Nam, in middle 
and late 1960’s. Reply to Barco, c/o SOF, 
BOS 693, Boulder, Colorado 80306. 

GOVERNMENT SURPLUS! Send $2.00 
to Rocket Surplus, 2229 Vandalia, Collins¬ 
ville, Illinois 62234, for catalog of camou- 
flage and government surplus items, (note 

ESCORT AND COURIER SERVICE, 

young man with six years security exper¬ 
ience will transport money and other val¬ 
uables for reasonable fee plus expenses. 
Will also act as personal escort or body¬ 
guard, fee depends on length and type of 
service. Write John Crawford, 5412 
Byramsford Rd., Kansas City, MO. 64129. 

EX-PARATROOPER SEEKS EM¬ 
PLOYMENT as mercenary, qualified 
recon, Jumpmaster, sniper, and LRRP 
tactics. Viet Nam Vet able to travel any¬ 
time. Contact Ken Gaudet, 21 Longview 
Ct., San Francisco, CA. 94131. 
415-826-4624. _ 

PATRIOTIC NEWSPAPERS, Be totally 
informed, send $2.00 for list, act now! 
M.W., P.O. Box 159, Worth, Illinois 
60482, _ 

SOCIETY OF VIETNAMESE RANG¬ 
ERS Wants to contact all members who 
served with the Biet Dong Quan. Espe¬ 
cially interested in contacting personnel 
who served with the list Ranger Bn, 
1965-67, the Laotian and Cambodian In¬ 
vasion, Ben Het, Dai Sieng, An Loc and 
Loc Ninh. Contact: Don Valentine, P.O. 
Box 29965, Atlanta, GA 30329._ 
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‘‘2ND AMENDMENT OR FIGHT”. 2.25 
inch buttons. 50 cents each, $1.00 minL 
mum order. Aquarius Prods, Suite 1102, 
.175 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10010. 

WANTED: Ex-Marine, experienced mere 
requires full time or job contract employ¬ 
ment anywhere in world. Skilled para¬ 
chutist, adv. scuba diver, survival trained, 
sharpshooter. You pay transportation and 
expenses. Contact Stulz, Box 22, Julian, 
CA 92036._ 

GROUP OF MERCS for sale to foreign 
govt. Will accept suicide missions. Send 
inquiries to A.M., 1525 Griffin Pt., 
Stockton, CA. 95207. Write if interested in 
joining._ 

PILOT, 30 years old, with Commercial, 
Instrument and CFII ratings, Service 
Academy graduate, Master’s Degree, two 
tours Vietnam (B-52’s & F-4’s) eight years 
experience in both flying and management 
fields, seeks interesting or unusual employ¬ 
ment. Write “Pilot” c/o SOF, Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306._ 

LOW TIME CIVILIAN trained helicopter 
pilot wishes employment anywhere. 3 * l * 3 4 5 A 
years military experience (Canada). Good 
knowledge of survival skills and small 
arms. All offers considered seriously. R. 
Grasby, 845 Smith Ave., Coquitl am, B.C., 
Canada V3J 2X4. _ 

THREE RHODESIAN security forces 
recruiting brochures — BSAP, SAS, and 
Rhodesian Army. Only $1.00! Phoenix 
Associates, Box 693, Boulder, CO 80302. 


AUTHOR wishes to interview men who 
have actually undergone physical torture 
as prisoners of war; in military or civilian 
prisons; during initiations; or in other sit¬ 
uations. Excellent remuneration. Write: 
Box 1253, Lancaster, PA. 17604. 
SOCIETY OF FRENCH INDOCHINA 
AND VIETNAM Organized to bring to¬ 
gether those interested in coins, medals, 
artifacts and history of Vietnam, from 
ancient times to the present. Contact: Don 
Valentine, P.O. Box 29965, Atlanta, GA 
30329. 


CONSULTANT: Bugging and wiretap¬ 
ping devices, All frequency transmitters, 
Encoders and decoders. High power linear 
amplifiers, Wide-band high power fre¬ 
quency jammers, Counter-intelligence 
monitors, other special devices; local, 
national, and international services. 
Charles H. Byford, P.O. Box 10645, St. 
Louis, Missouri 63129. Phone: 1-314-892- 
7007, Mobile 1-314-436-5724._ 

SURVIVE—All Training Films approxi¬ 
mately 200 feet. B&W, Super 8, $17.95 
each, Calif, residents 6% sales tax. Add 
$ 1.50 each for shipping and handling. Reel 
l. Releases from hand, wrist & hair grabs/ 
Reel 2, Releases from chokes/ Reel 3, Re¬ 
leases from arm & body grabs/ Reed 4, Re¬ 
leases from multiple attackers/ Reel 5, 
Defense against kicks, punches & knife/ 
Reel 6, Part I, Womens self defense/Reel 
7, Part II, Womens self defense/ Reel 8, 


ENOS 

Metaicnaft 


Custom Knives 




ROUTE 1, BOX 66 
WINTER GARDEN, FLORIDA 32787 

Catalog $1.00 


SURVIVE—All training films approxi¬ 
mately 200 feet. B&W, Super 8, $17.95 
each. Calif, residents, 6% sales tax. Add 
$ 1.50 each for shipping and handling. Reel 

1, Releases from Hand, Wrist & Hair 

Grabs/ Reel 2, Releases from Chokes/ Reel 

3, Releases from Arm & Body Grabs/ Reel 

4, Releases from Multiple Attackers/Reel 

5, Defense Against Kicks, Punches & 
Knives/Reel 6, Part I, Women’s Self De¬ 
fense/ Reel 7, Part 2, Women’s Self De¬ 
fense/Reel 8, Police Restraining Holds & 
Handcuffs/Reel 9, Baton/Reel 10, Special 
ICnife Fighting—$26.50. Make check or 
money order to: Professor Harold 
Brosious, 290 Verde Vista Drive, Thou¬ 
sand Oaks, CA. 91360. 


THE SURVIVOR 

VOL. 1 BY KURT SAXON $6.00 



THE SURVIVOR—VOL. 1—$6.00 

PICKS UP WHERE THE 

POOR MAN’S JAMES BOND LEAVES OFF 

Now in one bound volume, the first year’s 
issues of THE SURVIVOR. Includes survival, 
back to the land, cottage industry, improvised 
weaponry, kitchen chemistry, 19th century 
science and mechanics. This is a wonder book 
of modern survival knowledge combined with 
19th century techniques for doing just about 
everything for yourself. Whether you are a 
craftsman, artisan, tradesman or unskilled at 
anything, THE SURVIVOR will show you how to 
become independent and self-sufficient. Build a 
workshop out of scrap, a mad scientist's 
laboratory with odds and ends, cut your food 
bill, and free yourself from our tottering, 
parasitic system. 

If you nave more confidence in yourself than 
in Politicians or in "Patriotic” organizations, 
THE SURVIVOR is for you. It cuts through all the 
garbage you read about what “we” can do for the 
world and this country. It puts YOU in the center 
of the picture and tells what you can do to insure 
the survival of yourself and those closest to you 
in the coming chaos. 


Send to: 


ATLAN SURVIVAL 

P.O. Box 438 
Eureka, California 95501 
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yours 


* \ U Hit the deck in shorts and 

■ s •* a tee shirt. Or your bikini if 

’ \ you want. 

4 ' f 7 * You’re on a leisurely cruise 

to remote islands. With names 
like Martinique, Grenada, 

* 4 Guadeloupe. Those are the 

m ones you’ve heard of. 

I % • I \ A big, beautiful sailing vessel 

4 glides from one breathtaking 

' Caribbean jewel to another. 

Jk m!U ' And you’re aboard, having 

■ liR^Ht the time of your life with an 

\ intimate group of lively, fun- 
loving people. Singles and 
couples, too. There’s good food, 
“grog? and a few pleasant 
comforts... but there’s little 

H resemblance to a stay at a 

fancy hotel, and you’ll be 
happy about that. 

Spend six days exploring 
paradise and getting to know 

- -as, _ congenial people. There’s no 

'■•m other vacation like it. 

Your share from $265. A new cruise is forming now. 

Write Cap’n Mike for your free adventure 
booklet in full color. 


Windjammer Cruises. 














The Rhodesian Army offers you 
an interesting and varied career 
with new allowances for fighting 
troops 



For further details contact: 

The Army Careers Officer 
Phone! 707087 Salisbury 

WRITE: 

Philips House, 

Gordon Ave, 

Box 8138 Causeway. 



Replica of Rhodesian Army Recruiting Poster. 17" x 22", $3.00. 
Soldier of Fortune, Box 693, Boulder, CO 80302 














